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PREFACE! Maiy 


HERE 1s something wonderful in the man- 
ner in which devotion to St. Joseph has 
developed of late years. Not a land nor coun- 
iry is there at the present day where the name 
of the holy Patriarch is not known and invoked ; 
not a Catholic heart but rejoices upon hearing 
his praises proclaimed. And not only individual 
Christians have recourse to him, but whole na- 
tions have placed themselves under his power- 
ful protection. Among the various Religious 
Orders scattered throughout the world, there is 
hardly one that does not invoke him as its spe- 
cial patron. The Sovereign Pontiffs appear to 
have vied with the Christian people in further- 
ing this devotion. To quote only a few recent 
instances: Pius IX solemnly proclaimed St. Jo- 
seph ‘‘Patron of the Universal Church;’’ his 
successor, Leo XIII, proposed him to the world 
as & model of virtue and sanctity; and Pins X 
approved his litany and raised the feast of the 
Patronage to the rank of first class. 
In view of such eloquent facts, it is impossible 
not to see here the action of the Holy Ghost, 
TIT the frst Italian Edition. 
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who directs the destiny of the Church with in- 
finite wisdom, and provides her with means of 
sanctification proportionate to the needs of the 
times. 

Words are wanting to describe adequately 
how useful this devotion to St. Joseph is to 
every class of people. First of all, contempla- 
tive souls find in the practise of this devotion 
a powerful incentive to pursue their journey 
along the road to mystical union with God; sin- 
ners have in it an efficacious means to turn from 
the road of perdition on to that of justice; 
youths, a potent remedy against temptations of 
sense; persons in the married state, an incentive 
to give themselves with renewed fervor to the 
practise of the domestic virtues; the poor, con- 
solation in their privations, and resignation to 
the dispositions of Providence; the dying, com- 
fort in the last hour of their pilgrimage on this 
earth. 

These, in short, are the numerous advantages 
which accrue from this devotion, to the different 
members forming the great family of the Cath- 
olic Church. And for this reason, as Pope Pius 
X said not many years ago, ‘‘it is most oppor- 
tune to Christianity, especially in the present 
time, to endeavor to propagate ever more and 
more true piety and devotion to the most 
holy Patriarch St. Joseph, whom the Catholic 


PREFACE 7 


Chureh honors as her special patron before 


God.’ ? 


If we investigate the origin of the many evils 
that afflict society at large, it will be seen that 
these spring mainly from man's rebellion 
against lawfully constituted authority; nay, 
against the very order established by God, who 
so disposed that there should be inequality in 
the different grades of society. This spirit of 
rebellion has given rise to a feeling of general 
discontent, from which modern socialism with 
its baneful consequences has sprung. If we 
wish further to go to the root of that spirit of 
insubordination and rebellion, it will be found 
to lie in the breaking of that sacred bond of 
subjection, love and peace which should unite 
together the members of each family. Matri- 
mony is to-day considered by many to be but 
a mere contract, which may be rent asunder by 
mutual consent; and as a result there is lacking 
that reciprocal love and mutual respect between 
husband and wife, parents and children, so 
essential to the well-being of each Christian 
family. 

Now, to counteract this evil a remedy can be 
found in the example and patronage of St. Jo- 
seph. He was the most faithful of spouses and 


*'"Est enim peropportunum, his maxime rei christiane tempo- 


ribus, incrementa querere solide pietatis et religionis erga Patri- 
archam sanctissimum, quem Ecclesia Catholica patronum suum 

uliarem apud Deum agnoscit." Brief Quod nos certiores facis, 
Rev. Alexis M. Lépicier, O.S.M., 2 Febr., 1908. 
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most loving of fathers. The Holy Family was 
a true sanctuary of peace and harmony. Jesus 
and Mary loved the holy Patriarch; they rever- 
enced him and were in turn loved and reverenced 
by him. Further, St. Joseph, although raised 
to the dignity of foster-father of the Son of God 
made Man, lived in poverty and was obliged to 
provide for the needs of the Holy Family by the 
sweat of his brow; yet he remained content in 
his poverty; he did not go in search of riches, 
dignities or honors. Such an example, then, 
cannot but contribute greatly to recall the faith- 
ful to the simplicity of the Gospel and to perfect 
gubmission of our will to that of God in what- 
ever state and condition Divine Providence has 
placed us. 

There is still another reason for which a fer- 
vent devotion to the glorious Patriarch ean not 
be too greatly inculcated. If we consider ever 
so little the religious condition of modern so- 
ciety, we must acknowledge that there is now 
an evident diminution of that spirit of simple 
and lively faith that so distinguished our fore- 
fathers. With the extension of material prog- 
ress, the spirit of faith has gradually been weak- 
ened. A certain school has been formed whose 
object is to cast doubts on the holiest truths of 
religion. It almost seems as if those calam- 
itous times had arrived of which our divine 
Saviour spoke when He anxiously asked His 
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dissiples: ‘‘But yet the Son of Man, when He 
cometh, shall He find, think you, faith on 
earth?” 3 

Now, among the means ordained by God to 
check or avert this threatening general apostasy 
must no doubt be enumerated a firm and con- 
stant devotion to St. Joseph. The most chaste 
spouse of Mary believed, without hesitating, the 
word of the angel who announced to him the 
good tidings of the wonderful conception of the 
Son of God in the womb of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary his most holy spouse. To him also we are 
indebted for the preservation of our Saviour's 
life from the cruel sword of Herod. Further- 
more, St. Joseph fulfilled toward Mary the of- 
fice of a faithful husband, and toward Jesus 
that of a most loving father. To him, therefore, 
we may have recourse with absolute confidence 
to obtain of God the grace of remaining un- 
scathed by the fatal spirit of infidelity and ma- 
terialism that would destroy the work of Jesus 
Christ. By devoutly honoring and invoking St. 
Joseph, we may hope to preserve intact in our 
hearts the sacred deposit of faith received at 
holy Baptism. 

The present book, written during spare mo- 
ments for the spiritual solace of the author, 
has for its object to further this excellent devo- 
tion among the faithful. It contains a series 
~ 8 LOB, xvin, 8. 
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of considerations on the life of St. Joseph such 
as the holy Gospels and authorized traditions 
suggest. To each of these considerations is 
appended an example, taken as far as possible 
from authenticated sources. These serve to 
confirm the power of the holy Patriarch's inter- 
cession, as well as to show the universality of 
his patronage. 

A collection of the principal prayers and 
practises of devotion in honor of the Saint, 
which the Sovereign Pontiffs have enriched with 
indulgences, has been added to the book for the 
` use of the faithful. An analytical index placed 
at the end of the book enables the reader to 
grasp at a glance the object proposed for his 
meditation or consideration for each day of the 
month. 

May the gentle Saint deign to accept this 
token of our deep affection for him and of our 
unlimited trust in his power! May he take 
under his fatherly protection both the reader 
and the writer, and conduct them to the posses- 
sion of that blessed land which is the reward 
of the merits which we shall have procured here 
below, that we may rejoice forever with him and 
his most holy spouse in the infinite bliss pro- 
cured to us by his foster Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and most loving Saviour. 


FOREWORD 


T present volume is a compendium of a 
larger Latin work on St. Joseph which 
forms part of my Institutiones Theologice and 
which I was wont to explain to my many ec- 
clesiastical students while holding the chair of 
dogmatic theology in the college of Propaganda, 
Rome. 

It was then suggested to me that the matter 
contained in this theological treatise might well 
prove available to the Christian people if only 
that much of the book which appeals to the lay 
reader were put in the vernacular and adapted 
for spiritual use particularly during the month 
of March. 

Thus, the volume was published in different 
European languages, being at the same time en- 
riched with examples for each day. 

An opportunity having presented itself to 
have the book published in America, I readily 
availed myself of the same, moved by a desire 
to thus give my former American students, who 
now hold offices as pastors, professors or 
bishops, a token of my lasting affection, while 
enabling them to put into the hands of their 

11 
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flocks or lay friends a book written by their 
former professor and reproducing the praises 
and virtues of the great Patriarch St. Joseph, 
that model of Christian virtues, whom they had 
particularly learned to love and reverence in 
the classroom of Propaganda. 

In return, I ask my American friends, who 
have given me frequent and unequivocal signs 
of affectionate gratitude, to recommend me to 
the holy spouse of the Mother of God, in order 
that my labors in the theological field may not 
be in vain, but that I may receive in heaven the 
crown of justice promised to those who faith- 
fully serve Our Lord in this life. 


Assumption of Our Blessed Lady, 1924. 
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GO TO JOSEPH 
First Day 


“I have loved thee with an everlasting love, 
therefore have I drawn thee, taking pity on 
thee." (JER. xxx1, 3.) 


OD is all powerful, and to attain His end 
X He is not bound to have recourse to any 
‘special means. Wherefore, if He select one 
means in preference to another, He does so for 
‘some ‘particular reason, for all His works bear 
the mark ‘of justice, wisdom and truth. To 
search into the high motives which led God to 
adopt one course of action rather than another 
is indeed a most fruitful and delightful occupa- 
tion. It is also a source of consolation to our 
souls. Accordingly, we shall investigate the 
reason why God decreed that His beloved Son, 
our Redeemer, should be born of a Virgin 
espoused to St. Joseph. 

The first motive is that God intended St. Jo- 


seph to codperate in a certain way in the work 
17 
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of our Redemption. It had been decreed from 
all eternity that this great work should be 
brought about by the voluntary sacrifice of the 
Son of God made Man, who should be both 
the Victim chosen for the sacrifice, and the im- 
molating Priest. But it was necessary that this. 
Priest-Victim, who was to be born of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, should be nourished and provided 
for, especially in the early years of His mortal 
life. Now this sublime office was entrusted to 
St. Joseph, who, on Christmas night, received 
into his fatherly arms the new-born Jesus from 
the hands of the Virgin Mother, in order that he 
might clothe and nourish Him, and protect His 
life from the evil designs of His enemies. 

Thus was St. Joseph destined to become an 
efficient instrument in the work of our Redemp- 
tion; and as he was to be invested with such 
a high dignity, it was just that he should be- 
come an object of special love on the part of 
the Almighty, who had chosen him before all 
ages to be the co-worker of His Son made Man. 
Truly, therefore, may we call St. Joseph great 
among all men for having been appointed the 
guardian of the august Victim of Golgotha, 
Jesus Christ, the High Priest of our confession.’ 

* * * 

St. Joseph was not only chosen to cooperate 

with Jesus Christ in the salvation of mankind; 


1 Hmp., 111, 1. 
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he was also divinely appointed to fulfill a great 
and important office connected with the mystery 
of the Incarnation, for, by his presence, he 
was to cover, as with a chaste veil, the super- 
natural conception of the Son of God from the 
eyes of an unbelieving and material world. 

As it behoved our divine Lord to be untar- 
nished by original sin, so it was necessary that 
He should be conceived of a Woman through the 
operation of the Holy Ghost. It was not becom- 
ing, however, that His supernatural conception 
should be made known immediately to the Jews. 
These, being too imperfect and unable to grasp 
so lofty a mystery, might have been moved to 
doubt the reality of Christ's human nature, had 
they known that His birth was unlike that of 
other children. They might easily have re- 
garded the new-born Babe as a mere phantom. 
The presence of St. Joseph, therefore, was in- 
tended to conceal from the eyes of the world the 
virginal conception of Jesus in the womb of the 
Mother of God. In the divine plan, this august 
mystery was to be revealed to the faithful, only 
when grace should have prepared them to be- 
lieve it rightly. 

Moreover, it was the Jewish custom that 
genealogies should be traced through the 
fathers, and not through the mothers. From 
the fact, then, that Mary and Joseph were 
united in the holy bonds of wedlock, the gen- 
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ealogy of Jesus Christ could easily be traced 
through His foster-father, St. Joseph. 

We cannot here sufficiently admire the won- 
derful dispositions of God, who so ordains all 
things as to hide the mysteries of our Faith 
from the proud and incredulous, and reveals 
them to the humble and clean of heart. 

i * * 

St. Joseph was also predestined in the de- 
signs of God to be the companion of Mary, her 
guardian and protector in time of need, and 
the witness of her perpetual virginity. 

The love which God has for the most blessed 
Virgin is beyond all that we can imagine. We 
may affirm with certainty that Mary is, after 
Jesus, the first object of the divine complacency. 
The reason of this love of benevolence is to be 
found in her exalted dignity of Mother of Jesus 
and co-Redemptress of the world. Now, God's 
special love for Mary urged Him to provide with 
. particular care for her spiritual and material 
welfare, especially for the preservation of her 
honor. But how was God to bring this about? 
He effected it by espousing Mary to St. Joseph. 
St. Joseph was to succor, comfort and assist 
ihe Holy Virgin in the trials of life; he was, 
moreover, to be a truthful witness to, and faith- 
ful guardian of, her glorious virginity. 

Incomparable indeed is the dignity of St. Jo- 
seph, who was chosen to be the inseparable 
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companion of the Mother of God, a support 
and comfort to her in the sorrows of life, a 
defender against the assaults of her enemies, 
§ vindicator of her divine maternity and of her 


perpetual virginity. 


EXAMPLE 


BEVOTION OF THE SOVEREIGN PONTIFFS TO 
ST. JOSEPH 


The great Patriarch St. Joseph has not al- 
ways been honored in the Church as much as he 
is at the present day. This may be a cause of 
wonder to such as are wont to view the events 
of the world in a superficial manner only. But 
if we attentively consider the ways of God, we 
shall see that the oblivion in which St. Joseph 
wag first left and the gradual growth of devo- 
tion to him in the Church is in harmony with 
the special character of his mission. 

The peculiar office of St. Joseph was to screen 
the mystery of the Incarnation from unworthy 
eyes, and to lead for many years a humble and 
retired life with Jesus and Mary. It is not to 
be wondered at, therefore, that after his death 
he should have had to remain for a time in the 
background, as it were, and that he should not 
have been honored at once with that respect 
and veneration which become so great a Patri- 


arch. 
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Divine Providence, who orders all things ac- 
cording to measure, weight and number, had 
decreed that devotion to St. Joseph should be 
propagated among Christian peoples only in the 
course of time, and that it should spread gradu- 
ally to the greater advantage of souls. And, 
thus, God, who exalts the humble when and 
how He sees fit, ordained that His foster-father 
should receive in these latter times such tokens 
of honor and reverence as are inferior only to 
those paid to His Holy Mother. 

Among the devout clients of the holy. Pa- 
triarch none have labored so much to implant 
and nurture in the hearts of the faithful devo- 
tion and reverence to him, as the Roman Pon- 
tiffs, who suffered no opportunity to pass with- 
out decreeing new and higher tributes of hom- 
age, reverence, and veneration to him, and 
thereby induced the faithful to implore his help 
and protection. 

This is not the place to relate all that the 
popes have done to promote true devotion to 
the holy spouse of Mary. Suffice it to men- 
tion Sixtus IV, who inserted his feast in the 
Roman Breviary and the Missal; Gregory XV, 
who, by a decree of May 8, 1621, commanded his 
festival to be celebrated throughout Christen- 
dom under a double rite; Clement X, who, on 
December 6, 1670, raised the same feast to a 
double of the second class; Clement XI, who, 
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by his decree of February 4, 1714, ordered the 
feast to be celebrated with a special Mass and 
Office; Benedict XIII, who, on December 19, 
1726, decreed that the name of St. Joseph 
should be inserted in the litany of the Saints. 

But of all the Sovereign Pontiffs, the one 
who eontributed most to the growth of devotion 
to St. Joseph was Pope Pius IX, of saintly 
memory, who from early childhood had been 
a devoted client of the foster-father of Jesus. 
This illustrious Pontiff, on September 10, 1847, 
extended the feast of the patronage of St. Jo- 
seph to the whole Church, this feast having 
been at first commemorated in certain localities 
only; at the same time he raised it to a double 
of the second class. Twenty-three years later, 
on December 8, 1870, in answer to the peti- 
tions of all the Catholie bishops and peoples of 
Christendom, he solemnly declared St. Joseph 
** Patron of the Universal Church." 

His successor, Leo XIII, also showed him- 
self anxious to promote devotion to the holy 
Patriarch St. Joseph. On August 15, 1889,? he 
dedicated to his memory an encyclical letter, in 
which he brought out with a masterly pen the 
sweet and heavenly figure of the glorious spouse 
of Mary, exalted his virtues, and recommended 
the faithful to place themselves under his 
powerful protection. 


* Ep. Encycl. Quamquam pluries. 
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Of late years, the Sovereign Pontiff Pius X, 
who had received in Baptism the name of Jo- 
seph, raised the solemnity of the patronage of 
St. Joseph to a double of the first class, showing 
thereby how advantageous to the individual be- 
liéver and to the entire Church is the protection 
of a Saint who is so dear to the Heart of Jesus 
and so near to the throne of the Almighty.* 


PRAYER 


O God, who didst predestine St. Joseph to 
be the foster-father of the Incarnate Word and 
the true spouse of the Queen of Virgins, and 
who, moreover, didst choose him to be associ- 
ated with Jesus and Mary in the work of our 
Redemption, grant me I beseech Thee, through 
the intercession of this great Saint, that I may 
always correspond with Thy grace, so that the 
‘sufferings of my Saviour and those of His sor- 
rowful Mother may not be in vain for me. 
“Amen. 
~ t Mota proprio Supremi discipline, Jul, 2,1911. Sea siso the 
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ST. JOSEPH PREDESTINED, NEXT TO MARY, 
ABOVE ALL SAINTS AND ANGELS 


'* In the multitude of the elect she (Wisdom) 
Shall have praise. And among the blessed she 


shall be blessed." 
(Eoccrvs. xxiv, 4.) 


T. JOSEPH was predestined to the dignity 
KW of foster-father of the Word Incarnate, a 
dignity next in order after that of the Mother 
of God. It was right, therefore, that he should 
also be predestined to possess on earth a grace 
greater than that of any other saint excepting 
the Blessed Virgin, and that he should be privi- 
leged after this life to occupy in heaven the 
highest seat of glory after that of his immac- 
ulate spouse. As a matter of fact, St. Joseph 
surpassed in sanctity all the patriarchs and 
prophets of the Old Dispensation, as also all 
the saints of the New Testament, not excepting 
the apostles themselves. Nay more, his holi- 
ness and grace excelled that of the very angels 
themselves, outstripping even the highest 


among the Seraphim. 
25 
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That St. Joseph by far exceeded in holiness 
the patriarchs and prophets of the Old Law 
may be gathered from the fact that he was 
holier than Joseph the son of Jacob, the holiest 
of the patriarchs; and greater than John the 
Baptist, the greatest among the prophets. A 
copy is always inferior to its pattern. Now, 
the Patriarch Joseph, son of Jacob, was but a 
figure of the new Joseph. He was, therefore, 
less perfect than the foster-father of Jesus. As 
regards St. John the Baptist, we may again 
assert that St. Joseph surpassed him in sanctity. 
For though Christ said that among them that 
are born of women, there has not risen a greater 
than John the Baptist,! still, this is to be under- 
stood as far as the office of prophet is concerned. 
But when it comes to a question of grace, St. 
John must give way to the foster-father of 
Jesus, who by his intimate and life-long associa- 
tion with the Incarnate Word, received from 
Him a continual increase of grace. 

We may conclude, then, that wondrous was 
the sanctity of St. Joseph, which serves to meas- 
ure the degree of holiness of the saints of the 
Old Testament as a term fixed by eternal decree. 

+ * + 

The New Dispensation is by excellence a law 
of grace. God had so disposed that its first 
apostles, taught as they were by the Incarnate 


1 MATT., x1, 11. 
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Word personally, should receive more abun- 
danily than the rest of mankind of the grace 
brought to the world by Him. Hence it is a 
common sentiment in the Church, that the di- 
vine Master gave them greater gifts of grace 
than to other men in general. 'Two exceptions, 
however, are to be made: one in favor of the 
Blessed Virgin, the other on behalf of St. Jo- 
seph. Mary is the Mother of God, and there- 
fore she is nearer to the fountain-head of grace 
than any other creature whatsoever. But St. 
Joseph, too, approached the Divine Word 
nearer even than the apostles, for he fulfilled a 
higher office in the economy of salvation than 
they. It was but just and proper, then, that 
he should receive a greater abundance of grace 
than they, and that he should be foreordained 
to a loftier seat of glory in heaven. 

It is a fact that St. Joseph, by taking care of 
the divine Child, by feeding and clothing Him, 
by defending Him from the cruel persecutions 
of His sworn enemies, took an active part in 
the glorious work of our Redemption. He be- 
came, in a way, the chosen minister of our salva- 
tion. Further, by the care he took of his holy 
spouse, procuring for her the necessaries of life, 
consoling her in her anguish, and assisting her 
in her hardships, he shared in her merit as the 
co-Redemptress of the world. Certainly, all this 
is enough to justify the title given him of 
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«Protector of the Church," which has Christ 
for its father and Mary for its mother. No 
place, therefore, was befitting St. Joseph, in 
grace as well as in glory, but the first among 
the saints both of the Old and the New Law. It 
is but meet that he should rank above the rest 
of the predestined in the same degree as his 
dignity of foster-father of Jesus and spouse of 
Mary excels their own dignity. It is likewise 
befitting that he who bears the title of ‘‘Patron 
of the Universal Church’’ should rank first 
among all the saints, not excluding the apostles 
themselves. 
* * * 

The Church Triumphant consists not only of 
the just who have borne courageously the trials 
of this life and have entered with Christ into 
eternal glory, but it numbers also that glorious 
phalanx of celestial spirits who in the hour of 
their great trial remained steadfast in their al- 
legiance to God. In the beginning the creative 
word of the Almighty called into existence a 
numberless host of angelic beings whom He 
distributed into three Hierarchies, each being 
divided into three distinct Choirs. These angels 
He arrayed in the vesture of sanctifying grace 
and destined to enjoy forever the vision of Him- 
self, provided they should persevere in His 
friendship. But, alas! many of them, drawn 
away by the first and noblest of their number, 
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Lucifer, became proud of themselves and were 
forthwith estranged from their Lord. In con- 
sequence they perished miserably, being con- 
demned forever to hell fire. Their irreparable 
fall left it to men, who should prove more faith- 
ful than they, to oceupy the vacant thrones of 
bliss of which they had become unworthy. 

But who will that favored man be who shall 
merit the throne of Lucifer, and possess in 
heaven the primacy over men and angels? Who 
but the humble St. Joseph, the chaste spouse 
of Mary and foster-father of Jesus? He it was 
who, after Mary, came nearer than any other 
creature to the well-spring of all graces, and 
who always perfectly corresponded with the 
graces he had received. Whereas Lucifer, in 
his pride, incited his partisans to disloyalty and 
rebellion against their God and Maker; St. Jo- 
seph, on the contrary, by his shining example 
invites the whole world to follow and revere 
Jesus Christ our Lord. He thus deserves to 
occupy the throne left vacant by that proud 
spirit. 

When contemplating the high seat of glory 
which St. Joseph attained in heaven, we cannot 
but admire the infinite power of the grace of 
Christ which worked such a wonder. 
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ExAMPLE 
DEVOTION OF RELIGIOUS ORDERS TO ST. JOSEPH 


Persons freely embracing a life of perfection 
in the religious state are truly said to be the 
elect portion of the Church of Jesus Christ. It 
is not surprising, therefore, that since St. Jo- 
seph is the protector of the Universal Church, 
the members of the different Religious Com- 
munities should vie with one another, as it were, 
in nourishing a sincere devotion to this great 
Saint. 

In the twelfth century there was near Bo- 
logna, in Italy, a sanctuary dedicated to St. 
Joseph. In course of time this sanctuary was 
transferred from the Benedictine monks, who 
first had it, to the Friars Servants of Mary, 
known in this country as the Servites. 

Such was the devotion of the Servants of 
Mary toward the glorious spouse of their Queen 
that when St. Pius V requested them to ex- 
change their abode for that of the Dominican 
nuns situated outside the city walls, they peti- 
tioned that the title of St. Joseph should be 
transferred to their new church. This was 
easily granted. Thus, in their new sanctuary 
they were able to continue their pious devotion 
in honor of the holy Patriarch, to the spiritual 
advantage of the faithful. 
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The Servants of Mary strove in various ways, 
but particularly by preaching and solemn serv- 
ices, to further devotion to the holy Patriarch. 
They looked upon this as one of their peculiar 
duties because, consecrated as they were by pro- 
fession to the spreading of devotion to the sor- 
rowful Mother of God, they were aware that 
nothing pleases her more than to see her pure 
spouse, who shared in her anguish and sorrow, 
held in honor and veneration by all. To sound 
his praises still more and implore his aid, the 
Servants of Mary, at a General Chapter of the 
Order held at Orvieto in 1324, further enacted 
a decree for the purpose of commemorating his 
feast-day on the nineteenth of March. This 
was well nigh four centuries before Gregory 
XV ordered his festival to be celebrated 
throughout the Christian world. 

Not less devoted to St. Joseph were the sons 
of St. Dominie, as may be inferred from the 
lives of many holy members of this illustrious 
Order. The Dominican friar Bartholomew of 
Trent wrote a life of the holy Patriarch; St. 
Vineent Ferrer interspersed throughout his 
beautiful and soul-stirring sermons the won- 
derful virtues of St. Joseph; and the learned 
friar Isidore of Isolani was the first to attempt 
to reduce to a theological tract the mysteries 
relating to the life and virtues of our dear 
Saint. 
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Neither were the Franciscans wanting in fer- 
vent zeal for the honor of St. Joseph. Ih the 
year 1389, at a General Chapter of the Order 
assembled at Assisi, they decided to keep his 
feast with an Office of nine lessons. 

But what of the Order of the Blessed Virgin 
of Mount Carmel? Even were there no docu- 
ments to attest the filial devotion which was 
early practised by the Carmelite monks and 
nuns toward St. Joseph, the special example 
which the illustrious St. Teresa set to the Re- 
ligious of both sexes of this renowned Order 
would alone suffice. It was she who gave a 
special impulse to that great movement in favor 
of the devotion to St. Joseph which was soon 
to become universal and to reach its climax as 
it did in the last century. 

The Carthusian monks also shared in a sim- 
ilar veneration for St. Joseph, as is confirmed 
by the following fact. In the beginning of the 
seventeenth century the novitiates of the Order, 
owing to dearth of vocations, were almost de- 
pleted. The Fathers, in their perplexity, con- 
voked a General Chapter, in which it was de- 
creed that they should have recourse to the 
intercession of St. Joseph. Upon this the capit- 
ular Fathers adopted the following resolution: 
they named St. Joseph one of the special pa- 
trons of the Order and also decreed that his 
feast should be celebrated as solemnly as pos- 
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sible. From that moment the influx of vocations 
was 80 large and of such worth that every fear 
of the Order's perishing soon disappeared. 

It would take too long to recall each of the 
Religious Orders or Congregations in particular 
which practises a special devotion to St. Joseph. 
It may be said in truth that there is hardly a 
Religious Community that has not selected the 
holy Patriarch as its patron and protector, or 
does not honor him by special marks of de- 
votion, receiving in turn from his bounty plenti- 
ful signs of assistance and blessing. 


PRAYER 


I bless and thank Thee, O Lord, for having 
predestined the foster-father of Thy Son Jesus 
Christ above all saints and angels of paradise. 
Grant me, I beseech Thee, so to correspond with 
Thy graces that I may merit to obtain eternal 
glory in heaven. Amen. 


Third Day 


HOW THE PREDESTINATION OF ST. JOSEPH WAS 
ORDAINED TO MANIFEST THE GLORY OP GOD 


“The Lord hath made all things for Him- 
self.” (Prov. xv1, 4.) 


OD is infinitely happy in Himself, and 
therefore has no need of any creature 
whatsoever. Hence, in drawing the world out 
of nothing He could not have had in view the 
increase of His own bliss or greatness. On the 
other hand, He 1s the first beginning and last 
end of all things; and so it was impossible that 
He should have willed anything, however small 
this might be, without ordaining it to His own 
glory. Wherefore, having made the heavens 
and the earth, ‘‘He saw all the things that He 
had made, and they were very good." ^ Now, 
the goodness of the things of this world con- 
sists principally in their being directed to God’s 
glory and to the exterior manifestation of His 
attributes. It follows that the higher a creature 
is, the more it is apt to show forth the divine 
perfections. As St. Joseph, then, was invested 
1 GEN., I, 31. 
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with the exalted dignity of spouse of Mary and 
foster-father of Jesus, it follows that his pre- 
destination was eminently fitted to display the 
glory of God and to place His infinite attributes 
in clear relief. 

This is a profound and vital truth, and one 
which it would be well for us ever to bear in 
mind. We ought to reflect on this fact and try 
to convince ourselves that we are in this world 
for no other purpose than to give glory to Him 
who is the author of our being. Were we deeply 
impressed with this great fact, we could repeat 
with Our Lord: “I honor My Father . ...I 


seek not My own glory. di 
* 


These four RON justice, good- 
ness and power—are conspicuous in all the 
works of God. Now, we see them set forth in 
an admirable manner in the predestination of 
St. Joseph. Let us eonsider each of them in 
particular. 

First of all, wisdom consists in finding an 
easy and prompt method of applying the apt 
means to obtain a fixed end. Now, the presence 
of St. Joseph was, within the sanctuary of the 
Holy Family, the means, simple and appropri- 
ate, ordained by God to screen from a proud 
and material world the awful mystery of the 


3 Joun, viir, 49, 50. 
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conception of the Word Incarnate in the womb 
of a stainless Virgin. 

The attribute of justice appears no less won- 
derfully in the predestination of St. Joseph. 
The Redemption of the human race is, in truth, 
the work by excellence in which the divine 
justiee is seen in all its splendor. When the 
time had come for Christ to expire upon the 
eross amid untold agony and reproach, He could 
well testify that He had made rigorous satis- 
faction to His heavenly Father for all the trans- 
gressions of mankind. Now, who, after Mary, 
the co-Redemptress of the world, had a more 
intimate part in this great work of atonement 
than St. Joseph, to whose paternal care had 
been committed the keeping of the holy Victim 
unto the day of sacrifice? 

The attribute of goodness, which consists in 
this, that God bestows His riches both natural 
and supernatural on His creatures, was also 
made very conspicuous in the predestination of 
St. Joseph. If it is true that the Creator of 
all things never fails to grant His graces to 
His creatures according to their wants, how 
great must have been the supply with which 
He enriched him whom He had called to the 
sublime office of foster-father of His Son? In 
very truth St. Joseph may be said to be a 
prodigy of the divine liberality. 

Not less clearly is the attribute of divine 
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power manifested in the predestination of St. 
Joseph. Can there be anything more extraor- 
dinary than that a humble artisan, totally 
destitute of the goods and riches of this world, 
should have been deputed to guard the precious 
life of the Redeemer of the world, who from His 
very cradle was sought to death by the most 
cruel and powerful of enemies? 

Let us give thanks to God for having dis- 
posed things with so much wisdom, that the 
predestination of St. Joseph to the office of 
foster-father of Jesus should be the cause of 
men arriving at a better knowledge of the di- 
vine attributes and of giving Him infinite honor 
and glory. 

* * * 

Divine Wisdom, which foreordained St. Jo- 
seph to the sublime office of foster-father of 
Jesus, likewise destines every maz for some 
special duty, the accomplishment of which is, 
in God's design, calculated to bring an increase 
of extrinsic glory to the Most Holy Trinity. 

There is no position in life, be it ever so 
humble and obscure, in which man, provided 
he carefully fulfills his obligations, cannot give 
God special honor and glory. Nay, it often 
bappens that God gathers more praise and glory 
from the poor and lowly than from the great 
and mighty. The life of a poor and unpretend- 
ing person may, indeed, appear vile and con- 


88 THIRD DAY 


temptible to the world, but in the sight of God 
it may be of real high value. People in & low 
and needy position may practise the Christian 
virtues with perfection, and consequently may 
give great glory to our divine Lord. Thus, St. 
Joseph's life was in fact deemed worthy of 
contempt by an unbelieving world; the rich men 
of Bethlehem would not give him shelter when 
he wandered from house to house: yet how much 
honor and glory did not this lowly artisan give 
te God! 

We should remember that we are in this world 
only to give honor to God; and, indeed, what- 
ever may happen, we must eventually contribute 
our share of glory to Him, whether we do so 
willingly or not. But there is this to be borne 
in mind, that if we correspond faithfully with 
divine grace and contribute by our holy lives 
to manifest God's sanctity, we shall be awarded 
an everlasting happiness. If, on the other hand, 
we despise God’s law and thereby fail to attain 
the end for which we were made, we shall still 
give honor to Him, but by being consigned to 
eternal punishment. We shall, in the first case, 
contribute in manifesting God’s infinite mercy; 
in the second, His everlasting justice. It is for 
us to decide what course we shall choose to 
follow. 
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EXAMPLS 
ST. TERESA OF JESUS 


Among the saints who have shown themselves 
particularly devout to St. Joseph, the holy 
Mother Teresa of Jesus deserves a very special 
mention. In her own life she relates that when 
a young girl she had been declared tubercular 
by physicians, and that moreover she had fallen 
victim to a dreadful nervous malady which re- 
sulted in her becoming so crippled that she 
could not walk unassisted. In this painful state 
she had recourse to St. Joseph; nor was her 
confidence misplaced, for the holy Patriarch 
not only cured her of her physical ailment, but 
also brought her back to the perfect use of her 
limbs. From thenceforth, as she herself attests, 
she never ceased to experience the assistance 
of this merciful Saint. | 

St. Teresa was wont to affirm that she never 
prayed to St. Joseph in vain. ‘‘It is really 
marvelous,’’ these are her words, ‘‘ what grace 
God has bestowed on me through the interces- 
sion of St. Joseph, and how he has delivered 
me from many perils both of body and soul. 
.... It is now many years since I made it a point 
to request of him some particular favor on his 
feast-day, and never has he refused my petition. 
If at any time I sought for something which 
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would not have been good for me, St. Joseph 
corrected my petition, always granting me a 
better gift than the one for which I had asked." 

For this reason she concludes: ‘‘It seems 
as if God had bestowed upon the saints in gen- 
eral the power of succoring us in some specified 
necessity ; but to St. Joseph He has granted the 
power to help us in all our needs. Our Lord," 
she adds, ‘‘wishes us hereby to understand 
that as He made Himself subject to St. Joseph 
on earth, so also in heaven He is ready to 
do whatever the holy Patriarch may now ask. 
Should you doubt my words I beseech you, 
through the love of God, to put my statement 
to test, and you will learn by experience what 
great gifts he receives who recommends him- 
self with devotion to this illustrious Patriarch.’’ 

But the saintly Mother Teresa exhorts per- 
sons of prayer in particular to have recourse 
to St. Joseph. She again says: ‘‘Let him who 
has not as yet found a master to teach him 
how to pray go to St. Joseph and he will never 
go amiss." It is not, then, to be wondered at 
if the holy Carmelite virgin proved an ardent 
promoter of devotion to St. Joseph, after whom 
she would name all her monasteries and under 
whose guardianship she would place the entire 
Order which she had reformed.’ 

St. Teresa also knew how to infuse into her 


? Vita della 8. Madre Teresa di Gost, c. 6, Venice, 1709. 
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spiritual daughters a love for the holy Patriarch 
similar to her own. Let it suffice to mention 
Sister Mary of St. Joseph, who on the day of 
her profession took the chaste spouse of Mary 
for her special patron. This devout disciple of 
Teresa lost her speech during the last four 
days of her life and, moreover, was left a prey 
to à most excruciating agony. It seemed as if 
God had permitted that she should experience 
some of the bitter anguish which filled the soul 
of her holy patron when he saw the pregnancy 
of Mary while still unacquainted with the mys- 
tery of the virginal conception of Jesus. All 
that Sister Mary of St. Joseph could then do, 
was to abandon herself entirely to the disposi- 
tion of the divine will. 

It was during one of these acts of love and 
resignation that this faithful disciple of St. 
Teresa breathed forth her pure soul into the 
hands of her Creator. On the same day a Car- 
melite nun of the same convent beheld her sur- 
rounded with glory, and Our Lord, pointing to 
her, said to this nun: ‘‘This is one of the num- 
ber of those following the Lamb.’’ Thus was 
the soul of this saintly Sister preserved from 
purgatory’s fire, owing to the acts of perfect 
resignation to the will of God which she had 
performed in honor and in imitation of those 
of her holy patron, St. Joseph.‘ 


* B. Bouix, Sainte Thérèse de Jésus T. 1. 
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PRAYER 


O Lord, I firmly believe that for no other 
end Thou hast created me but Thine own 
greater glory. Grant me, I beseech Thee, so to 
faithfully accomplish all the obligations of my 
state, in imitation of St. Joseph, that I may 
give Thee honor and glory and one day be per- 
fectly happy with Thee in heaven, singing Thy 
praises eternally, Amen, — 


Fourth Day 


ST. JOSEPH ANNOUNCED IN SPECIAL PERSONAGES 
AND OBSERVANCES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 


“Which are a shadow of things to come, but 
the body ts of Christ." (Cor. rr, 17.) 


S THE occurrences of the Old Testament 
were all ordained to the manifestation of . 
the New Law, it should not surprise us if God 
also decreed that the glorious Patriarch St. 
Joseph should be announced in certain dis- 
tinguished personages and in certain observ- 
ances of the Old Law. As regards the persons 
whom God from time to time raised up to fore- 
shadow some particular virtue of St. Joseph, 
we should first observe that as these persons 
bear in respect to St. Joseph the relation which 
a picture does to him whom it represents, we 
may well assume that the great Patriarch far 
surpasses those persons in grace and perfection 
in the same way that a statue excels its model, 
or an exemplar its copy. | 
It is true that these personages were destined 
to foreshadow, in the first place, Our Lord 


Jesus Christ, the perfect Man and the end of 
43 
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allthings. However, as God is able to embrace 
at & glance all things in His all-comprehensive 
knowledge, He likewise ordained that these 
same persons should, in the second place, fore- 
shadow also the illustrious Patriarch St. Jo- 
seph. And this they did, not certainly in the 
imperfections which they may have had, but 
in those admirable virtues which distinguished 
them. We should admire, then, the infinite wis- 
dom of God, who, on account of the special love 
which He had for St. Joseph, raised up in the 
Old Testament eminent personages who should 
symbolize the future greatness of the foster- 
father of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
* è * 

The persons destined by God in the Old 
Testament to symbolize the sanctity and glory 
of St. Joseph were indeed many, but of these, 
seven may be chosen as representing in them- 
selves with greater perfection one or other of 
the three theological and of the four cardinal 
virtues, which were possessed in their perfec- 
tion by the foster-father of Jesus. These per- 
sons are: Abraham, Jacob, David, the ancient 
Patriarch Joseph, Noah, Job and Moses. 

In Abraham, we may behold symbolized the 
intrepid faith of St. Joseph; in Jacob, his un- 
shaken hope; in David, his ardent charity; in 
the first Joseph, his extraordinary prudence; in 
Noah, his perfect justice and sincere spirit of 
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religion ; in Job, his constant patience and spirit 
of fortitude; in Moses, his meekness and tem- 
perance. 

Worthy, indeed, of our admiration is the great 
Patriarch St. Joseph, who from earliest times 
was foreshadowed by such illustrious men be- 
cause he was destined to play such an important 
part in the work of our Redemption. 

* * * 

Not only had God ordained that St. Joseph 
should be prefigured by some of the most emi- 
nent personages of the Old Law, but He also 
had decreed that the foster-father of His Son 
should be made known by various symbols in 
use in the Ancient Covenant. This He did in 
order to teach us how this great Saint was to be 
the inseparable companion of Jesus and Mary. 
Indeed, if we search into the mystical significa- 
tion of some of the symbols of the Old Testa- 
ment, we shall find in them a foreshadowing of 
the prerogatives of Mary and Joseph in their 
relation to the Word Incarnate. 

In the first place, as Mary is that paradise 
of delights, watered by the river of grace and 
embellished by the tree of life which is Christ 
Jesus, so we may perceive in the watchman 
divinely appointed to guard that paradise, the 
holy Patriarch St. Joseph, the future foster- 
father of Jesus and spouse of the Immaculate 


1 Gm., 11, 8, foll. 
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Virgin? Likewise, as Mary is foreshadowed 
in the dove which returned to the ark bearing 
in its beak an olive branch as a token that the 
universal flood had subsided,? so St. Joseph 
is prefigured in Noah, who let the dove into the 
ark and there took special care of it. 

Further, we read that when Moses was com- 
manded to make the propitiatory of purest 
gold,* he was likewise ordered to prepare two 
cherubim of glory to cover the same;° now, as 
the propitiatory was a symbol of the Saviour 
of the world, so were the two cherubim figures 
of Mary and Joseph, who were to adore con- 
tinually the Host of propitiation, Jesus Christ. 
Finally, as Mary was to be the ark of the Testa- 
ment? which should contain the Holy of Holies, 
so St. Joseph was to be that most pure veil 
which should hide from the eyes of unworthy 
men the mystery of the Incarnation. 

Let us give praise to God, for having delin- 
eated by sacred symbols the sweet and holy 
figures of Mary, the Immaculate Mother of His 
Son, and of St. Joseph, her most holy spouse. 


3 Ibid., 111, 24. 
3 Ibid., virt, 11. 
4 BX., xxv, 17; xxvi, 34. 
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ExAMPLRN 


BLESSED HERMAN OF STEINFELD, SURNAMED 
JOSEPH 


How dear to the heart of our blessed Lady 
was the choice which God made of St. Joseph 
for her spouse and inseparable companion on 
earth, can be seen from the fact that this di- 
vine Mother was once pleased to select one of 
her devoted servants, the Blessed Herman of 
Steinfeld, to symbolize in his person the high 
office of devotion and piety performed by the 
saintly Patriarch toward her. This, in fact, 
is what we read on this subject. 

Blessed Herman lived in the thirteenth cen- 
tury and belonged to the Order of Premonstra- 
tensians. He had a very special devotion to the 
Queen of Heaven and would avail himself of 
every occasion of testifying his love for her. 
His religious brethren, in view of the frequent 
acts of homage which they saw him perform to 
the Mother of God, had given him the surname 
of Joseph, intending to signify thereby that they 
considered him a faithful copy of the holy 


Patriarch in his office of veneration and love . 


toward the most Blessed Virgin. But this pro- 
ceeding was an offense to Herman’s humility, 
and he would often declare that his many de- 
fects rendered him unworthy of so high an 
honor. Notwithstanding this protest, his 
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brethren continued to call him Joseph, so that 
he resolved to utter a publie complaint of what 
he considered almost a scandal. This he did in 
the assembled Chapter of the Community. 

As this was of no use, the humble Religious 
prayed to God for help, when lo! there appeared 
to him the Blessed Virgin herself, escorted by 
two radiant angels. Mary then beckoned Her- 
man to her side and declared to him her will 
that he should represent her holy spouse St. 
Joseph, whom God had given her as a faithful 
companion on earth, and who was now reign- 
ing with her in glory. Thus was the Blessed 
given to understand that as Our Lord is often 
pleased to make choice of some holy virgins to 
be His chosen spouses on earth, so Mary, in this 
instance, had deigned to choose him for her 
mystic consort. 

Comforted and wonderfully consoled by this 
celestial vision, the devout Religious willingly 
acquiesced in the wishes of the Queen of 
Heaven, and thus was the mystery of his mys- 
tie union with her accomplished. In conse- 
quence of this event, which he made known to 
his superiors, Herman was henceforth called by 
the name of Joseph, and it is by this name that 
he also is known in history. 

Mary appeared a second time to Blessed 
Herman, bearing with her the Child Jesus, 
whom she placed in his arms, thus making the 
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faithful follower of St. Joseph taste some of the 
delights which the saintly Patriarch enjoyed 
whilst on earth. Thus, as St. Joseph had often 
carried the Child Jesus in His infancy, so did 
the Blessed Herman enjoy once at least in life 
the high privilege of bearing the Divine Infant 
in his arms. And who can measure the raptur- 
ous enjoyment he drew from such close proxim- 
ity to our dear Lord? The Blessed died on 
April 7, 1230, after a life of great holiness.® 


PRAYER 


We give thanks to Thee, O Lord, for having 
foreshadowed Thy foster-father with such il- 
lustrious figures and symbols, and we beseech 
Thee, through the merits of this great Saint, 
to make us correspond to Thy grace, that we 
may reach that degree of sanctity to which Thou 
hast destined us. 
~ * BOLLANDISTS, April 7. 


Fifth Day 


THE ANCIENT PATRIARCH JOSEPH, A FIGURE OF 
THE FOSTER-FATHER OF JESUS 


“Now Israel loved Joseph above all his 
sons,”’ (Gen. xxxvii, 3.) 


NE of the most touching narratives in 

the Old Testament is doubtless that of 
Joseph, the youngest but one of the sons of 
Jacob. When still a boy he distinguished him- 
self by the practise of many and eminent vir- 
tues, and throughout his whole life he was an 
object of God’s special providence, who deliv- 
ered him from the evils into which fraternal 
envy had cast him, and bestowed upon him 
honor and power. Finally his father Jacob, 
when dying, called down upon him from Heaven 
the choicest blessings. 

Now, it is the common teaching of sacred 
writers, confirmed by the authority of eccle- 
siastical liturgy, that this first Joseph was a 
figure of Mary's glorious spouse. Hence, it is 
both agreeable and useful for us to fix our mind 


upon that ancient patriarch and from what we 
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know of him learn the spiritual features of the 


foster-father of Jesus. 
In the first place, Joseph, son of Jacob, was 


conspicuous for his stainless chastity, which 
made him abhor even the breath of impurity, 
as we learn from Holy Scripture. He was like- 
wise illustrious for his wisdom and prudence, 
which he especially displayed in interpreting 
the dreams of Pharao, and in providing for the 
temporal wants of the Egyptians. Now, what 
can be more remarkable than the chastity of 
St. Joseph, who was chosen to be the guardian 
of the Queen of Virgins? And what more ad- 
mirable than his paternal solicitude in provid- 
ing for the every-day necessities of the Holy 
Family? 

But just as the first Joseph, notwithstanding 
his spotless life, was the object of fierce per- 
secution on the part of his ill-minded brethren, 
so also the second Joseph, together with Jesus 
and Mary, was exposed to bitter contradictions. 
True it is, that all ‘‘who will live godly in 
Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution.’? 1 

We should render thanks to Almighty God 
for having given to the world, in the person 
of Joseph son of Jacob, so conspicuous an image 
of the virtues of the foster-father of Jesus, and 
we should entreat Him to help us to conform 
our lives to that of this glorious Saint. 


! 2 TIM. 111, 12. 
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God never forsakes him who places entire 
trust in His fatherly providence. Divine Wis- 
dom, after having led Joseph the son of Jacob 
through many and diffieult ways, finally liber- 
ated him in a wonderful manner from the state 
of slavery to which the malice of men had re- 
duced him. He set him upon a throne and gave 
him unlimited power over the peoples of Egypt. 
In a like manner God dealt with St. Joseph, the 
spouse of Mary. After a life of fatigue and 
toil, he was raised to a high degree of glory in 
heaven and placed upon a throne next to that of 
Jesus and Mary. In addition to this, he was 
invested with a marvelous power of distributing 
graces which is surpassed only by that of the 
Mother of God. 

But how did the ancient as well as the new 
Joseph merit to be freed from the many evils 
which encompassed them on all sides? This 
was because of their great trust in the help 
of Divine Providence and their perfect conform- 
ity of heart to Its most lovable dispositions. 
In very deed, nothing is so acceptable to God 
and so liberally rewarded by Him, as a total 
resignation to the decrees of His most holy 
will and an unreserved and filial trust in His 
help. 

Let us ask Jesus, our divine Lord and Re- 
deemer, through the intercession of St. Joseph, 
the grace to abandon ourselves completely to 
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the sweet dispositions of Providence, in whose 
arms we may trustfully rest, for we know that 
He will always take care of us: ‘‘In peace in 
the selfsame I will sleep and I will rest.” ? 


* * * 


As Joseph the son of Jacob was a figure of 
Mary's holy spouse in the practise of the most 
wonderful virtues and in the complete aban- 
donment of himself to the dispositions of Di- 
vine Providence, so did he also foreshadow this 
glorious Patriarch in those blessings which 
Jacob on his deathbed invoked upon him. 

Jacob had always shown a preference for 
his son Joseph, as is seen by the tunic of vari- 
ous colors with which he vested him; but it 
was partieularly when about to die that he gave 
utterance to expressions of special benevolence 
toward him. Having already blessed several of 
his sons, he came to Joseph and predicted that 
superabundant blessings should be his: first, 
he was to receive an abundance of beneficent 
rains from heaven; second, numerous founts 
springing from the earth were to be for his 
fields sources of special fertility; finally he was 
to have the joy of a large progeny.? 

Indeed, all these blessings were showered 
upon the son of Jacob principally because of 
Christ, whom he was predestined to fore- 


3 Pg, rv, 9. 
* GEN., XLIX, 25, 26. 
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shadow; but God, who moved Jacob’s tongue in 
uttering those blessings, had also in view 
Mary’s holy spouse, of whom the first Joseph 
was also a figure. 

If, then, the manifold blessings of Jacob to 
his beloved son Joseph were verified in a most 
excellent manner in Jesus Christ, they also 
proved true, although in an inferior degree, in 
the foster-father of Our Lord. The gift of di- 
vine grace, signified by the beneficent rain from 
heaven, was bestowed upon him in lavish quan- 
tity. He also was enriched by a special wealth 
of virtue and good works, symbolized by the 
fountains springing from the earth. Finally, a 
child was given him, through the Virgin Mary, 
who would be the Saviour of the world. We 
may well admit, therefore, that the words 
“now Israel loved Joseph above all his sons’? 4 
are applicable to the foster-father of Christ no 
less than to the son of Jacob. 


EXAMPLE 
GERSON, CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF PARIS 


One of the most illustrious clients of the 
foster-father of Jesus was undoubtedly the cele- 
brated doctor John Charlier, commonly ealled 
Gerson, from the village of his birth, in the dio- 


* GEN., XXXVII, 3. 
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cese of Rheims, France. Gerson was chancellor 
of the University of Paris and was both pious 
and learned. He was selected by God to pro- 
mote in the Church veneration and honor to St. 
Joseph, and indeed he became one of the most 
zealous propagators of this wholesome devotion, 
which he strove unceasingly to instill in the 
hearts both of faithful and clergy by writing 
and by word of mouth. The authority which 
his position and extraordinary learning had 
given him contributed much to this end. 

Among the works he composed in honor of 
St. Joseph are still preserved a Mass and an 
Office, the recitation of which he was wont to 
recommend to priests. He also wrote various 
panegyrics and hymns to the holy spouse of 
Mary, and particularly an heroic poem, entitled 
‘‘ Josephina,’’ divided into twelve books. There- 
in he sings in affectionate verses the praises of 
the glorious Patriarch, the various events of his 
life, and the sufferings he underwent for the 
sake of Jesus and Mary. 

He would also willingly avail himself of every 
suitable occasion to speak of the virtues of his 
great Patron. To mention one instance only, 
when assisting at the Council of Constance 
(1414-1418), he was one day called upon to give 
a discourse to the assembled Fathers on the 
feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin which 
occurred on that particular day, and on this 
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occasion he could not refrain from associating 
with Mary her chaste spouse Joseph, devoting 
a great portion of his sermon to celebrating his 
prerogatives and praises. With such unction 
and energy did he speak, that the Fathers of the 
Council were deeply moved to admiration for 
the piety and learning of the chancellor, whose 
tender love and devotion for the holy Patriarch 
they unanimously shared. 

Nor did the zeal of this great doctor rest here. 
To word and speech he added action. He pro- 
posed to the Fathers of the Council that special 
prayers should be ordered to be said in honor 
of St. Joseph to obtain from God the freedom of 
the Church, which at that time was being cruelly 
persecuted. He likewise earnestly begged that 
a special feast be appointed to be celebrated in 
honor of the Saint in order that the faithful 
might thereby experience the benefit of his in- 
tercessory power. Passing years have proved 
how the zeal and wisdom of the learned prelate 
were well directed, and we may confidently hope 
that he now enjoys in heaven the fruit of his 
labors spent in recommending devotion to St. 
Joseph. 


PRAYER 
O God, who didst so love St. Joseph as to or- 


dain that his virtues should be foreshadowed in 
those of Joseph the son of Jacob, grant me so 
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to practise Christian virtues and especially 
resignation to Thy holy will, that I may deserve 
to receive an abundance of those blessings which 
Jesus Christ has brought us by His passion and 
death. Amen. 


Sixth Day 
BIRTH AND FIRST SANCTIFICATION OF ST. JOSEPH 


** 4 little fountain grew into a very great 


river and abounded into many waters." 
(Esrz., x1, 10.) 


HE office of spouse of Mary and foster- 

father of Jesus, to which St. Joseph had 
been destined by God, is one indeed of incom- 
parable dignity. Yet, there was nothing in the 
eonception and birth of this holy Patriarch 
which distinguished him from other Hebrew 
children. The Blessed Virgin Mary, who had 
been elected by God to become the Mother of 
the Word Incarnate, was by a singular privilege 
conceived without the slightest stain of sin. St. 
John the Baptist, called to the office of pre- 
eursor of the Divine Redeemer, was miracu- 
lously sanctified in his mother's womb. But as 
regards St. Joseph, there is nothing in Holy 
Seripture or Tradition which entitles us to hold 
that his conception and birth were different 
from those of other children of Adam. God 
wished that his beginnings should in all respects 


be like unto those of other men, though he was 
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to be raised in course of time to such a high 
degree of grace and sanctity. 

Here we should admire the unsearchable ways 
of Divine Wisdom, which had disposed that 
the earthly beginnings of St. Joseph should be 
like those of every son of Adam, that he should 
receive sanctifying grace only after his birth, 
and that only upon arriving at the use of reason 
he should grow in it by his generous corre- 
spondence. Thus, also, had God decreed that 
the singular mission and glory of the foster- 
father of His Son should be fully acknowledged 
in the Church only in the course of ages. Truly 
may we here apply the saying of Holy Scrip- 
ture: ‘‘Humility goeth before glory.’’? 

+ La * 

If God did not choose to work a miracle in 
order to hasten the first sanctification of St. 
Joseph, He provided, however, that the future 
foster-father of His Son should be given easy 
access to the means appointed by Him for the 
purpose of enriching him with the gift of divine 
grace. This means was the rite of circumcision, 
by which the stain of original sin was remitted 
and grace infused into the souls of children 
when still destitute of the use of reason. To 
this humble ceremony of the Old Law, which 
was but a figure of Baptism, God had attached, 
in view of the future sufferings of Christ, the 

! PROY., xv, 33. 
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power of canceling original sin and of adorning 
the soul with sanctifying grace, thereby liber- 
ating it from the bondage of the devil. 

Wherefore, on the eighth day after his birth, 
the child Joseph, in accordance with the pre- 
scription of the Mosaic Law, was subjected to 
the painful rite of circumcision, and was thus 
born to the life of grace, becoming an adopted 
son of God. From this moment Divine Provi- 
dence watched over him with a peculiar love, 
taking pleasure in him as in a beautiful flower 
whose brightness should never tarnish and 
whose fragrance the slightest venial sin should 
never disturb. The eyes of the Almighty rested 
upon this chosen child with inexpressible com- 
placence. He bound it to Himself with bonds 
of close friendship which were never to be 
broken nor weakened by the least act of infidel- 
ity on the part of St. Joseph. 

We are indebted to God’s infinite goodness 
for having instituted in the New Law the sac- 
rament of Baptism by which we are cleansed 
from original sin and become God’s close 
friends, members of His Church, brothers of 
His only-begotten Son, and heirs of His divine 
promises. We must return thanks to God for 
having regenerated us in the salutary waters 
of Baptism and for having bestowed upon us 
His grace when as yet we did not know Him; 
nay, when we were His open enemies. Unlike 
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St. Joseph, we perhaps have not preserved un- 
stained our wedding garment. If so, let us call 
upon the help of divine grace that in future we 
may become more watchful, avoiding all occa- 
sions of again falling not only into mortal sin, 
but even into any deliberate venial sin. 

* * & 

It is a strict obligation for every child, as 
soon as he attains the use of discretion and be- 
gins to understand the relation in which he 
stands to his Creator, to submit his mind and 
heart, at least in a general way, to Him, sub- 
jecting himself to the divine will and devoting 
his very being and life to God’s service. For 
the worthy accomplishment of this solemn duty 
God does not fail to bestow His grace upon the 
child, and according to the way in which the 
child himself then corresponds with God’s ac- 
tion is divine grace increased in its soul. 

Thus, the infant Joseph, when about three or 
four years of age, at which time we may pre- 
sume the dawn of reason broke upon him, of- 
fered himself to God with all the fervor of his 
heart. Moved by grace, he consecrated himself 
entirely to divine service, submitting to the Al- 
mighty his whole self as a perfect holocaust, 
and declaring himself ready to do His most holy 
will in all circumstances. Pleasing, indeed, was 
this sacrifice to the Divine Majesty. From that 
moment, God poured into the soul of this dear 
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child His choicest treasures, lavishly rewarding 
his generosity by surrounding him with His 
special assistance. If up to this time grace 
had been in St. Joseph’s soul only as a little 
fountain calmly watering the faculties of his 
heart and mind, from that happy day forward it 
grew into a large and majestic river, which was 
destined henceforth to increase and abound in 
limpid and refreshing waters until it should 
come to be, as it were, a boundless ocean. 


EXAMPLE 
SALVATION IN TIME OF DANGER 


St. Teresa was once making a journey with 
some of her Sisters for the purpose of founding 
a new convent of reformed Carmelites in a 
small town of Spain. Before starting, she 
placed her enterprise under the protection of 
St. Joseph, promising him that she would dedi- 
cate the new foundation to him if he would help 
her to bring it to a successful issue. 

Unfortunately, the coachman, unaequainted 
as he was with the roads of that region, lost 
his way and soon found that his horses had 
entered upon a wrong path, if indeed that is to 
be found in an all but trackless country. The 
horses hereupon became frightened and unman- 
ageable. They ran hither and thither, rushing 
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now near one declivity, now near another. Sud- 
denly, St. Teresa and her companions found 
themselves on the brink of a dangerous preci- 
pice. 

The confidence which the Saint had in the 
help of the holy Patriarch urged her to break 
aloud in these words: ‘‘My daughters, we are 
lost unless St. Joseph comes to our assistance. 
Let us call upon his aid.’’ Scarcely had they 
all done so, when a powerful voice was heard, 
coming as it were from the depths of an abyss 
and shouting out: ‘‘Stop, stop!’’ This voice of 
the unseen friend had a calming effect upon the 
horses. They first stopped in reality and then 
meekly took the way in the direction of that 
voice, though this seemed to be a dangerous 
course. Laying aside all fear and trusting in 
God, the travelers followed the perilous course 
and soon found themselves again on the right 
road. 

Having now come safely out of danger, the 
coachman and the entire company sought dili- 
gently for the kind man who had rendered them 
such a valuable service, but they could not dis- 
cover the slightest trace of him. St. Teresa 
said nothing, although her supernatural instinct 
had led her to clearly perceive the whole truth. 
Her heart was overfilled with gratitude, and 
she could find no expression for her thoughts. 
Her face was radiant with thankful joy. 
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Finally, she decided to reply to the questions 
of her companions, who complained of being 
unable to thank their benefactor. **You seek in 
vain, O my daughters,’’ she said, ‘‘for him who 
saved you. He is none other than our own dear 
father, St. Joseph."! 


PRAYER 


O Lord, who didst cause the child Joseph so 
generously to eorrespond with the first impulse 
of grace and thus to merit to grow in the pos- 
session of this heavenly treasure, grant me al- 
ways to lend an attentive ear to the inspirations 
of the Holy Ghost, that after the example of 
Thy foster-father, I may always correspond 
with the motions of Thy grace and unceasingly 
grow in the love of Thee. Amen. 


Seventh Day 
THE CONFERRING OF THE NAME OF JOSEPH 


"Joseph is a growing son, a growing son, and 
comely to behold.’’ (GEN., XLIX, 22.) 


T WAS a custom among the Hebrews for par- 
I ents to confer a name upon their new-born 
children on the eighth day after their birth; 
that is, on the day on which they were circum- 
eised. In accordance with this tradition, the 
child that was destined to be the spouse of Mary 
and foster-father of Jesus, received the name 
of Joseph on the day on which he was cireum- 
cised. This also happened through a special 
design of Providence, for the name which this 
privileged child received on this occasion was 
significant of his future greatness. 

In fact, the name ‘‘Joseph’’ in Hebrew sig- 
nifies ‘‘one growing ;’’ and, truly, no other name 
was more becoming to him whose life was to be 
a continual ascent toward the summit of sanc- 
tity. As the holy child Joseph was destined for 
a dignity which comes next after that of the 
Mother of God, so it was meet that he should 


make continual progress in the acquisition of 
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grace and in the practise of virtue. Likewise, 
God had decreed that, in course of time, his 
fame and glory should be the object of ever new 
and more splendid manifestations, until he 
should be proclaimed by the Vicar of Christ the 
Protector of the Universal Church. 

The venerable name of Joseph had first been 
bestowed upon Jacob’s saintly son who, from 
a humble shepherd boy, had been destined to 
become the viceroy of a large nation, passing 
from the dark cell of a dungeon into the superb 
halls of an imperial palace. With still greater 
propriety, was this name given to that incom- 
parable Saint who, from a simple artisan, was 
by the mercy of God raised to the sublime dig- 
nity of spouse and guardian of the Queen of the 
world, and of tutor and defender of the Word 
Incarnate. 

e * * 

The name of Joseph is not only expressive 
of the singular greatness of the chaste spouse 
of Mary, but also, when invoked with faith and 
devotion together with the holy names of Jesus 
and Mary, it possesses a special efficacy to incite 
us to good and draw us away from evil. 

In very truth, while this glorious name causes 
us to reflect on the greatness of him who bore 
it, it incites us at the same time to the imitation 
of his virtues, especially of that wonderful chas- 
tity, humility and fervor of devotion which dis- 


THE NAMING OF ST. JOSEPH 67 


tinguished him. Likewise, if this name be in- 
voked with reverence, it becomes a powerful 
weapon of defense against the temptations of 
the evil one, who many times has been forced 
to flee on the simple perception of this name. 

Wherefore, many good Christians are wont to 
add to the invocation of the sweet names of 
Jesus and Mary that of the glorious St. Joseph. 
They make it a point to call upon these holy 
names with faith and devotion, at least as often 
as they hear the clock strike or when awaking 
at night. But it is particularly at the hour of 
death that we should strive to invoke frequently 
these three holy names, that we may at that 
dreadful moment obtain the assistance of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. Happy indeed is he who in 
life has acquired this laudable habit; but thrice 
happy is he who breathes forth his soul, utter- 
ing, if not with his lips, at least in his heart, 
the tender and soothing names of these three 
holy persons. 

* * * 

As the name **Joseph?' is expressive of the 
singular greatness of the foster-father of Jesus, 
so also it conveys to our minds the fact that 
his special prerogative is that of being the 
Patriarch of the New Law. A patriarch is one 
who is the father of a son or sons, from whom 
a large and illustrious progeny proceeds. Now, 
we may say in truth that St. Joseph deserves 
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to be called a patriarch in the full sense of the 
term, having had as his foster-son Jesus, who is 
the Father of all the redeemed. 

The ancient Fathers are called patriarchs but 
only imperfectly and, as it were, in figure, inas- 
much as of them and their descendants Jesus 
Christ, the Father of all the faithful, was to 
be born in the course of time. But as the Old 
Testament is only shadow of the New, and as 
the reality surpasses the figure, so St. Joseph, 
who was foreshadowed by those ancient patri- 
archs of old, is called patriarch by excellence, 
beeause from his holy spouse was born the 
promised Messias, to whom the F'ather gave a 
progeny as vast as is the company of the elect. 
Wherefore, this glorious Saint is saluted by the 
faithful not simply as a patriarch, but as a glori- 
ous patriarch. 

To him also may be applied the prophetic 
vision of the ancient Joseph when he saw the 
sun, the moon and the stars bow down to him 
in adoration.! Indeed, he was revered in this 
life by Jesus, the King of Glory, and by Mary, 
His Holy Mother; and now he receives in 
heaven the respectful homage of all the angels 
and saints. 

- 1Gms., xxxvii, 19. 
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EXAMPLE 
THE VENERABLE PÈRE EYMARD 


The Venerable Pierre Julien Eymard, 
founder of the Congregation of the Servants of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, nourished a par- 
ticular devotion to St. Joseph, whom he con- 
sidered as the first worshiper, with Mary, of 
Our Lord Jesus Christ. He was glad to have 
an occasion of speaking of this great Saint, and 
in his sermons he would often extol his virtues 
and privileges. 

He also consecrated himself to him during the 
spiritual exercises which he made at Rome in 
1865. ‘‘Our Lord," he wrote, **has given me 
to-day a singular grace. He has inspired me to 
dedicate myself in an especial manner to St. Jo- 
seph as to my father, leader and protector. . . . 
He will be the spiritual director of my interior 
life, in order that I may lead that same life 
with him, hidden with Jesus and Mary and with 
his own self. I will imitate him SEDEM in 
his silence regarding himself. 

“I dedicated myself to St. J oseph as to my 
leader and master in all my duties as superior, 
so that I may fulfill these duties as I should, 
being meek and humble of heart as he himself 
was, endeavoring to be meek of heart with my 
brethren, humble with myself, and simple before 
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God. I have chosen this good Saint to be my 
counselor and bosom friend. I have taken him 
for my protector in troubles and difficulties, and 
for the protector of my Congregation, as being 
the little family of Jesus. I have not asked him 
to free me from my crosses and trials, but only 
from that self-love which spoils them and turns 
them into arguments of vanity. 

“I have prayed to Our Lord,’’ adds the same 
Venerable Father, ‘‘that He might give me St. 
Joseph for a father, as He had given me Mary 
- for a mother; that he might put in my heart that 
devotion, that confidence, that filial love of a 
client, of a devotee of St. Joseph. I trust the 
good Master has heard my prayers, for I now 
feel greater devotion to this great Saint, and I 
am full of confidence and hope.’’ 

Indeed, this servant of God always confided 
in the protection of St. Joseph. In all his trials, 
ia his sorrows, in his anxiety as to the future 
prosperity of his Congregation, the Venerable 
Pére Eymard never ceased to have recourse to 
the glorious Patriarch, bearing in his heart the 
assurance of always being heard by him.? 


PRAYER 


O God, who didst choose St. Joseph to be 
the foster-father of Thy Son and didst give him 


3 Gratianopolit., seu Parisien. Beatif, et Canon. Servi Dei Petri 
Taliani Eymard, F'undstoris Congregationis S8. Sacramenti, Roma, 
, p. 8, a. 248. 
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a name expressive of his great destiny, engrave, 
I beseech Thee, that sweet name, together with 
the names of Jesus and Mary, upon my heart, 
and grant that I may breathe forth my soul pro- 
nouncing these three holy names with faith and 
confidence. Amen. 


Eighth Day 
YOUTHFUL YEARS OF ST. JOBEPH 


*' Tt is a proverb: A young man according to 
his way, even when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” (Prov., xxu, 6.) 


T. JOSEPH is deservedly honored as the 

Patron of the spiritual and hidden life. 
For this reason it pleased God to keep from our 
knowledge the treasure of graces which he re- 
ceived especially during his youth, as well as the 
actions which he then accomplished and the 
merits which he acquired. We can therefore 
speak only in a general way of the virtues which 
he practised during all those years. 

And first, indeed, we must admit that he pos- 
sessed all the virtues in an heroic degree. We 
have a figure of this in the Scripture narrative 
concerning the ancient Joseph, who was a type 
of our glorious Patriarch. He had, says Holy 
Writ, a coat of divers colors made for him by his 
Father Jacob, as a sign of predilection. These 


colors were expressive of the different virtues 


t GEN., XXXVII, 3. 
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with which the soul of the future viceroy of 
Egypt was adorned. 

Although the saintly youth Joseph possessed 
all the supernatural virtues, yet he excelled 
principally in three; namely, in prayer, in avoid- 
ing all occasions of sin, and in diligent applica- 
tion to work. In these three virtues, as more 
especially becoming his state of life, he exer- 
cised himself in a particular way. Indeed, we 
may gather from the Sacred Text that the an- 
eient Joseph also, who, as we have said, was a 
figure of our holy Patriarch, was himself con- 
spicuous in the practise of these three virtues 
during the years of his boyhood. 

That Joseph the son of Jacob was given to 
prayer in his early years, we infer from the fact 
that he was then favored with communications 
from above. Indeed, these are wont to be the 
fruit of unceasing prayer and of habitual union 
with God. Likewise, we read that after the con- 
ception of Christ, God repeatedly manifested 
His will to St. Joseph by means of prophetic 
dreams, which is a sign that from early youth 
the holy Patriarch had been wont to commune 
with God in fervent and assiduous prayer. 

Let us endeavor to imitate St. Joseph in his 
love of prayer, for of all occupations this is the 
most holy, the most meritorious, and the most 


advantageous to our souls. 
* La € 
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It is an important duty for man to accustom 
himself to the practise of prayer from early 
childhood. But it is no less necessary for him 
to carefully preserve intact from his tenderest 
years the Christian virtues infused into his soul 
at holy Baptism. He must then learn to flee 
every occasion of sin, but especially of that op- 
posed to holy purity. It is hard to conceive how 
many snares the devil lays in the path of guile- 
less and incautious youths, in order to draw 
them into the abyss of sin, particularly through 
the alluring pleasures of sense. Fortunate is 
he who has passed through the critical years of 
his life remaining untainted with the filth of 
vice. 

It was the glory of Jacob’s well-beloved son 
to keep himself immune from the blemish of sin 
from earliest years. However, this great love 
of purity prompted him when yet a boy to de- 
nounce his brothers as guilty of a grievous fault 
against this holy virtue. Later, when in Puti- 
phar’s house he again succeeded in overcoming 
a great temptation against this holy virtue. 

From the fact that God selected St. Joseph 
from among all to be the faithful witness and 
guardian of the spotless Queen of virgins, we 
may well infer how pure he must have been 
from his youth, how spotless, how careful to 
keep unsoiled the lily of holy purity and to flee 
every occasion through which its brightness 
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might have been tarnished. Hence he was able 

to say, with more truth than Sara, the daughter 

of Raguel: ‘‘Thou knowest, O Lord, that I have 

kept my soul clean from all lust.’?? O holy 

virtue, which renders man like to the angels, and 

secures for him the special benevolence of God! 
* * * 

If we wish efficaciously to avoid sin, and espe- 
cially the baneful sin of impurity, besides 
prayer, watchfulness over our senses and 
the flight of sinful occasions, it is also neces- 
sary that we should apply ourselves to some 
useful work such as our state of life requires. 
The law of labor is of divine origin, and we 
know, moreover, that ‘‘idleness hath taught 
much evil"? In vain does he hope to keep 
himself chaste, who shrinks from work and 
passes his days in idle conversation or vain 
amusements. | 

Regarding the ancient Joseph, Holy Scripture 
expressly mentions the fact that, from his 
earliest years, he, together with his brothers, 
herded Jacob’s sheep. Likewise, we know that 
Mary’s holy spouse passed his youthful days 
in the humble workshop of a carpenter. There 
he learned the trade which he was to pursue 
during life and by which he would one day pro- 
oure for the Holy Family its daily sustenance. 


2 TOB., IIT, 16. 
* NCCLUS., XXXIII, 29. 
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A life employed in holy and useful occupation 
is indeed pleasing to God. A good Christian 
ought often to call to mind the advice of the 
Holy Ghost: ‘‘Whatsoever thy hand is able to 
do, do it earnestly." * Continued occupation in 
the fulfilment of one's own duties, fervent 
prayer, great vigilance over the senses, imme- 
diate flight of the occasions of sin: these are the 
essential conditions for leading a holy and pure 
life and progressing daily in grace and sanctity. 


EXAMPLE 
ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE 


St. Joseph is a perfect model of stainless 
purity. To him, therefore, was given the care 
of Jesus the King of purity, and of Mary the 
Virgin of virgins. It is not to be wondered at, 
then, that he has been universally chosen as the 
protector of youth. Christian parents and mas- 
ters who desire to impart to the young a true 
Christian training, feel themselves instinctively 
drawn to place their efforts under the patron- 
age of this great Saint and to propose him as a 
model to their sons or pupils, for it is particu- 
larly in the time of youth that the demon of 
impurity wages a war to the death against the 
holy virtue. 


* ECCLES., IX, 10. 
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St. John Baptist de la Salle, the Founder of 
the great teaching Congregation of the Chris- 
tian Brothers, acted on this principle when he 
placed his Institute under the protection of St. 
Joseph. He had already declared the Blessed 
Virgin to be the Patroness of his Congrega- 
tion; but he wished the youths confided to his 
care to be placed also under the special fatherly 
protection of St. Joseph. Therefore, he would 
often recommend his companions to have trust- 
ful recourse to the holy Patriarch, that so they 
might obtain for themselves that spirit of lov- 
ing and firm watchfulness, by which they might 
safely lead their pupils in the path of virtue. 

What struck the holy Founder most in the 
life of the spouse of Mary was his perfect sub- 
mission to the dispositions of Divine Provi- 
dence, his resignation to God's will in the most 
diffieult moments, his prompt obedience to the 
voice of God, his angelic chastity, his hidden hfe 
and especially his love for Jesus and Mary. 
Such was the reverence which he had for this 
great Saint, that he composed a special litany 
in his honor, choosing from Holy Scripture such 
invocations as best express the sentiments of 
love and respect which he had for the holy 
Patriarch. 

There is a particular event in the life of St. 
John Baptist de la Salle which shows his un- 
bounded devotion to the saintly spouse of Mary. 
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He was once confined to his bed for some time 
and could not celebrate holy Mass. When the 
vigil of the feast of St. Joseph arrived, he said 
to the Brother infirmarian: ‘‘What joy would 
it not be for me, if I could say Mass to-morrow 
and distribute the Bread of Angels to the Com- 
munity, and if, kneeling before the statue of our 
Patron, we could consecrate ourselves to him 
together!" His wish was answered. In fact, 
that same night, to the surprise of all, he was 
freed from his pains, and gradually felt his 
strength returning. 

On the following day he was able to rise and 
celebrate the unbloody Sacrifice, which he did in 
honor of the chaste spouse of Mary. That was 
his last Mass, and we may well imagine with 
what fervor and gratitude he celebrated it. This 
fact greatly contributed to augment in him and 
. in his companions devotion to the Patron of the 
Institute. Being near his death, he did not fail 
to exhort his sons to love and reverence with 
true piety the glorious spouse of Mary and 
foster-father of Jesus and to strive earnestly 
to imitate his virtues." 


PRAYER 


O Lord, who caused the holy child Joseph, 
whilst busy in the humble workshop at Naza- 
* Vite dé 8. Giov. Battista do la Salle, pp. 805, 416. Roma, 1900. 
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reth, to grow daily in sanctity and virtue before 
God and men, grant that through his interces- 
sion, I too, by avoiding all loss of time, by flee- 
ing every occasion of sin, by devoting myself 
to prayer and the daily fulfilment of my duties, 
may continually grow in the possession of Thy 
divine grace. Amen. 


Ninth Day 


ST. JOSEPH CHOSEN BY GOD TO BE THE SPOUSE 
OF MARY 


* Happy is the husband of a good wtfe.”’ 
(Ecorvs., XXVI, 1.) 


T. JOSEPH, having been predestined from 

all eternity to be the spouse of the Mother 

of God, it was necessary that when the ap- 
pointed time had come for the accomplishment 
of this mystery, he should actually be selected 
from among all his contemporaries for this 
great dignity. Now, how was this event to be 
brought about? Some writers have thought that 
God manifested His will by a special revelation. 
Others adhere to a simple and pious legend, 
according to which the staff of St. Joseph would 
have been seen covered with fresh flowers in 
preference to that of the various suitors for the 
Virgin's hand, and this would have been the sign 
of his being divinely elected to be Mary's hus- 
band. But neither of these opinions has any 
ground in Holy Scripture or support in Tradi- 
tion, and they cannot, therefore, be relied upon. 
The means chosen by God to bring about 

80 
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the election of St. Joseph to the dignity of 
spouse of Mary was that very law made in the 
early days of Israel, regulating the contracting 
of marriage among the children of the Jews. 
It was in accordance with this law that the for- 
tunate youth was chosen who was destined to be 
Mary's spouse. The Hebrew regulation re- 
quired that a maiden who was an only child 
and, consequently, heiress to her parents’ goods, 
should marry none other than one of her own 
family and tribe. Mary, indeed, was an only 
ehild, and both she and Joseph belonged to the 
same family. This was the reason why St. 
Joseph was selected to be the husband of the 
future Mother of Jesus. 

We cannot sufficiently admire the wonderful 
wisdom of God, who often brings about the ac- 
complishment of His high designs through ordi- 
nary and quite common circumstances. Men 
often see in the events of life nothing but natu- 
ral occurrences; but in reality these serve to 
execute a plan prepared from all eternity by 
Him who foresees all things and ordains them 
for His all-wise designs. 

d * * 

The fact that St. Joseph was chosen to be 
the spouse of Mary by reason of his kinship 
with her, is no reason why we should under- 
rate the honor which accrues to him from this 
choice. Indeed, by his spotless life, the holy 
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Patriarch merited so singular a grace, and the 
disposition of the Mosaic law to which we refer 
was but the means ordained by God for him to 
receive that great honor. 

In fact, St. Joseph surpassed in sanctity and 
purity of life all his contemporaries, no matter 
how holy they may have been. Nay, God had 
so disposed that the merits of St. Joseph should 
be in exact proportion with the dignity to which 
he was destined. On the other hand, this same 
dignity was for him an efficacious means by 
which he might make daily progress in virtue 
and finally attain to that degree of glory in 
heaven which God had prepared for him from 
all eternity. | 

Thus, all the virtuous deeds which St. Joseph 
performed before his marriage with our blessed 
Lady were, under the influence of grace, as so 
many touches of the divine artist's pencil, which 
embellished his soul and rendered him worthy 
of his high office. The incomparable dignity of 
spouse of Mary demanded to be coupled with 
a peerless sanctity, and this same sanctity, as 
actually found in our glorious Patriarch, made 
him worthy to be chosen in preference to all 
other young men as the husband of the Blessed 
Virgin, herself the most accomplished type of 
all purity and holiness after Jesus Christ, her 
Son. 

Let us return thanks to the Most High for 
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the lofty office He bestowed upon St. Joseph. 
Let us also learn from this great Saint ever to 
live and act in accordance with the standard 
of Christian perfection to which we pledged 
ourselves in holy Baptism, so that by the grace 
of Ged, we may ever grow in charity and finally 
arrive at eternal life. 
& * * 

Divine Wisdom, which ordains and governs 
all things with sweet harmony, chose for Mary 
a spouse worthy of her in the person of St. 
Joseph. The first requisite for a happy union 
in the bonds of marriage is similarity of char- 
acter, habits and virtues, between the contract- 
ing parties. If this be true, no other young man 
was more fit to be Mary's spouse than St. Jo- 
seph, as he resembled her more than any one 
else. A polished mirror receives and faithfully 
reflecta the rays of the sun: so it seemed as if 
St. Joseph had received in himself a reflection 
of sanetity from the Mother of God, so like were 
his own virtues to those of Mary Immaculate. 

We do not mean to assert that St. Joseph's 
sanctity was measured up to that of Mary's, 
for the Mother of God is superior both in dig- 
nity and grace to any other saint or angel. But 
we affirm that Mary's spouse resembled her 
more closely than any rational creature ever 
did. The union between Mary and Joseph was 
a singular union, most blissful and intimate; it 
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was based upon a perfect similarity of aspira- 
tion, affection and virtue. 

Let us thank and praise our good Lord, who 
chose for His holy Mother a companion and 
helper so perfectly resembling her. Let us also 
beg of Him assistance all the days of our life, 
that we may ever increase in His holy love, and 
that our souls may become more and more 
worthy of their heavenly spouse. 


EXAMPLE 
BLESSED MADALEINE SOFIE BARAT 


This illustrious servant of God, whose vir- 
tues shone forth during the greater part of the 
last century, and who was lately raised to the 
honors of the altar by Pope Pius X, had a 
tender devotion to the glorious St. Joseph. We 
quote the following from a letter written by 
her to the Sisters of her Congregation: ‘‘From 
the beginning, our Institute has had it at heart 
to propagate devotion to St. Joseph, whom we 
consider as our guardian and protector. Hence, 
we should offer on every Wednesday special 
homage and prayers to him, and keep his feast 
in a solemn manner. Many of our houses have 
already chosen him as their patron, and he hag 
shown us constant signs of paternal benevo- 
lence.’’ 
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This saintly woman would often speak with 
earnest warmth of the rare prerogatives of the 
holy Patriarch; she would exalt his dignity hid- 
den under humble appearanees; she would 
praise his sanctity, which was proportioned to 
his high mission; she would set forth his unique 
privilege to have been chosen by God to be the 
spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary; and, lastly, 
she would recall the great power of intercession 
which he now enjoys in heaven. 

‘‘The two greatest personages who ever lived 
on this earth,’’ she would say, ‘‘subjected them- 
selves to him. Jesus wished to become indebted 
to St. Joseph for the necessaries of life, and of 
this holy Patriarch alone it may be said that he 
saved the life of his Saviour. Let us love Jesus 
above all; let us love Mary as our Mother; but, 
then, how could we keep from loving Joseph, 
who was so intimately united to both Jesus and 
Mary? And how can we honor him better than 
by imitating his virtues? Now, what else did 
he do in all his life but contemplate, study and 
adore Jesus, even in the midst of his daily la- 
bors? Behold, therefore, our model."' 

Full of confidence in such a protector, Mother 
Barat would exhort her Sisters to petition him 
in this wise: ‘‘Deign to reveal to me, O glori- 
ous Saint, the spiritual wealth hidden in a poor 
and humble life such as thy own life was; obtain 

for me the interior spirit; vouchsafe to instruct 
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me that I may by thy guidance attain a perfect 
dependence of myself on the will of God. En- 
fold always in the mantle of thy paternal benev- 
olence our society, as thou didst thine own fam- 
ily." Never did Blessed Madaleine Barat re- 
tire to rest at night before she had devoutly 
kissed an image of St. Joseph and offered up a 
fervent prayer to him.! 


PRAYER 


O Lord, who didst call the glorious St. Joseph 
to a state of so great sanctity in order that he 
might be the worthy spouse of Mary most holy, 
gtant that I may avoid every occasion of sin and 
so exercise myself in the practise of virtue that 
I may become worthy of my high calling as a 
Christian, with which Thy infinite mercy has 
been pleased to favor me. Amen. 


Sean della Beata Maddalena Sofa Barat, pp. 617, 618, Fiarence, 


Tenth Day 


THE HOLY MARRIAGE OF ST. JOSEPH WITH THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN 


“When His Mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, she was 
found with child, of the Holy Ghost."' 

(Marr., 1, 18.) 


T IS a point of Catholic teaching that the 

Mother of God was united to St. Joseph by 
the bonds of true marriage. This, however, 
happened without the flower of virginity, which 
these holy persons had vowed to God, being in 
the least sullied. It is for us a pleasing and at 
the same time most useful occupation to pause 
and consider the reason why God ordained that 
this saintly union, which was not absolutely 
necessary for the mystery of the Incarnation, 
should have taken place. 

The first reason was because God wished that 
the virginal birth of Jesus Christ should be hid- 
den from the eyes of the Jews, who, incapable 
of understanding so extraordinary an occur- 


rence, would have seized the opportunity to 
87 
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calumniate Our Lord had they not known that 
Mary was the lawful spouse of Joseph. 

Furthermore, the wondrous birth of the 
Saviour had to be concealed from the devil, who 
otherwise would have incited the Jews to put 
Him to death before the time appointed by God 
had arrived. To understand this, we must re- 
member that as the devil did not possess the 
supernatural gift of faith, he could never come 
to know the divinity of Christ with absolute cer- 
tainty. But in course of time, that is, when he 
saw the wonderful works of Jesus, he came to 
the conclusion that Jesus must be more than an 
ordinary man, a kind of prophet, who would 
eventually establish the kingdom of God upon 
earth. 

Now, had the virginal birth of Jesus Christ 
been made known to the devil, he might have 
come to this knowledge from the beginning, and 
so he might have vented his fury on Jesus, 
causing Him to be put to death before He could 
accomplish the work of our Redemption. There- 
fore, in order that the enemy of mankind might 
not make void the designs of Providence re- 
specting our salvation, Almighty God in His 
infinite wisdom deereed that Jesus should be 
born of & Virgin united to St. Joseph by the 
bonds of true marriage. So, the presence of 
the saintly Patriarch was, in the Holy Family, 
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as a veil which covered the mystery of the 
virginal birth of the Saviour. 
Ld * * 

God disposed that St. Joseph should be united 
to Mary in marriage not only that the holy 
Patriarch might hold toward Jesus the office 
of father, but also that he might accomplish 
all the duties of a faithful spouse toward the 
Mother of His Son. 

Mary, as Mother of the Word Incarnate and 
eompanion with Him in the great sacrifice, was 
destined to share His sufferings, to follow Him 
into exile, to provide for His sustenance, and 
to jealously shield Him from the hands of those 
who sought to kill Him. "Therefore, it was just 
that she should have been given a faithful com- 
panion who would provide for her daily needs, 
protect her in the midst of the dangers of life, 
and with his affectionate conversations and 
sweet presence lighten her troubles. 

For this end, by reason of that holy mar- 
riage, Joseph became Our Lady's faithful guar- 
dian and the true witness of her virginity; he 
was her comfort in trials, her support in adver- 
sity and her inseparable companion in her great 
mission as co-Redemptress of the human race. 

But since the natural law would have spouses 
resemble each other in gifts of mind and heart 
as far as possible, we may infer from this how 
great must have been the perfection of the 
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Patriarch St. Joseph. He was, in fact, a most 
perfect copy of Mary, whom he resembled more 
than any other creature. 


* * $ 


The mystery of the union of the Mother of 
God with St. Joseph should remind persons liv- 
ing in the state of matrimony of the reverence, 
love and assistance they owe each other. But 
it also teaches us how pleasing in the eyes of 
Jesus is this virtue of holy virginity, which He 
wished to be practised perfectly here on earth 
by His holy parents. And this is indeed a sea- 
sonable lesson, as in the present times men 
seem entirely given up to the depraved pleas- 
ures of sense. The world knows not how to at- 
tend to the things of God, nor can it understand 
what sweetness and peace flood the soul that 
geeks God only. Faith alone teaches us what 
merit can be gained for heaven by the practise 
of perfect virginity united to the duties of the 
married state. 

Oh, how beautiful is the chaste and virtuous 
union of those persons whose conversations are 
“according to the will of God’’? and whose ac- 
tions all tend to their mutual edification! They 
are as most sweet fruits which strengthen the 
goul on its long and arduous journey from the 
exile of this life to its native country. 


1I Purser, IV, IL. 
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EXAMPLE 
ST. BRIDGET OF SWEDEN 


Devotion to St. Joseph, besides being a source 
of blessing to individuals, is also a pledge of 
heavenly graces and spiritual favors to Chris- 
tian families. Happy those families in which 
that spirit of piety, peace and concord which 
breathed through the holy house of Nazareth 
reigns supreme! 

One such family was precisely that of St. 
Bridget of Sweden, who, espoused to Ulfone, 
prince of Nericia, was blessed with eight chil- 
dren, all worthy of their saintly mother. Among 
these, one named Catherine shone with special 
luster. After having edified the world by her 
remarkable virtues, she had the consolation of 
seeing her request for the canonization of her 
mother crowned with success. In fact, it was 
recognized that St. Bridget had practised dur- 
ing her lifetime the virtues of humility and self- 
denial to so high a degree of heroism, and had 
persevered with such constancy in the spirit of 
prayer, that she merited to be raised to the 
honors of the altar soon after her death. 

Now, if St. Bridget obtained such consoling 
fruits, this certainly was due, among other 
causes, to the patronage of St. Joseph, concern- 
ing whose virtues and greatness she merited to 
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be especially instructed by the Mother of God 
herself. In fact, the Blessed Virgin on one 
occasion thus addressed her:? ‘‘St. Joseph was 
80 reserved and careful in his speech, that not 
one word ever issued from his mouth that was 
not good and holy, nor did he ever indulge in 
unnecessary or less charitable conversation. He 
was most patient and diligent in bearing 
fatigue; he praetised extreme poverty; he was 
most meek in bearing injuries; he was strong 
and constant against my enemies; he was the 
faithful witness of the wonders of Heaven, being 
dead to the flesh and the world, living only for 
God and for heavenly goods, which were the 
only things he desired. He was perfectly con- 
formed to the divine will and so resigned to the 
dispositions of Heaven, that he ever repeated: 
May the will of God ever be done in me. He 
rarely spoke with men, but continually with 
God, whose will he desired to perform. Where- 
fore, he now enjoys great glory in heaven.’’ 

On another occasion, the most holy Virgin, 
speaking with St. Bridget regarding her spouse . 
Joseph, said that she exhorted her to imitate 
the many examples of virtues which this saintly 
Patriarch has left us. It is not to be wondered 
at if the Saint, following this advice given her 
by the Mother of God, rose in a short time to 
a great height of sanctity. 


2 Revelations, I, 1v, Chapter 50. 
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PRAYER 


I thank Thee, O most sweet Lord, for having 
through the marriage of Mary and Joseph, pro- 
vided with so much wisdom for the honor of 
Thy Son made Man and of His most holy 
Mother. And since this glorious Patriarch cor- 
. responded so perfectly with his high calling as 
to become the protector of the Holy Family 
on earth, grant that the holy Catholie Church, 
the one great Christian family, may ever enjoy 
. the beneficial effects of the protection of this 
glorious patron. Amen. 


Eleventh Day 
PERPETUAL VIRGINITY OF ST. JOSEPH 


“O, how beautiful is the chaste generation 
with glory, for the memory thereof is immortal: 
because it is known both with God and with 
men.”’ (Wis., rv, 1.) 


NE of the most glorious prerogatives of 

St. Joseph, and certainly one most dear 

to the Christian heart, is that of his perpetual 

virginity. This truth, although not contained in 

Holy Scripture, is deeply rooted in the minds 

of the faithful. The denial of it could only pro- 

ceed from such as have lost the sense of Christ, 

and certainly could not be uttered without caus- 
ing grave scandal. 

That the glorious spouse of Mary and foster- 
father of Jesus Christ should always have re- 
mained a virgin, seems an almost necessary con- 
sequence of his dignity and of his office. How 
can we suppose that our Saviour, who wished 
to be born of a virgin mother, and who loves 
to feed among the lilies,’ should have consented 
to have as His foster-father one deprived of the 


1 CANT., 11, 16. 
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beautiful crown of perfect chastity and whose 
love would have been divided among creatures? 
How can we admit that Divine Providence 
should have given to her who is the Virgin of 
virgins a guardian and companion lacking the 
fragrant virtue of unsullied purity? How can 
we conceive St. Joseph himself divided in his 
affection for Mary? We know that Almighty 
God desires His ministers to lead a celibate life 
because of the holiness of their office. How 
much more, then, ought we to hold that it was 
His will that the Saint whom He had chosen to 
be the head and guardian of the Holy NB 
should live in perpetual virginity? 

We may firmly believe that this virtue ren- 
dered St. Joseph so like to Jesus, his foster 
Son, and to Mary, his most pure spouse. It is 
most dear to the heart of God and at the same 
time most pleasing to men. Such as wish to 
walk in the footsteps of the Lamb should en- 
deavor to practise carefully this holy virtue. 

* * * 

Not only did St. Joseph keep himself free 
from all enticement of flesh and blood through- 
out his life, but he wished, moreover, to conse- 
crate the flower of his virginity to God by vow, 
which he did being yet a youth. To Mary, the 
Mother of God, belongs the very first place in 
this matter, for she was the first person who 
ever made to God the vow of perpetual vir- 
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ginity. St. Joseph eomes next, having by di- 
vine inspiration followed in the footsteps of 
Mary. Thus, when these holy spouses came to 
be united in the bonds of matrimony, both had 
already pledged themselves by vow to observe 
forever perfect chastity. 

We should remember what a vow is and how 
pleasing an offering it is in the sight of God. 
A vow is a promise made to Almighty God of 
a thing possible and better than its opposite; 
and, so, it is an aet pertaining to the virtue of 
religion, having for its object to promote the 
divine honor and worship. As an offering, a 
vow is most pleasing to God, since by it man 
not only consecrates to Him the act of the pro- 
posed virtue, but he also adds thereto the firm 
purpose of always acting in conformity with 
that virtue to the greater glory of his Maker. 

Thus, then, did St. Joseph promise to God, 
by the vow of perpetual virginity, to abstain 
from every pleasure of sense, by renouncing 
entirely for the whole course of his life any 
act which could offend, were it but momentarily, 
the delicate and sweet-scented virtue of chas- 
tity. How pleasing this offering was in the eyes 
of the Almighty and with what complacency 
Jesus and Mary looked upon him who had thus 
renounced every earthly enjoyment to give 


pleasure to God alone! 
* * & 
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From the fact that Our Lord wished His holy 
Mother and His foster-father St. Joseph to 
practise perfect and perpetual chastity, we can 
deduce how dear to His Heart is this elect virtue 
which renders man similar to the angels, brings 
him nearer to God, and makes him capable of 
contemplating things celestial and of exercis- 
ing acts of heroic charity toward his neighbor. 
'*Ó how beautiful is the chaste generation with 
glory, for the memory thereof is immortal: be- 
cause it is known both with God and with men. 
When it is present, they imitate it: and they de- 
sire it when it hath withdrawn itself. And it 
triumpheth crowned forever, winning the re- 
ward of undefiled conflicts.’’ ? 

It is the singular glory of the Catholic Church 
to have numbered at all times among her chil- 
dren, persons who made profession of perfect 
continence. The examples of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph, which are continually held before our 
minds by the teaching of the Church, are a 
constant reminder of, and a powerful incentive 
to, the practise of perfect chastity. How glori- 
ous is the band of such heroes of both sexes 
who, renouncing the pleasures of the senses, 
make it their special object to preserve unspot- 
ted the holy lily of chastity! These, saith the 
Lord, ‘‘I will bring into My holy mount and 
will make them joyful in My house of prayer. 


3 Wis., Iv, 1, 2. 
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Their holocausts and their victims shall please 
Me upon My altar.’’ * 


EXAMPLE 
ORIGIN AND OBJECT OF THE CINCTURE OF 8T. JOSEPH 


In the year 1657 there lived in Antwerp an 
Augustinian nun of conspicuous sanctity named 
Elizabeth. For a long time she had been af- 
flicted with very severe pains and such was her 
condition that physicians declared death not 
only inevitable, but also imminent. Finding 
herself beyond all human aid, the devout Re- 
ligious thought of having recourse to St. Joseph, 
in whose protection she had a very special con- 
fidence. She had a cord blessed in his honor 
which she wore about her, asking the Saint to 
come to her assistance. Some days later, while 
absorbed in profound prayer, she felt herself 
suddenly and completely restored to health, so 
that the doctor who attended her, though a Prot- 
estant, was forced to admit her cure to be 
miraculous.* 

This miracle having been made known in dif- 
ferent places, many persons who were afllicted 
with serious ailments, trusting in the assistance 
of this great Patriarch, procured for themselves 


EE 


9? Is., LVI, T. 
* BOLLANDISTS, Acta 8. JoeepM, 19 Mart. Page 109. 
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cords similar to the one worn by the nun of 
Antwerp and, wonderful to say, they likewise 
experienced great relief. At the same time sev- 
eral pious priests conceived the idea that the 
eincture might serve not only as a means for 
obtaining bodily favors, but that it might also 
be a symbol and a remembrance of the excel- 
lence of the virtue of chastity practised by the 
holy Patriarch. This pious object would stimu- 
late the. faithful to ask of God, through the 
mediation of St. Joseph, a complete victory over 
the flesh. Thus was the Confraternity of the 
Cincture of St. Joseph first established in the 
Church of St. Nicholas at Verona, whence it 
finally spread all over the world. The Sov- 
ereign Pontiffs have enriched this pious Con- 
fraternity with copious indulgences. The seat 
of it is now in the Church of St. Rocco at Rome. 

The Cincture of St. Joseph should be made 
of cotton, wool or linen, and should be worn 
under the clothing. It is both a symbol and 
a prayer: a symbol of interior devotion to the 
glorious Patriarch; a prayer to obtain, through 
his powerful intercession, the virtue of holy 
purity. But since sorrows as well as joys are 
usually eommon property among friends, the 
Cincture has been made also to serve as a re- 
minder of the seven joys and seven sorrows of 
St. Joseph. For this effect it contains seven 
distinct knots, and these while recalling to the 
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mind of the devout clients of St. Joseph the 
sorrows and joys of this great Patriarch, are 
also a means for the faithful to sanctify their 
own sorrows and joys in union with those of the 
holy spouse of Mary. 


PRAYER 


O most chaste St. Joseph, who being chosen 
by God to be the faithful guardian of the Inear- 
nate Word and of the Queen of virgins, didst 
ever preserve unspotted the lily of holy purity; 
extend thy fatherly care over the clergy, who 
are the elect portion of holy Church, and 
through thy powerful intercession, obtain for 
all its members the grace of remaining un- 
harmed in the midst of the corruptions of a 
deceitful world. Amen. 


Twelfth Day 
ST. JOSEPH ACCOMPANIES MARY INTO JUDEA 


"A faithful friend is a strong defense; and 
he that hath found him, hath found a treasure. 
Nothing can be compared to a faithful friend." 

(Eccrus., vr, 14, 15.) 


HE humble Virgin of Nazareth having been 

made aware by angelic revelation of the 
miraeulous fecundity of St. Elizabeth, deter- 
mined to set out to visit her. This she did, 
moved as she was by a sense of fervent charity, 
in the hope of being of some comfort and assist- 
ance to her cousin. But Mary did not travel 
alone. She was, as writers generally tell us, 
accompanied on this journey by her chaste 
spouse, St. Joseph. 

The evangelists, whose purpose was to nar- 
rate those things only which pertain directly 
to the Incarnation of Christ, are silent on this 
point, which indeed has no direct bearing on 
this great mystery. However, from the expres- 
sion which St. Matthew uses, when calling St. 
Joseph the husband of Mary, we may readily 

1 Marr., I., 19. 


101 


102 TWELFTH DAY 


conclude that the Holy Patriarch did accompany 
his spouse on her journey to Judea. If, in fact, 
St. Joseph is called in Holy Writ a just man; if 
he was given to Mary purposely that he might 
be an inseparable companion to her, that he 
might guard her in time of danger and console 
her in adversity, how can we suppose that he 
should have deserted his youthful spouse at a 
time when she had special need of his presence 
and help? Rather, we may believe that the same 
tender spirit of charity which incited Mary to 
hasten without delay to the hillside country to 
succor her cousin Elizabeth, also moved St. Jo- 
seph to accompany his well-beloved spouse and 
share with her the inconveniences of a long and 
painful journey. 

Blessed art thou, O glorious St. Joseph, be- 
eause of the charity shown by thee to thy be- 
loved spouse. Thy presence during that jour- 
ney caused her more joy and comfort than the 
length of the way inflicted discomfort and 
fatigue upon her. 

Ll $ $ 

The journey from Galilee to Judea was a long 
and painful one for the holy couple. It required 
no less than ten days to cover on foot the hun- 
dred miles which separate Nazareth from the 
village of Elizabeth, now called Ain-Karem, or 
St. John on the Mountains. The way lay over 
hills and through valleys, and often was but a 
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by-path, rendered almost impracticable by rea- 
son of the inclement weather. Love, however, 
feels no fatigue. Thus, the companionship of 
these two loving souls, in whom reigned the 
spirit of God, made every inconvenience bear- 
able; nay, even pleasing. What wonder, then, 
if Joseph and Mary did not feel the weariness 
of the long journey, and arrived at the home of 
Elizabeth even more disposed and inclined to 
works of charity than when they set outt For 
on the way they edified each other with mutual 
prayer and pious discourses, recalling to mind 
the prophecies relating to the coming of the 
Redeemer. 

Having arrived at the home of Elizabeth, 
Mary was saluted by her cousin as blessed 
among women, for bearing in her womb the 
Saviour, blessed above all the sons of men. To 
this salutation Mary replied with that won- 
derful canticle, the Magnificat, which has been, 
and ever will be, the admiration of subsequent 
ages. 

St. Joseph was as yet unaware of the mystery 
which had occurred in Mary’s womb through 
the operation of the Holy Ghost. He could not 
then fully understand the high significance of 
Elizabeth's salutation nor of Mary's answer. 
However, he seized the opportunity of admiring 
still further the work of divine grace in his 
spouse. He anxiously looked forward to the 
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moment when God would be pleased to grant 
him a fuller revelation of His secret designs on 
Mary. Hence, we may say of him what the 
Scripture says of the Mother of God when she 
heard the words of Jesus; namely, St. Joseph 
also **kept all these words, pondering them in 
his heart." 2 
* * ak 

Next to the virtue of charity, by which we 
love God above all things for His own sake, 
nothing is more pleasing to our divine Master 
nor fraught with greater graces for our souls 
than a lively compassion for the wants and 
miseries of our neighbor. This compassion 
prompts us to offer our services freely to our 
brethren in Christ and to refuse them no help 
or comfort because of fatigue or pain on our 
part. In this matter we should again imitate 
St. Joseph; we should hasten with alacrity and 
generosity to the assistance of our neighbor 
and exercise in his behalf the spiritual and cor- 
poral works of mercy. 

To the practise of charity we should unite a 
spirit of meditation and affectionate reflection 
upon the works of God. And whilst admiring 
the grandeur of these works, we should also 
petition the Giver of all graces that we too 
may be led in the way of His divine command- 


ments. ‘‘Lead me into the path of Thy com- ` 


? LUKE, 11, 19. 
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mandments, for this same have I desired." * 
This petition should be humble, fervent and per- 
severing, as was St. Joseph's petition. 


EXAMPLE 
ST. FRANCIS OF SALES 


St. Francis of Sales, the great missionary 
bishop who brought so many heretics back to 
the true fold of Christ, may be said to have 
been a perfect model of devotion to the chaste 
Spouse of Mary. He honored him with signs 
of the highest veneration, and to no other saint, 
after the Mother of God, did he show greater 
love and reverence than to St. Joseph. Thus 
the one holy picture card he always kept in his 
Breviary was that of the holy Patriarch, which 
he beheld frequently whilst reciting his Office. 
To Mary and Joseph he dedicated the admira- 
ble treatise which he wrote on the love of God. 

Not content with being himself a devout client 
of the holy Patriarch, St. Francis of Sales 
sought to propagate among the faithful this 
wholesome devotion. He often treats of the 
virtues and greatness of the foster-father of 
Jesus in his works on the spiritual life. On 
the vigil of his feast he fasted on bread and 
water, and on the day of the feast he celebrated 


3 Ps., CXVIII, 35. 
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solemn Mass in the morning and recited the 
praises of the Saint in the evening. 

One day while at Lyons he was invited to 
preach twice on St. Joseph on the same day. 
He accepted the task with his usual affability, 
remarking that rarely had it been his duty to 
preach twice in a day ; however, out of love for 
St. Joseph, he would willingly do it that time. 
He was wont to say: ‘‘No image can be sweeter 
to my heart than that of Jesus being carried in 
the arms of the chaste spouse of Mary and call- 
ing him father a thousand times in infantile lan- 
guage such as is prompted by the tender heart 
of ason.’’ No wonder, therefore, that he spoke 
on this occasion with such eloquence and unc- 
tion about the virtues and glories of St. Joseph 
as to charm all who heard him, among whom was 
the Cardinal of Macquemont! 

Among the writings of St. Francis of Sales 
there is one, the nineteenth spiritual conference, 
in which he treats of the virtues of the holy 
Patriarch, defending his perpetual virginity and 
calling him the just man, because of the all- 
embracing perfection which distinguished him 
from among all other saints. St. Francis also 
upholds the opinion that the foster-father of 
Jesus was bodily assumed into heaven, and ex- 
patiates upon his powerful intercession, through 
which, he was wont to say, we may obtain all 
graces from God. 
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The confidence which St. Francis of Sales 
had in the intercession of St. Joseph led him 
naturally to wish that the Order of the Visita- 
tion founded by him should practise a special 
devotion to this glorious Patriarch. His desire 
was fulfilled. The members of that Congrega- 
tion placed themselves under the care and pro- 
tection of St. Joseph and dedicated to his honor 
the first church which they built, at Annecy. 

The holy Bishop used to recommend the nov- 
ices to take St. Joseph as their master, guide 
and director in the exercises of the interior life. 
For this reason the nuns of the Visitation, in- 
heriting the spirit of their holy Founder, ever 
showed themselves devoted clients of the vir- 
ginal spouse of Mary Immaculate. Finally, 
during the year which preceded his death, St. 
Francis was greatly consoled by hearing that 
the feast of the holy Patriarch had been pro- 
claimed a holyday of obligation by the then 
reigning Sovereign Pontiff, Gregory XV.* 


PRAYER 


Faithful spouse and guardian of Mary, St. 
Joseph, who with loving care and solicitude ac- 
companied the holy Virgin into Judea, assist- 
ing her and diminishing as much as possible 
for her the fatigue of that long journey, obtain 


Histoire du B. François de Sales, par son Nepveu. Paria, 1857. 
kanes de la Visitation p. 154. Lettre CXXXIX. 
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for me from God that spirit of lively charity, 
which will prompt me to lovingly suceor my 
neighbor in his pains and afflictions and assist 
him in the difficulties of life. Amen. 


Thirteenth Day 


THE ANGUISH OF ST. JOSEPH AT MARY'S 
PREGNANCY 


“Whereupon Joseph, her husband, being a 
just man and not willing publicly to expose her, 
was minded to put her away privately . . . Jo- 
seph, son of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife." (Marr., 1, 19-20.) 


HE life of man upon earth is but a succes- 
. Sion of pains and afflictions. Suffering is 
not infrequently in proportion with sanctity, 
God having decreed that His elect should be 
purified in the crucible of sorrow. Sorrow and 
tribulation purify the just man's soul and make 
him ascend ever higher in sanctity. Thus it 
was with St. Joseph. He had been destined by 
God to a high degree of grace; hence, he 
also had to pass through many trials and 
hardships. 

After having accompanied Mary on her visit 
to St. Elizabeth, the holy Patriarch returned 
to Nazareth. His mind was still filled with the 
recollection of the wonderful events that had 


occurred at the home of Zachary, and more espe- 
109 
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cially of the words of praise which St. John's 
mother had directed to his holy spouse. Sud- 
denly a sharp sword of sorrow pierced his holy 
and sensitive soul. Mary, whose sanctity he 
had so much admired and reverenced, showed 
signs of pregnancy. Being as yet ignorant of 
the fact of the Incarnation of the Word due to 
the operation of the Holy Ghost, St. Joseph was 
at a loss to account for the present condition of 
his spouse. Hence his soul was, as it were, 
tossed about by conflicting thoughts and emo- 
tions, even as a frail craft upon a tempestuous 
sea. Could it be possible that Mary had been 
faithless to her virginal vows? Could it be that 
she, who seemed so pure, so holy, should have 
broken her faith to God, to himself? St. Joseph 
could not induce himself to accept so cruel a 
possibility, and yet the fact of Mary’s preg- 
nancy was but too evident. 

O Lord, why didst Thou permit such grief to 
flood the soul of Thy faithful servant, if not 
because of the great law that all such as please 
God have to pass through many tribulations, 
remaining faithful.! 

& * * 

The source of St. Joseph's anguish lay prin- 
eipally in the conflict between his conscience 
and the prescription of the law. The law of 
Moses forbade a man to retain an adulterous 
~ 3 JUDITH, viti, 28. 
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wife. On the other hand, St. Joseph could not 
induce himself to believe that Mary, whose holi- 
ness he well knew, had been guilty of so horrible 
a sin. Hence he determined not to denounce 
her publicly, resolving at the same time to send 
her away privately. In this St. Joseph showed 
himself a zealous observer of the law, and a 
loving husband, jealous for the honor of his 
spouse. 

The behavior of St. Joseph in this instance 
might well be held up to our imitation. He 
refrained not only from rashly judging Mary, 
but also from suspecting her of evil. He sus- 
pended his judgment, waiting patiently till it 
should please Almighty God to dispel the clouds 
which had gathered round the honor of his 
spouse. 

Would to God that we also might pursue a 
similar course toward our neighbor, abstain- 
ing from suspecting evil of him as long as proof 
is wanting. A mere suspicion, when devoid of 
objective ground, is nothing else than an un- 
justified evil opinion of our neighbor and as 
such, cannot be free from sin. Justice demands 
that whenever we have a doubt concerning our 
neighbor’s moral state, we should suspend our 
judgment, and rather try to solve the doubt in 
his favor; for every man has a right to our 
esteem until his fall is proven. On the other 
hand, it is a lesser fault to have a good opinion 
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of a bad man, than to have a bad opinion of a 

good man. ‘‘If I believe that thou art good, 

what shall I lose thereby ??? asks St. Augustine.” 
* * * 

To those in tribulation St. James recommends 
prayer: Is any of you sad? Let him pray.” ° 
St. Joseph in the midst of his anxiety caused by 
the sight of the pregnancy of Mary had nothing 
more at heart than recourse to prayer. Who 
can tell with what ardent petitions he suppli- 
cated the Almighty to relieve him of his afic- 
tion or else to grant him light and strength to 
bear it in patient silence? 

God, who always eonsoles the humble,* who 
is ever more prompt to hear us than we are 
to supplicate Him, did not permit the holy Pa- 
triarch to remain long oppressed by his sor- 
row. He sent an angel to him in sleep, with 
a message to enlighten him concerning the ful- 
filment of the mystery of the Incarnation, and 
dispelling his fear with regard to the sanctity 
of his spouse. 

What heavenly joy, what an ocean of con- 
tentment filled the tender soul of the holy Pa- 
triarch when he received the angel’s message! 

Truly were the words of the prophet fulfilled 
in him then: ‘For wrath is in his indignation, 
and life in his good will. In the evening, weep- 
» Enarrot, im Ps, cxpvit, n. 16. 


3 JAS., Y, 13. 
42 COR., VII, 6. 
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ing shall have place; and in the morning, glad- 
ness.’’ 5 


EXAMPLE 


SPECIAL EFFICACY OF THE DEVOTION TO THE SEVEN 
JOYS AND SEVEN SORROWS OF ST. JOSEPH 


A. good friend not only partakes of the joys 
of his friend, but shares his grief also in the 
day of adversity. For this reason did God com- 
plain bitterly, through Amos the prophet, of the 
proud Hebrews of old who, living in luxury and 
&rown arrogant, did not show any compassion 
for the afflietion of the ancient patriarch Jo- 
Seph, who was sold by his brethren into cap- 

tivity, nor for that of his descendants.® 
. Al those who truly revere the holy Patriarch 
St. Joseph love to recall with tender compassion 
the sorrows which he endured during his life- 
time. To this end a pious practise has been in- 
stituted which is called the devotion to the 
Seven Joys and Seven Sorrows of St. J oseph. 
This pious practise makes us partake in some 
way both in the joys and the afflictions of the 
holy Patriarch, and is an efficacious means of 
obtaining from him any favor we may desire, 
as is shown by the following instance attested 


* P8., XXIX, 6. 
* AMOS, VI, 6. 
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by many authorities, among whom is Giovanni 
de Fano. 

More than three hundred persons were once 
sailing on the North Sea. For a time the 
voyage proved favorable, but suddenly a violent 
storm arose. The small sea-going craft was 
lashed by the furious waves and finally beaten 
to pieces. All aboard were drowned, save two 
Franciscan friars, who were devoted to St. 
Joseph. These had clung to a large board and 
for three days battled with the waves. Hope 
of life and fear of death alternated in their 
souls. At last, full of confidence in their be- 
loved patron St. Joseph, they recommended 
themselves to his protection, when, behold! on 
the third day a venerable old man came toward 
them on the waves. He guided the board to 
which they were clinging and brought them 
safely to land. It was but natural for the two 
Religious to ask whom they had to thank for 
such an unexpected rescue. One may well 
imagine what their surprise was when they 
found out that their savior was none other than 
St. Joseph, to whom they had recommended 

themselves! 

The holy Patriarch then exhorted them to 
persevere in their devotion to himself. He 
added that if they wished to make themselves 
pleasing to him they should daily recite seven 
Our Fathers and seven Hail Marys in memory 
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of the seven principal sorrows and seven prin- 
cipal joys he had experienced in life. Should 
they be willing to do this, he said, they would 
ever find in him a faithful advocate and pro- 
tector, and would receive many and great graces 
from Almighty God. 


PRAYER 


O Lord, who art infinitely good and art just- 
ly called the ‘‘Father of mercies,’’? do not 
abandon me in the midst of the trials and af- 
flictions of life, but grant that I may quickly 
and confidently have recourse to prayer when- 
ever tribulation comes upon me, that I may 
merit to receive prompt consolation from Thee. 
Amen. 


* 2 Con., 1, 3. 


Fourteenth Day 


THE JOURNEY OF ST. JOSEPH TO BETHLEHEM, 
AND THE BIRTH OF JESUS 


** And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out 
of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city 
of David, which is called Bethlehem: because 
he was of the house and family of David. ... 
There was no room for them «n the nn." 

(Luxe, m, 4, 7.) 


T WAS by a special dispensation of Divine 
Providence that, as the time of Our Lord's 
birth drew near, Caesar Augustus ordered the 
census to be taken of the whole Roman empire. 
God had decreed that, in the general description 
of mankind, they too should be listed who were 
the parents of Him who came as a Man to re- 
store us to perfect liberty. He thus would be- 
gin to make Himself subject to an earthly mon- 
arch, in order to free us from the cruel and 
tyrannical bondage of sin and the devil. 
Therefore, St. Joseph willingly submitted to 
the decree of Caesar, and, being a descendant 
of David, whose native city was Bethlehem, he 
set out upon the long and fatiguing journey 
116 
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from Nazareth to this little town with Mary 
his spouse, who was about to give birth to the 
Child Jesus. Upon arriving there, they found 
all the inns filled, and had to take refuge in a 
cave at the entrance of the town. It was in this 
plaee, unadorned and destitute of every con- 
venience of life, that the Creator of all things 
decreed to enter into this world. 

Wonderful humility of the King of glory! 
How precious in the sight of the Almighty must 
indeed this virtue be, since He prefers for His 
only-begotten Son the poverty of a lowly hovel 
to the gorgeous palaces of the great ones of the 


world. 
3X * * 


It is difficult to conceive the intense grief 
of St. Joseph when he realized that he could 
offer no better shelter to the newly-born Sav- 
iour than a miserable stable. He, to whom God 
had entrusted the care of the Holy Family, 
would have wished to provide for his foster 
Child a palace worthy of Him. Instead of this, 
he had not even the bare necessaries of life 
wherewith to meet His wants. The squalid 
walls of an abandoned cave offered poor pro- 
tection against the rigors of the season. The 
cradle which received Jesus was but a poor 
manger destined for the use of dumb animals. 
With a heart bruised by grief, St. Joseph pon- 
dered upon the indifference of men toward the 
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loving Messias, and upon the extreme poverty 
in which creatures had left their Creator. 

But be thou consoled, O glorious Patriarch! 
What Jesus appreciates is not riches, nor com- 
forts, nor luxuries of life, but hearts inflamed 
with love for Him: and such a heart thou hast 
offered Him. Resting in the arms of His sweet- 
est Mother, Jesus perceives thy immense affec- 
tion for Him, and this sentiment of love pleases 
His Heart more than all the comforts and riches 
the world could ever offer. 

Jesus, indeed, made His entrance into this 
world in & poor and destitute cave, yet He found 
in the loving heart of St. Joseph, as in that of 
His most holy Mother, à compensation for this 
dire abandonment. As Mary's Immaculate 
bosom had been to the Saviour a place where 
rested all His complacency, so also St. Joseph’s 
arms were for Him as a throne whence He began 
to pour the gifts of divine mercy over the 
parched earth. 

* * * 

Such is the goodness of God, that He never 
permits us to be overburdened by excessive 
sadness, but rather sends from time to time cer- 
tain heavenly consolations, which make us for- 
get our afflictions, and strengthen us against 
future trials. Thus also it was with St. Jo- 
seph. To his grief at the sight of man’s in- 
difference and the poverty of God's earthly 
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dwelling-place, succeeded an ineffable joy at the 
contemplation of the divine face of the Re- 
deemer as He reclined in the arms of His holy 
Mother on that most blessed first Christmas 
night. 

Who can tell the happiness of St. Joseph 
when he received into his arms the Divine In- 
fant from Mary, His Mother, and pressed Him 
lovingly to his own heart, covering His sweet 
face with kisses! None but a seraph could tell 
the love and joy which then overflooded Jo- 
seph's soul. And when he had given vent to the 
expression of his love, and Mary had tenderly 
placed the heavenly Child in the cradle, they 
both knelt down to adore the King of the world 
made Man. They worshiped Him whom they 
could call their Son. St. Joseph, then, inaug- 
urated with Mary that supreme adoration called 
latria, which is due to Jesus Christ because of 
His being the Son of God, the King of heaven 
and earth. 


EXAMPLE 
CARDINAL MASSAIA 


Devotion to St. Joseph was one of the char- 
acteristics of that great apostle of modern 
times, Cardinal Massaia. When he first went 
to Abyssinia, he found that this devotion was 
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almost unknown in that country. The Catho- 
lies there showed great surprise at hearing that 
the glorious spouse of Mary had been pro- 
claimed Protector of the Universal Church. 
The intrepid missionary immediately set him- 
self to propagate this beautiful devotion. He 
dedicated the church of the mission of Escia 
to our Saint, and this was the first church in 
Abyssinia to bear that title. In the many tribu- 
lations with whieh his ministry abounded, he 
never failed to have confident recourse to St. 
Joseph, always obtaining from him consolation 
and help. Thus, for instance, when he was 
establishing the above-mentioned mission of 
Escia, he found that the people of that locality 
were suffering from a dearth of water. He im- 
mediately had recourse to St. Joseph, who soon 
answered his request, for a spring, to all ap- 
pearances miraculous, arose out of the clefts of 
the rocks. Concerning the wonderful origin of 
this spring, the illustrious missionary has this 
to say: ‘‘The spring bursts forth from a creek 
in a mass of rock rising above a voleanic up- 
heaval formed of huge boulders. It would seem 
difficult that water should come there from sub- 
terranean veins, nor does it seem probable that 
it arises from deposits of surface water.”’ 
The following fact also deserves special men- 
tion. For many years the same missionary was 
being afflicted with soreness of the eyes. ''Hav- 
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ing returned to Europe in 1867," he writes, 
“I provided myself with a supply of glasses 
of different kinds before starting on my return 
journey, as spectacles of any kind could not be 
procured in Africa. I made use of these for a 
few years, always substituting a more powerful 
pair for a weaker one. Finally, having only 
one pair left, and not knowing where to procure 
others or how to remedy my infirmity, I took all 
the glasses and placed them before a statue of 
St. Joseph. I told the Saint that if he wished 
me to continue my labors in the vineyard of the 
Lord, he should be pleased to restore to me 
my sight. From that day until the present 
year, 1884, I have read and written without dif- 
ficulty and without the need of glasses." ! 


PRAYER 


O sweet Jesus, my God and King, allow me 
to unite myself with Mary and Joseph in offer- 
ing Thee my heart and my profound homage. 
Grant, moreover, that I may please Thee by my 
love and adoration, for to serve thee shall be 
to me ample recompense for the trials and per- 
secutions which Thou shalt be pleased to send 
me during the present life. Amen. 

* Card. Massara, I máei $5 anni, eoo., vol. XI, p. 4T. 


Fifteenth Day 


ST. JOSEPH PRESENT AT THE ADORATION OF 
THE SHEPHERDS 


** And the shepherds came with haste; and 
they found Mary and Joseph, and the Infant 
lying in the manger." (Luge, xr, 16.) 


HE Apostle St. Paul says: ‘‘I exceed- 
ingly abound with joy in all our tribula- 
tion. In very truth, God, if He sends trials, 
sends also consolations to help us to bear our 
crosses. Thus did He act with regard to St. 
Joseph. The foster-father of His Son had been 
deeply pained at the indifference of men toward 


the coming Redeemer and at the poverty of the 


place of His birth, but he experienced an over- 
flowing measure of joy and consolation when 
the Divine Child appeared. | 
To.this joy another was soon added. It had 
been predicted that the coming Messias would 
liberate His people from their sins;? and, be- 
hold, He had no sooner been born, than the 
shepherds of Bethlehem, obedient to the voice 


12 COR., VII 
3 MATT., I, A * 
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of the angel who told of the wonderful Child, 
hastened to the place to see the new-born Sav- 
iour of Israel, and offered to Him the love of 
their simple hearts and the homage of their 
whole selves. 

What inexpressible joy filled St. Joseph’s 
soul when he realized that the Saviour was al- 
ready beginning His mission of mercy so soon 
after His birth, and that the first fruits of the 
Redemption were garnered from among His 
own people! How he admired the simple faith 
and openness of heart of those just men, whose 
righteousness made them worthy to perceive 
the angelic message: ‘‘Glory to God in the 
highest: and on earth peace to men of good 
wil''!* How he rejoiced at the earnestness 
with which they obeyed the angel and came in 
haste to the place where lay the Divine Child! 
All this can better be imagined than described, 

We should remember that simplicity of heart 
and fervor in following divine inspirations are 
conditions for meriting an abundance of divine 
grace. 

* * * 

The sacred writer, in his narrative of the 
adoration of the shepherds, makes special men- 
tion of St. Joseph. He says: ‘‘And they found 
Mary and Joseph, with the Child lying in the 
manger." Now, we should remember that noth- 
- *LUEE, It, 14. 
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ing is contained in Holy Writ but what may 
serve for our edifieation. It is, then, part of 
our duty to search out the reason why St. Jo- 
geph should have thus been named in connec- 
tion with this sweet and consoling mystery. 
First, we may say that St. Joseph was so 
mentioned in connection with Mary, not only 
because he was her true husband, but also be- 
cause to him, as well as to Mary, belonged the 
office of introducing these simple shepherds to 
the Divine Infant, and presenting Him for their 
adoration. We may further affirm that St. Jo- 
seph first introduced the shepherds to Mary, 
and that Mary in turn introduced them to 


Jesus; for if Mary is a short way to Jesus, © 


St. Joseph on the other hand is a direct road to 
Mary. 

But Joseph not only presented the shepherds 
to Mary and through her to Jesus, he also 
taught them the mystery of the Incarnation, 
instructing them in those things which the an- 
gel had revealed to him concerning the mission 
of Jesus Christ, which was to save His people. 
In this way did St. Joseph complete the good 
news which the shepherds had received from 
the angels. And he taught those simple men 
not by words alone, but by deeds as well, show- 


ing them how they were to adore the new-born 
Babe. | 


Truly blessed are they who, in the school of 
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St. Joseph, learn how to adore, reverence and 
love the Divine Saviour! 
* & * 

Having been instructed thus in the school of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the shepherds were 
not satisfied with believing, themselves, the won- 
derful things they had heard; they also wished 
to make known the great mystery of the Re- 
demption to their fellow-countrymen, as Holy 
Writ testifies: **And all that heard wondered; 
and at those things that were told them by the 
shepherds.’’* The faith, love and reverence, 
exhibited by the holy Patriarch and his saintly 
spouse to the Divine Child could not but make 
a deep impression upon the souls of those sim- 
ple men; hence, they ‘‘returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, as it was told unto them.’’ ® 

From the angels’ song St. Joseph derived 
also fresh matter for admiration and medita- 
tion of the wonderful works of God in the econ- 
omy of salvation, and thus he acquired gradu- 
ally a higher and clearer knowledge of divine 
things. And by this pious practise he merited 
for himself new and more expressive tokens of 
the heavenly blessings which the holy Child had 
brought to earth. 


* LUED, 11, 18. 
* Ibid., 20. 
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ExAMPLE 
A LETTER TO JOSEPH 


Toward the close of the seventeenth century, 
there lived in a miserable garret in the then 
poor, squalid suburb, Laimgrube, of Vienna, the 
celebrated musician Paul Merten and his six- 
teen-year-old daughter Josephine, who was an 
adept in the art of embroidery. At that time 
Austria was greatly impoverished by reason of 
the wars which it had sustained against the 
Turks, and poor Paul Merten and his daughter 
often retired for the night’s rest, cold and 
hungry. 

One day, when their misery had reached its 
climax, Josephine, no longer able to bear the 
pitiable sight of her languishing father, said to 
him: ‘*Father, permit me to go and seek em- 
ployment; I shall then be able to help you by 
my weekly wages.’’ To which the father re- 
plied: ‘‘ What, my daughter, do you also wish 
to abandon me? Who will then assist me? No, 
I shall never permit such a thing.’’—‘But, 
dear father,’’ replied Josephine, ‘‘there is no 
other way of assisting you. Some time ago I 
wrote to my godmother’s husband, but as yet 
no reply has come.’’—‘‘No wonder at that,” 
answered the father in angry tone; ‘‘writing to 
him is like writing to the devil.” The un- 
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fortunate man was beside himself; grief and 
privation prevented him from realizing what 
he was saying. 

**Dear father," exclaimed the young girl, 
with tears in her eyes, ‘‘see what wicked 
thoughts misery has put into your head. I 
shall address myself to my dear patron St. Jo- 
seph, that I may obtain help and work from 
him.’’—‘‘Do you really believe," returned 
her father, bitterly, ‘‘that the poor carpenter 
has such power in heaven? If you do, very 
well; sit down and write what you want and we 
shall wait to see what good things he will send 
you.’’—‘‘Father, St. Joseph is very powerful 
in heaven,’’ responded the girl, meekly; ‘‘I 
shall write to him, and my little white turtle- 
dove, to which I cannot give even a tiny piece 
of bread today, shall carry my letter to the 
holy Patriarch.’’ 

Saying this, the pious girl seated herself at 
her father’s desk and wrote: ‘‘Hail, O St. Jo- 
seph! Have pity on us in our great affliction. 
We have no work, nor any means of sustenance; 
pray our dear Lord that He help me to find 
work, for my father is suffering from hunger. 
Thy faithful child, Josephine Merten, seam- 
stress, daughter of the musician of Laimgrube.”’ 
Having finished, she folded her letter, tied it to 
the neck of the turtle-dove, which she let loose 
through the open window. . 
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An hour had hardly passed when a vigorous 
knocking was heard at Merten’s door, which 
opened to give way to a gentleman of rank. 
‘‘Does Miss Merten live here?” he asked, as 
he entered.  ''Yes, sir," bruskly answered 
the musician, casting at the same time a search- 
ing glance toward the stranger. ‘‘What do you 
wish?"—'*My name is Joseph Charles Hirte, 
and I am a jeweler of this city," the visitor 
returned, meekly. ‘‘I live nearby, and have 
just received a message from St. Joseph, to 
whom I am very devoted, telling me to answer 
in his name the letter sent to him by your 
daughter. I have very much work to be done 
and this young girl may be able to do it for me. 
Moreover, I was recently enrolled in the choir 
of the Carmelite church, and I must take lessons 
to perfect myself. Would you wish to act as 
instructor ?"—** With great pleasure," ex- 
claimed both Josephine and her father, in 
unison. ''Very well" continued the visitor, 
«but permit me to advance you this sum of 
money, it being my custom always to pay in 
advance." So saying, he placed upon the table 
five shining ducats. 

«Q father," exclaimed the girl, ‘‘see how 
fully St. Joseph has answered my letter! What 
shall we do to give him thanks?"— '**So let 
it be, Miss," added Mr. Hirte; ‘‘act always 
thus, and you shall not go without comfort. 
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I shall send through my servant all the work 
you need to do and I hope to see you soon 
again." And, turning to Mr. Merten, ** Would 
you, sir, kindly come to my house to-morrow, 
and begin the lessons of which I spoke? This is 
my address. You cannot mistake the house, for 
there is a large painting of St. Joseph over the 
door." Having spoken thus, he saluted and de- 
parted. 

But how did this sudden and unexpected 
assistance come upon Paul Merten and his 
daughter? The explanation is very simple. 
The dove, weakened by its long fasting, and 
overcome by the weight of the letter, was not 
able to fly very far, and in consequence took 
refuge in the first resting place it could find. 
Now, Mr. Hirte’s window happened to be wide 
open, and the dove, which was very tame, flew 
within. We can imagine the surprise of Mr. 
Hirte upon seeing so unusual a visitor, and one, 
moreover, bearing a letter fastened at its neck. 
Having unsealed the missive, he was moved to 
tears by the confidence of the girl, and his own 
charitable heart urged him to reward her faith 
at once. 

The reader may desire to learn what became 
of the pious Josephine. Mr. Hirte, admiring 
the girl’s noble character, took her for his wife 
some time after, and thus was the poor daugh- 
ter of Paul Merten honored also for her trust 
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in St. Joseph, by becoming Madame Hirte. As 


a mark of gratitude to her glorious Patron, she 
afterward had a beautiful image of St. Jo- 
seph placed as an escutcheon over the door of 
the house where she once had lived in want 
and poverty. This picture served as a perpet- 
ual memorial of the power the glorious St. 
Joseph displays with regard to his devout 
clients. 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, master and model of 
the spiritual life, I pray thee, be my guide and 
conduct me to thy divine foster Child, Jesus 
Christ, that I may learn in thy school to know, 
adore and love Him as my only Lord and God. 
Amen. 


Sixteenth Day 


NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF THE DIVINE 
CHILD | 


“And after eight days were accomplished, 
that the Child should be circwmcised, His name 
was called Jesus, which was called by the angel, 
before He was conceived in the womb." 

(Lurer, nu, 21.) 


OD had decreed that the world should not 
be redeemed except at the price of the 
precious blood of His own Incarnate Son. 
Hence, the parents of Jesus, knowing that He 
was to appear in all things as a common sinner, 
arranged that He should be circumcised eight 
days after His birth, as the law of Moses com- 
manded. Thus did the new-born Babe shed the 
first drops of His precious blood, consecrating 
in this manner the first beginning of His salu- 
tary mission. 

Great was the grief of Mary and Joseph on 
this painful occasion, when they beheld for the 
first time the effusion of the divine blood of 
the Saviour, This event brought vividly before 
their minds the time when this same beloved 
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Child, fastened to a tree and raised on high, | 


would shed His very last drop of blood in man's 
behalf. 

This grief of the holy couple was consider- 
ably inereased by the fact that they, as was 
then the custom, had to perform the ceremony 
themselves. Picture to thyself, kind reader, the 
sorrow of Mary when, holding the Divine Babe 
in her arms, she courageously offered Him that 
the painful rite might be accomplished in Him. 
Think also of the sorrow of St. Joseph when 
he took in his hands the knife which was to 
draw forth the first drops of blood from the 
holy Child. 

* * 

The grief of St. Joseph on this occasion was 
soon superseded by a great joy, which arose 
from the imposition of the Child's holy name. 
It was a custom among the Hebrews that their 
children should receive their name on the day 
on which they were circumcised. This custom 
dated from the time of Abraham, who received 
his name and was circumcised on the same day.! 
The consoling duty of naming children devolved 
upon the father. In consequence, St. Joseph, 
who was deemed the father of the Word In- 
carnate, imposed upon his foster Child the name 
Jesus, as the angel had commanded him to do 
when he instructed him concerning the mystery 


3 GEN., XVII. 
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of the Incarnation, saying: ‘‘(Mary) shall 
bring forth a Son; and thou shalt call His name 
Jesus, for He shall save His people from their 
sins.’ ? 

However, we should not infer from this that 
Mary was excluded from this ceremony, for to 
her the angel had said: ‘‘Behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and shalt bring forth a 
Son; and thou shalt call His name Jesus.” ® 
We may say, therefore, that Jesus received His 
name from God, from the angel, from Mary, 
and from Joseph: from God, who is the au- 
thor of the wonderful graces which this hal- 
lowed name signifies; from the angel, who an- 
nounced these graces to man; from Mary, who 
consented to the fulfilment of God’s will in this 
respect; and from Joseph, who actually imposed 
this sweet and adorable name on the Divine 
Child. 

Who shall say what great joy filled St. Jo- 
seph’s soul when he pronounced this ineffable 
name for the first time! No father ever experi- 
enced greater consolation than did the holy 
Patriarch in pronouncing the name of his be- 
loved Son, for as the foster-father of Jesus, 
he entertained toward the Divine Child senti- 
ments of the strongest and sweetest love. 


* * &* 


? MATT., 1, 21. 
* LUKE, 1, 31. 
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The coincidence of the circumcision with the 
naming of Jesus recalls to our minds a great 
truth, very much neglected or overlooked en- 
tirely in our days: namely, the necessity of pen- 
ance and mortification, if we wish to be par- 
takers of the fruit of the copious Redemption 
procured for us by Jesus Christ. 

In order that the infinite merits of Our Sav- 
iour may be applied to our souls and we may 
receive the fruit of His precious blood, it is 
essential that we should crucify our flesh with 
its concupiscences and ‘“‘fill up those things 
that are wanting of the sufferings of Christ, in 
the flesh,” as St. Paul says.* By this we do 
not mean to say that the Redemption brought 
us by Christ needs to be supplemented, for it 
is perfectly complete of itself, and the merits 
of His precious blood are inexhaustible. But 
we must, in imitation of our crucified Lord, suf- 
fer and bear our own cross, and thus arrive at 
eternal glory. Mary and Joseph, though most 
holy, suffered in their lifetime most bitter sor- 
rows; so did all the saints proportionately. It 
is by suffering for Christ and with Christ that 
we manifest the love we bear Him and that 
the union between the Head of the Church and 
its members is strengthened. 


p oncammemcascm 


* QOL, 1, 24. 
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EXAMPLE 
BT. JOSEPH AND THE SOCIETY OF JESUS 


The Society of Jesus was especially founded 
by St. Ignatius to promote the honor of the 
Divine Saviour, to propagate His name, and 
to procure His glory. It was but natural, then, 
that its members should foster a particular de- 
votion for him whom Jesus deigned to name 
His father on earth. 

Special mention should be made in this re- 
spect of the holy youth St. John Berchmans, 
who learned in the school of St. Joseph that 
singular fidelity in the service of God and in 
the fulfilment of the duties of his religious state 
which led him to attain in a short time to the 
summit of perfection. It is related by one of 
his novice companions that once while walking 
together with him, they both came to speak 
of the prerogatives of St. Joseph; and such 
was the hold which devotion to the holy 
Patriarch took upon their hearts, that they re- 
solved to seize every opportunity and to exert 
every energy in increasing in devotion to this 
glorious Saint. Moreover, they made a compact 
to speak of his greatness on every possible oc- 
casion and to add his invocation to the Litany 
of the Blessed Virgin. In this way these two 
pious youths introduced the custom, which in 
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our days has been extended to the whole Chureh, 
of adding, during the month of October, a spe- 
cial invocation to St. Joseph to the prayers 
addressed to the Blessed Mother of God by the 
whole Catholie Church. 

We read of the venerable Father Louis Lal- 
lemant, a noted writer of the same Society, 
that, being ardently given to the practise of the 
interior life, he chose St. Joseph for a model, 
and when about to die, he expressed the wish 
that an image of the holy Patriarch should be 
buried with him. This servant of God had re- 
ceived the gift of rousing men’s hearts to spe- 
cial love and devotion for St. Joseph, from 
whom he obtained all he desired. 

To mention one instance. One year, as the 
annual feast of the holy Patriarch was drawing 
near, he told two professors of rhetoric of the 
college of Bourges to encourage their pupils 
to be devoted to the foster-father of Jesus, 
affirming that he himself had always received 
through this great Saint whatever graces and 
favors he desired. These two professors, moved 
by great confidence, urged their pupils to cele- 
brate the coming festival with all possible de- 
votion, especially recommending them to ap- 
proach holy communion in St. Joseph’s honor. 
Each of them sent up also a petition to the 
Saint asking for a special favor, which was 
granted them. One of these professors was 
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Father James Nouet, who asked to be able to 
write and speak worthily of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ; which favor he received. Later, he en- 
tered the Society of Jesus and wrote books 
which are a rich mine for souls especially de- 
sirous of intimate union with our divine Re- 
deemer.5 

Many other members of the said Society made 
themselves conspicuous by devotion to St. Jo- 
seph. Thus, the venerable Father Baltassar 
Alvarez, an ardent client of the Queen of 
Heaven, was advised by Mary herself to foster 
devotion to her holy spouse. Of Father Peter 
Cotone it is related that, when he lay dying, 
Mary appeared to him and assisted him in his 
last agony, as a reward for the affection he had 
shown toward St. Joseph and for the zeal with 
which he had promoted devotion to the holy 
Patriarch.’ 


PRAYER 


My Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who didst 
wish to consecrate the imposition of Thy most 
holy name with the shedding of Thy precious 
blood, cause me, I beseech Thee, in imitation of 
Mary and Joseph, to crucify my passions, 
whence I may experience how sweet Thy name 


* P. Lureri LALLEMANT, S. J., Doctrine Spirituelle, Paris, 1694. 
*P. GIUS. ANT. PaTRIGNANI, S. J., Il Divoto di S. Giuseppe, 
passim in Vita. 
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is, which indeed is as honey to my lips, sweet 
melody to my ears, and perennial joy to my 
heart. Amen. 


Seventeenth Day 


ST. JOSEPH. AT THE PRESENTATION OF JESUS IN 
THE TEMPLE 


** And after the days of her purification, ac- 
cording to the law of Moses, were accomplished, 
they carried Him to Jerusalem, to present Him 
to the Lord.” (Luxe, 1, 22.) 


OD having entrusted St. Joseph with the 
care of the temporal affairs of the Holy 
Family, it pertained to him to see that all the 
prescriptions of the Law of Moses concerning 
the new-born Babe and His Mother should be 
fulfilled. 

Now, there were two laws which Moses had 
laid down regarding the new-born children. The 
first of these was a special law which regarded 
the first-born of men and animals only. When 
God freed His people from the yoke of Pharao, 
He commanded the destroying angel to strike 
the first-born of every Egyptian family, but He 
spared those of the Israelites. In consequence 
of this, He had reserved to Himself all the 


first-born children of Israel, and commanded 
139 
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that they should be offered up to His Divine 
Majesty in the Temple. This offering, how- 
ever, was subsequently changed by God in the 
consecration to Him of the whole tribe of Levi, 
which had been chosen as the source from 
which the Jewish priesthood should be supplied. 
Accordingly, every male child had, indeed, to be 
presented in the Temple, but was subsequently 
redeemed by its parents at the price of five 
shekels. 

The second precept was general and regarded 
the offering to be made for the newly-born child. 
' This offering was to take place when the time 
of the mother’s purification was ended, which, 
in case of a male child, was forty days after its 
birth. This offering consisted of a lamb and a 
pigeon or a turtle-dove: or, if the mother were 
poor, of a pair of turtle-doves or two pigeons. 
This offering was both a sacrifice in expiation 
of the legal sin in which the child had been con- 
ceived and born, and a holocaust, being as it 
were, a token of the total consecration of the 
child to God. 

Now, St. Joseph, accustomed as he was to 
obey every prescription of the Law, did not 
fail to submit, together with his saintly spouse, 
to these two precepts and fulfil them minutely. 
How pleasing was to Jesus this singular obedi- 
ence of Joseph and Mary! What a source of 
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graces it was to the holy couple! ‘‘An obedient 
man shall speak of victory." 1 


* * * 


In presenting Jesus in the Temple and offer- 
ing him to the Eternal Father, St. Joseph was 
conscious of the fact that this oblation was noth- 
ing else than a figure and, so to speak, a pre- 
lude of that great sacrifice which Jesus was one 
day to make of Himself on the tree of the cross 
for the sins of mankind. Being well-instructed 
in the divine Scriptures and having a full knowl- 
edge of the prophecy of Isaias, who describes 
the future passion of Christ as an historian or 
eye-witness would do, St. Joseph contemplated 
in spirit, whilst offering Jesus, this divine Sa- 
viour, whose hands and feet were one day to 
be pierced, whose brow was to be encircled by 
a crown of thorns, whose sacred side was to 
be. opened by a spear, so that every drop of 
His blood might flow for man’s redemption. 

Indeed, after St. Joseph had thus offered 
Jesus to the Eternal Father, the words of the 
prophet were verified in him: ‘‘The iron pierced 
his soul.’’? But why did he redeem Jesus with 
five shekels, except that he might thus take care 
of Him and nourish Him and watch over His 
life until the great day on which He was to 
sacrifice Himself for the sins of the world? 

1 PROV., XX1, 28. 
3 Ps. civ, 18. 
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Great indeed is the dignity of St. Joseph! 
By offering Jesus in the Temple, he pledged 
himself to preserve the life of the Divine Vie- 
tim, which was one day to be immolated for us. 
Wherefore, he deserves to be styled, in a certain 
sense, the co-Redeemer of the human race, or, 
better still, the most faithful helper of the 
great Counsel,’’ as St. Bernard calls him.* 


E * E 


The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple gave 
an occasion to Mary and Joseph of showing 
how deeply rooted in their hearts was the spirit 
of humility and poverty. Mary, by consenting 
to have the prescribed offering made for her 
showed that she willingly submitted to a law 
which otherwise did not bind her, since she had 
contracted no stain whatever in the virginal 
conception and birth of Jesus. The Mother of 
God obeyed the law in the same spirit of humil- 
ity which had led Jesus, though conceived with- 
out sin, to submit to the rite of circumcision. 
St. Joseph, on the other hand, in making this 
same offering, chose to be looked upon, in the 
eyes of the world, as the spouse of one con- 
sidered outside of the law until the formalities 
of the Jewish rite had been fulfilled. 

Besides that, by choosing to make the offer- 
ing of a pair of turtle-doves or two young 


® Homil. II, super Evangelium “Missus ost.” 


ST. JOSEPH AT PRESENTATION IN TEMPLE 143 


pigeons, St. Joseph publicly acknowledged that 
he and his holy spouse were to be numbered 
among the poor, for such indeed was the offer- 
ing demanded of this class. We may gather 
from all this how well these two holy persons 
understood the spirit of Christ: ‘‘For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that being 
rich He became poor for your sakes; that 
through His poverty you might be rich."'* 


EXAMPLE 
EFFICACY OF THE MEDAL OF ST. JOSEPH 


It is a pious practise among Catholics to carry 
about themselves the medal of some canonized 
saint. Such a holy object not only suggests 
chaste and holy thoughts, but it also helps our 
devotion by keeping before our eyes the virtues 
of the saint it represents. Among such medals, 
that of St. Joseph is with reason especially 
recommended, and the holy Patriarch has often 
been pleased to shower benefits upon those who 
wear this medal with confidence and devotion. 

There was a young man in France, named 
Emanuel N., who had the misfortune of los- 
ing his parents when only twenty-one years 
of age, which event had caused him to enter 
upon a large inheritance. But this great wealth 


*2 Cor., VIIL, 9. 
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had an evil effect upon his mind, whieh was 
already faltering in matters of religion. He 
eame into possession of his money only to give 
himself up to a life of dissipation and extrava- 
ganee. From Cognae, in Charente, his home, 
he betook himself to Baden and there indulged 
in gambling, which in a short time led him to 
lose a very large sum of money. He then gave 
himself to the superstitious practise of spirit- 
ism, of which he became an ardent propagator. 
As a natural consequence he soon lost faith 
altogether, and with faith morals also. 

One day he had the good fortune to meet a 
pious lady who compassionated the miserable 
state into which he had fallen. She gave him 
a medal of St. Joseph, asking him to carry it 
about him and assuring him that the Saint 
would certainly not abandon him in his spiri- 
tual needs. Not long after, while in the town 
of Montélimar, he was seized with a severe and 
mysterious illness which brought him to the 
brink of death. 

One night, while lying on ne bed of suffer- 
ing, he had some sort of vision, which at first 
astounded him. It seemed to him as if the in- 
fernal abyss were ready to swallow him and 
the devils within were making merry over the 
victim they would soon hold in their grasp. He 
thought his last hour had come. He then re- 
membered that he still possessed certain letters 
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which he would have desired destroyed; so he 
forced himself from his bed across the room to 
reach them. 

While searching in his mantle for these let- 
ters, he came across the medal given him by 
his pious acquaintance. This was a moment of 
grace.. He pressed the medal fervently to his 
heart and lips, and besought St. Joseph to ob- 
tain for him forgiveness from God, promising 
that he would go to confession as soon as he 
was able to leave his room. 

He had hardly finished his prayer when he fell 
into a gentle refreshing sleep. In the morn- 
ing, on awakening, the first thing which drew 
his attention was the medal of St. Joseph, which 
he still pressed to his heart. True to his prom- 
ises, he hurried in search of a confessor, gave 
up forever the practise of spiritism, and began 
to do works of penance and charity. He soon 
after started on pious pilgrimages. Among 
other shrines, he visited the Holy House of Lo- 
reto and the famous Sainte Baume,’ where 
St. Mary Magdalen, patron of penitents, lived 
so many years in the practise of penance and 
the continuous contemplation of heavenly 
things. 

Thus it was that St. Joseph converted this 


* This is the name of a mountain in Provence, near the summit 
of which is the celebrated grotto, where St. Mary Magdalen passed 
the last thirty years of her life. This spot is the center of many 
v ve gr The word Baume is from the medieval latin “Balma,” 
and means a grotto or cell carved out of the rock. 
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dissolute young man, and made him a model of 
Christian piety. 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, how greatly indebted 
we are to thee for having with Mary offered 
Jesus to the Eternal Father in the Temple to 
the end that His just anger might be appeased! 
We owe thee thanks also for having preserved 
and nourished this divine Victim destined to 
be sacrificed for the sins of the world. Obtain 
for us to imitate thy virtues and in particular 
thy obedience, thy humility and thy spirit of 
poverty, that we may merit to partake of the 
Íruits of the Redemption. Amen. 


Eighteenth Day 


SORROW AND JOY OF ST. JOSEPH BECAUSE OF 
THE PROPHECY OF SIMEON 


“Behold, this Child is set for the fall and for 
the resurrection of many in Israel and for a 
sign which shall be contradicted. And thy own 
soul a sword shall pierce." (Luxe, m, 34, 35.) 


MONG the many graces which God, in His 
infinite goodness, is wont to bestow on His 
faithful servants in order to encourage them in 
the way of perfection and also to console them 
in their trials, is acquaintance with spiritual 
persons of holy and edifying life. 

This grace was not denied to St. J oseph, as 
well as to his chaste spouse. In fact, it was 
God’s will that on the occasion of the presen- 
tation of the Child Jesus in the Temple, they 
both should meet with two pure and holy souls, 
who were animated with the same spirit of holi- 
ness and who, too, were longing for the advent 
of the kingdom of God among men. These two 
holy persons were Simeon and Anna, both just 
in the sight of the Heavenly Father and both 


illustrious for virtue and good deeds. 
147 
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For many years these servants of God had 
been waiting for the consolation promised to 
Israel: and lo! at the moment in which the Di- 
vine Child was brought into the Temple, Sim- 
eon, moved by the Holy Spirit, also entered into 
the holy place. He took from Mary’s hands 
the Child into his own arms and, filled with 
the Holy Ghost, gave expression to his joy and 
thanksgiving. On the other hand, Anna, the 
Prophetess, who remained in the Temple night 
and day serving God by prayer and fasting, 
came upon the holy group at the same moment, 
praising the Lord and speaking of Him to all 
that expected the consolation of Israel. 

The company of these two holy persons re- 
plenished the soul of St. Joseph with unspeak- 
able joy. He returned thanks to God, who had 
raised up among His own people such devout 
followers of His Law, and he took occasion from 
this event to walk with renewed energy along 
the way to perfection. 

* * * 

Earth knows no unalloyed happiness. The 
words of benediction, thanks and praise uttered 
by Simeon were mingled with expressions of 
sorrow and grief, for the holy man said also 
that Jesus would be set up for the rise and fall 
of many in Israel and for a sign that would 
be contradicted. Alas! it was not necessary to 
wait very long to see these words fulfilled. 


== aem 


ST. JOSEPH AND PROPHECY OF SIMEON 149 


Meanwhile, they pierced as with a sword Jo- 
seph's own soul, for he then learned clearly 
that He who was his foster Son would suffer 


3most bitter torments in the future and that his 


own holy spouse would experience a sorrow 
which was to be second only to that of her Di- 
vine Son Jesus. 

In that very moment the vision of a terrible 
reality that would never pass away was pre- 
sented to his mind. He saw at a glance, yet 
with wonderful clearness, the future intense suf- 
fering of Jesus, who longed to redeem the world, 
cost what it may. He perceived the revilings 
that were to be heaped upon Him and the pa- 
tience with which He was to endure them. He 


Saw also that many would not appreciate the 


goodness of the Saviour, but would repay Him 
with ingratitude; nay, they would rebel against 
Him and persecute Him with blind hatred. He 
saw that his holy spouse, Mary, the companion 
of Jesus in His sorrows, would be also recom- 
pensed with the same ingratitude, and this, not 
for a few years, but as long as the human race 
would abide upon this earth. 

Which of us can measure the grief of a most 
loving father, a most affectionate spouse as was 
St. Joseph, when he thus beheld in vision the 
future sorrows of his foster Son and of his own 


beloved true spouse! 
* e + 
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We have said that God never permits His 
servants to be oppressed with sorrow without 
sending them consolations to help them to bear 
their griefs. Accordingly, He did not allow the 
soul of St. Joseph to remain weighed down 
with the thoughts of the future passion of Jesus 
and of the sorrows of Mary, without coming 
to his help. He let him learn, through the holy 
Prophet Simeon, of the great harvest of sanc- 
tity and salvation that Jesus would reap 
through His infinite merits: ‘‘This Child is set 
for the resurrection of many in Israel." 

St. Joseph had already realized what grace 
of salvation the Saviour of the world was bring- 
ing to the simple of heart, when he witnessed 
the shepherds adoring at the crib, filled with 
divine faith infused into them from above. And 
now he beheld Simeon and Anna overwhelmed, 
as it were, with supernatural favors because 
of their firm belief in the newly-born Messias. 

He could well infer that if Jesus was to be for 
many, even among the Hebrews, a stumbling 
block, a cause of scandal, He would no less be 
a secure hope of salvation for all who would 
believe in Him and love Him with sincere and 
devoted hearts. Thus was St. Joseph given to 
understand that the publicans and sinners would 
find resurrection and life through the saving 
power of Christ, and would experience in them- 
selves the saying of the prophet: ‘‘Because 
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with the Lord there is mercy; and with Him 
plentiful redemption.’’ 1 


EXAMPLE 


ST. JOSEPH LEADS RENEGADES BACK TO RELIGION 
AND VIRTUE 


The great power of St. Joseph in leading 
renegade sinners back to their religion and to 
God is shown in numerous instances. In the 
acts of the saints, compiled by the Bollandists, 
we read of a once honest and virtuous youth in 
Lyons, who, wishing to secure his salvation, 
was seriously thinking of entering a Religious 
Order. But, unfortunately, his father and 
mother having placed all their earthly hopes in 
him, did all they could to dissuade him from 
his holy resolve. They succeeded, alas, but too 
well. However, they soon had reason to repent 
of their conduct, for their son gradually grew 
lax in the performance of his duties, until he 
finally abandoned every practise of devotion. 
As was to be expected, he gave himself up to 
a licentious life, and ended by falling into the 
most shameful disorders. He left his family 
and entered the army. Then his passions knew 
no bridle, so that he literally became the slave 
of vice and disorder. 


2 Ps., CXXIX, 7. 
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The parents of this unfortunate young man 
began then to deplore the opposition they had 
created to their son's purpose of following the 
religious state. They exerted all their energy 
to recall him from his evil ways and awaken in 
him sentiments of faith and morality. But all 


their efforts failed, their son growing every , 


day more hardened in sin. By an inspiration 
of Heaven, they turned their thoughts to St. 
Joseph and began to implore help and assist- 
ance from this great protector of the Christian 
family, eonfidently asking him to take their 
prodigal son under his fatherly care. 

St. Joseph was not slow in answering the 
humble petition of those unfortunate parents, 
After they had prayed fervently for three days, 
the youth entered into himself and reflected 
seriously upon the danger he was in of losing 
his soul. He saw with a shudder the abyss 
of vice into which he had fallen and recalled 
the innocent days of his childhood. He was 
thereupon seized with shame for his past ex- 
travagances and bitterly bewailed his faults. 
He decided to return home as soon as circum- 
stances permitted. He left the army, resumed 
his former practises of devotion, and was once 
again the virtuous youth he had been before. 

All who desire the conversion of a father, 
of a son, of a friend or of an acquaintance, 
should learn from this fact to confidently have 


ST. JOSEPH AND PROPHECY OF SIMEON 153 


recourse to St. Joseph, who will intercede with 
Jesus and obtain for these persons the grace 
of sincerely returning to God.? 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, I compassionate thee 
in the sorrow which thou didst experience upon 
hearing of the future sufferings of Jesus and 
Mary. However, at the same time, I rejoice 
with thee because of the happiness which filled 
thy soul when Simeon foretold the resurrection 
and life which Jesus would bring to many in 
Israel. Obtain for me, I beseech thee, that I 
may faithfully follow the teaching of the Divine 
Master, and that I may thus come to be num- 
bered among the blessed who will rejoice for all 
eternity in His company. Amen. 


* BOLLANDISTS, Acta Sanctorum, S. Joseph, March 19. 


Nineteenth Day 


ST. JOSEPH PRESENT AT THE ADORATION QF 
THE MAGI 


** And entering into the house, they found the 
Child with Mary His Mother. And falling 
down they adored Him. And opening ther 
treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold, frankm- 
cense and myrrh.” (Marr., rr, 11.) 


ES having decreed that all things should 
be renewed in His Son made Man, chose 
to display His wonderful power both to Jew 
and Gentile even before Jesus gave up His life 
on Calvary. As an angel had been sent from 
heaven to announce the good tidings to the 
shepherds, so a new star was created to bring 
these same tidings to the Wise Men of the East. 

These upright and religious Magi, noticing 
the star, and being enlightened by the Holy 
Ghost, left their homes without delay and fol- 
lowed the star until it brought them to where 
the Child lay. ‘They entered the rude hut, 
found the Child and His Mother, and kneeling 
down, adored Him, offering Him gold, frankin- 
cense and myrrh. 

154 
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Though Holy Scripture does not expressly 
say that St. Joseph was present at the adora- 
tion of the Magi, we may well believe that he 
really was in the hut when these Wise Men en- 
tered. He had been present when the shepherds 
had come to adore the new-born Babe, and it 
seems only meet that he should also have wit- 
nessed the marvels of grace worked by the Holy 
Ghost in the Wise Men, who represented the 
first fruits of the Gospel among the Gentile 
world. As the holy Patriarch had exultantly 
seen the working of salvation among those of 
his own nation, so it was becoming that he 
should also see the wonders which the infant 
Saviour had determined to work among 
strangers to the fold. The silence of Scripture 
on this point is no argument against the pious 
belief that St. Joseph was present at the adora- 
tion of the Magi, for not all that took place was 
eonsigned to the Holy Book, but only those 
things which are necessary to confirm our faith 
in the Incarnation. So, we should not wonder 
if many cireumstances are omitted in Holy Writ 
which, however, may be inferred from the 
context. 

We may say that St. Joseph's presence at the 
adoration of the Magi was a worthy reward for 
the readiness with which he himself had adhered 
with heart and mind to the mystery of the In- 
carnation. At the word of the angel he had 
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believed without hesitation that the Child which 
Mary was to bring into the world was truly the 
Messias, the Redeemer of mankind. It was but 
just that this lively faith should now be both 
rewarded and strengthened, by his witnessing 
the vocation of the Gentiles and the graces 
which the Divine Child was beginning to bestow 
upon them. There was no danger, as some 
might imagine, that his presence should lead the 
Magi into believing that the Child was his natu- 
ral Son, and that His origin was that common 
to allmen. The Holy Ghost, who had led these 
Wise Men to Jesus, could also inwardly illumine 
their minds concerning His supernatural origin. 
On the other hand, explicit faith in St. Joseph’s 
perpetual virginity was only to be propagated 
as a truth at a later period in the Church. 

| T rejoice with thee, O St. Joseph, for the im- 
. mense gladness which filled thy heart when 
thou didst see the sages of the Hast bowing 
low before thy foster Child and offering to Him, 
with their treasures, also their hearts; nay, 
their whole selves. : 


The shepherds, men of simple hearts, had 
been introduced to Jesus by St. Joseph, who 
taught them how to adore and revere the newly- 
born Saviour. Now, as we may assume, the 
holy Patriarch performed the same function in 
regard to the Magi, completing in them the in- 
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terior teaching they had received from the Holy 
Ghost. 

. There is, however, a circumstance associated 
with the adoration of the Magi which clearly 
shows the high office which St. Joseph fulfilled 
in regard to the Saviour. We read in Holy 
Scripture that these sages fell on their knees 
and adored the Child. This act of worship 
should teach us what honor and submission 
the great and wise ones of the world owe to 
God, who is the Lord of science and the dis- 
penser of crowns and scepters. In this wise 
also, the Magi rendered testimony to the royalty 
of Jesus. ‘‘For He must reign, until He hath 
put all His enemies under His feet.! Now, 
this great truth was confirmed by St. Joseph’s 
presence, who, being himself a descendant of 
the royal house of David, fell also on his knees 
together with the Magi and adored the new- 
born Child. He thus initiated and consecrated, 
as it were, the worship which kings and learned 
men of this world are bound to pay to Christ 
our Saviour throughout all ages. 

* * * 

The Magi, enlightened by the Holy Ghost, did 
not content themselves with adoring the 
Saviour in spirit and truth. They also offered 
Him, as a sign of their obedience and homage, 
gifts of gold, incense and myrrh. - making 
— 1t Cor, xv, 25. 
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this threefold offering, they attested their be- 
lief in the royalty of Jesus, signified by gold; 
in His priesthood signified by incense, and in 
His humanity signified by myrrh. They being, 
as it were, the first fruits of the Gentiles, in- 
augurated that universal worship with which 
the world converted to the faith was one day to 
honor Christ our Saviour. 

The gifts of the Wise Men were handed to 
St. Joseph, whom they rightly understood to 
have the care of all His temporal affairs, since 
he was the head of the Holy Family. St. Jo- 
seph on his part received these gifts with sin- 
cere gratitude. He used the money for the 
greater honor and glory of God and for the 
relief of those whom he found poor and needy, 
knowing them to be in very deed the dearest 
friends and brethren of Jesus. He burned the 
incense and myrrh in honor of the Divine Child, 
acknowledging Him as the Lord of the world. 


EXAMPLE 


THE VENERABLE MOTHER CATHERINE OF ST. 
AUGUSTINE 


Among the most fervent servants of St. Jo- 
seph is to be numbered the Venerable Mother 
Catherine of St. Augustine. On the day on 
which she was confirmed she received the name 
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Mary Catherine Joseph, and throughout her 
life she was especially devoted to her patron 
saint. Later, she was sent from France, her 
mother country, to Quebec, Canada, in the 
pioneer days of that land. She became direc- 
tress of the hospital of Quebec and spent many 
years of her life in the service of the sick. 

One year, on Ascension Day, while in an 
eestasy, she saw Our Lord Jesus Christ ascend 
up to His throne in heaven. He was aecom- 
panied by a large cortége of saints, in the first 
rank of whom she observed St. Joseph. The 
procession entered heaven and Jesus took His 
place at the right hand of the Eternal Father. 
St. Joseph then drew near and pointing to our 
blessed Lord, addressed the Most Holy Trinity 
thus: ‘‘Behold, Divine Father, the talent which 
Thou didst entrust to me on earth. I give it 
back to Thee not only doubled but manifoldly 
increased, as these innumerable souls whom He 
has saved can attest.’ 

The Eternal Father replied: ‘‘Good and 
faithful servant, thou hast been on earth the 
loyal steward of My house; but here in heaven 
thou shalt be, not a steward or servant, but a 
lord and master. Thou shalt enjoy great power 
over all My possessions, since thou hadst the 
honor of commanding My own Son.’’ 

Here the venerable mother adds: ‘‘I then 
turned to St. Joseph and said: Great Saint, 
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ask the King of glory that I may never Separate 
myself from His love, but that I may live united 
to Him for all eternity. Through thy interces- 
sion He will grant me every grace."' 

«The favorable reception of my request," 
continues the saintly nun, ‘‘was promised me, 
providing I should keep the resolve I had 
already made, to live in abandonment to the 
divine pleasure. I saw also the place which I 
should occupy in heaven, if I remained faithful. 
There I hope to love Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
for all eternity and to be loved by them 
forever." ? 

Let us learn from this faithful servant of St. 
Joseph to live according to the divine pleasure, 
and we shall obtain all that we solicit through 
the intermediary powers of this great Patriarch. 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, who, in union with 
the Magi didst give to the great and learned 
of the world a bright example of the adoration 
which they owe to Jesus, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, make the reign of so gentle 
a Prince extend itself far and wide, and grant 
that we all may offer Him the pure gold of our 
love, the incense of our adoration, and. the 
myrrh of a sincere repentance. Amen. 


2 Rorusnay, in Vita, c. 5. 


Twentieth Day 
ST. JOSEPH IN THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT 


"**Behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in 
sleep to Joseph, saying: Arise, and take the 
Child and His Mother, and flee into Egypt: and 
be there until I shall tell thee." (Mart., 11, 13.) 


IMPLICITY and humility of heart lead man 
to God; duplicity and perversity estrange 
Him from our soul, for it is written: ‘‘A per- 
verse heart is abominable to the Lord.’’! The 
Magi humbly listened to the voice of the Holy 
Ghost and thereby merited to find the Saviour. 
Herod, instead, fostered nought but egotistical 
thoughts, and Jesus hid Himself from him. 
This cunning and cruel monarch had asked 
the holy Wise Men to return to him after they 
had found the newly-born King of the Jews, so 
that he, too, as he said, might go and adore 
Jesus. In reality, however, he sought but to 
slay the Saviour of the world. An angel then 
warned those holy men in a dream, of the king’s 
treacherous and murderous designs, and bade 


! Prov., x1, 20. 
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them return by another route to their homes. 
Herod soon became aware that he had been 
deluded by the Wise Men, and resolved to rid 
himself of Jesus, cost what it might. Accord- 
ingly, he sent his soldiery to Bethlehem with 
the order to kill every male child of two years 
and under, in Bethlehem and in all the borders 
thereof. 

But the Lord, who always takes special care 
of His elect, sent an angel to Joseph, and or- 
dered him, as the head of the Holy Family, to 
arise immediately and take the Child and His 
Mother and flee into Egypt, for Herod sought 
to take His life away. 

What a sword of sorrow then pierced the 
tender heart of Joseph! Hitherto he had be- 
wailed the indifference of men toward the Mes- 
sias. But now it was something worse than 
indifference: it was bitter hate and black in- 
gratitude, stimulated by a vaunting ambition 
and a barbarous cruelty. 

How can the heart of man conceive designs 
so dark? The Word Incarnate, dwelling from 
all eternity in the bosom of His Father and 
enjoying infinite bliss, had come down upon 
earth and taken the form of man that He might 
bear our misery. And man now sets himself 
to slay his Saviour! Neither the weakness of 
infancy, nor the grace of childhood, nor aught 
else can infiuence Herod to desist from his ne- 
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farious design. How these sad thoughts must 
have made the tender heart of St. Joseph bleed! 
* * * 

The obedience of St. Joseph in the flight into 
Egyptis indeed most remarkable. If we except 
Jesus Christ, who died for us in compliance with 
His Father's wish, and Mary, who lent a ready 
ear to the angel's message concerning the mys- 
tery of the Incarnation to be accomplished in 
her womb, no one ever practised the virtue of 
obedience more perfectly than did the holy 
Patriarch. With what perfection, in fact, did 
he not comply with the angel’s order, when he 
was told to flee by night into a strange country 
together with the Holy Family? He rose imme- 
diately, took the Child and His Mother and set 
out for Egypt. 

All the circumstances which surround this 
sudden departure tended to make the journey 
a difficult one, but they also place in bold re- 
lief the heroic obedience of St. Joseph. This 
precipitate departure did not permit him to 
procure even those things most indispensable 
for a Journey so long and so perilous. To this 
was added a lack of information concerning the 
road to be chosen to reach the place of exile. 
What way shall he go? By sea or by land? 
But in the one case as well as in the other 
the life of Jesus and that of Mary must be ex- 
posed to continual danger. And where shall 
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he stop? Among what people shall he live 
And how long? 

But the obedience of St. Joseph surmounted 
all these obstacles. It was a noble, an heroic 
sacrifice he was making of his will to the holy 
will of God, and such an act is truly worthy 
to be proposed for our imitation. 

: * * * 

The Lord never omits to reward the obedience 
of His servants, and He often does so even dur- 
ing the present life. Accordingly, He recom- 
pensed the promptitude and submission of St. 
Joseph to His will by making him a witness, 
as we may suppose, of the conversion of some 
among the Egyptians to the faith of the true 
God. The prophet had said: ‘‘The burden of 
Egypt. Behold, the Lord will ascend upon a 
swift cloud and will enter into Egypt. And the 
idols of Egypt shall be moved at His presence, 
and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst 
thereof. . . . And the Lord shall be known by 
Egypt: and the Egyptians shall know the Lord 
in that day, and shall worship him with sacri- 
fice and offerings.’’? Itis the common opinion 
of the Fathers and ecclesiastical writers that the 
fulfilment of this prophecy began when Our 
Lord entered Egypt. The presence of the Son 
of God made Man marked the end of the wor- 
ship paid by that pagan people to false gods, 


? In., XIX, 1, 21. 
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and brought a number of them to the true faith 
by the hidden operation of divine grace. 

It is no small glory of St. Joseph to have 
been chosen by God to carry the light of Jesus 
Christ to idolatrous Egypt and to be in some 
way His minister in the hidden marvels of grace 
which the Divine Child accomplished in that 
land. For he was in very deed an unexception- 
able witness of the divinity of the Saviour and 
of the miracles which had surrounded His birth. 
He was thus enabled to carry the light of truth 
to those among whom he now lived, by means 
of his saintly life, adding also an efficacious per- 
suasion whenever circumstances allowed. 


EXAMPLE 
ALMSGIVING IN HONOR OF ST. JOSEPH 


One form of devotion very agreeable to St. 
Joseph consists in giving alms to the poor, in 
memory of the great privations which the holy 
Patriarch endured on his journey from Pales- 
tine to Egypt. This act of mercy performed in 
his honor is singularly pleasing to him and he 
loves to recompense richly those who prac- 
tise it. 

It was formerly a custom in Tuscany to 
choose the feast of St. Joseph as the day on 
which to perform in his honor some act of 
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charity toward the poor. Each family was wont 
to invite on that day some poor person, whom 
they would treat as à brother. 'They would at- 
tend to his most urgent needs; neither would 
they permit him to go without bestowing on 
him a plentiful alms. Sometimes this act of 
mercy took a special form. Three poor people 
were selected, to whom meat and drink were 
served in honor of Jesus, Mary and Joseph; 
nay, at times the Christian family would attend 
permanently to the needs of those destitute 
poor. 

Thus does the devotion to the holy Patriarch 
favor the practise of Christian charity among 
the faithful. Would to God that such beautiful 
customs were still to continue, despite the blight 
of infidelity which is daily extending over the 
world! 

St. Vincent Ferrer relates an anecdote which 
is to the point. A pious man was in the habit 
of inviting to his table each year on Christmas 
Day a poor woman with her young child, to- 
gether with an old man of good character. He 
treated them with great attention and affection, 
intending to honor by this act the Holy Family. 
When the hour of his death came, Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph appeared to him and said that since 
he had invited them so many times to his table 
in the person of the poor, it was but just that 
they should in their turn invite him to their 
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feast-table in paradise. ‘‘Come with us, then,’’ 
they added, ‘‘good and faithful servant; thou 
shalt partake forever of the Heavenly Ban- 
quet. Thus did that pious Christian place his 
soul into the hands of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
and enter with them into paradise, there to en- 
joy forever the vision of God. 

The pious practise consisting of sheltering 
and nourishing one or more destitute poor in 
honor of St. Joseph can be performed on the 
day of the feast of the holy Patriarch or on any 
other day of the year, as one may desire. If it 
be impossible to entertain or feed strangers, one 
can at least choose three poor people and give 
ihem alms in honor of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph. 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, who, to obey the com- 
mand of Heaven, didst share with Jesus and 
Mary the rigors of a painful exile and didst 
become the happy witness of the miracles per- 
formed in favor of the Egyptians, obtain for 
me the grace that I may never estrange Jesus 
from my heart by sin, but always follow faith- 
fully His divine inspirations. Amen. 


Twenty-first Day 
ST. JOSEPH’S RETURN FROM EGYPT 


** But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel 
of the Lord appeared 4n sleep to Joseph m 
Egypt, saying: Arise, and take the Child and 
His Mother, and go into the land of Israel: for 
they are dead that sought the life of the Child.’’ 

(Marr., 1, 19-20.) 


HE Holy Family remained in Egypt until 
the death of Herod. During all these 
years, Jesus, Mary and Joseph experienced all 
the hardships of exile: hunger, want of the nec- 
essaries of life, and especially separation from 
friends and relatives, who might have sym- 
pathized with them in their troubles and as- 
sisted them in their needs. 

But it was particularly upon St. Joseph that 
the weight of exile rested. God had entrusted 
him with the temporal welfare of the Holy F'am- 
ily. Day after day, in the sweat of his brow, 
he earned the bread which was to be the sus- 
tenance of their lives. In the course of his 
labors he also had often to put up with the 
reproach of some, with the coldness and in- 


difference of others. 
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At last the days of exile drew to a close. 
Herod was dead, and the angel of the Lord 
appeared again to Joseph and told him to take 
the Child and His Mother and return to the 
land of Israel. This was for our holy couple a 
source of great joy. It consoled and glad- 
dened their souls as a ray of sunshine refreshes 
and enlivens the parched earth in a hot, dreary 
summer. They were soon to see again the land 
of their birth, the land filled with the gifts of 
the Most High, the land sung of by the prophets, 
inhabited by friends and relatives, the land 
which, in spite of its infidelity, was still the 
land privileged by God, since in it the Word had 
deigned to take flesh to save mankind. 

The thought of the crimes of Herod, however, 
could not but sadden the souls of Mary and 
Joseph. 'lhey recollected how the eruelty and 
ambition of that godless monarch had brought 
desolation and mourning upon so many Jewish 
families. And now, by a just punishment of 
God, he was snatched away by a death as ter- 
rible as it was ignominious. Having rejected 
divine grace, having even attempted the life of 
the Word Incarnate, he finally experienced the 
severity of divine justice, the time having come 
for him to expiate a long series of iniquities 
and crimes. 

On the other hand, the return to Israel was 
not free from difficulties and sufferings for 
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the Holy Family. The journey was long and 
fatiguing, St. Joseph being ignorant of the way, 
and the country round about being infested by 
robbers and malefactors. Moreover, the Infant 
Jesus had grown so much that He could no 
longer be easily carried, nor could He walk the 
entire way home. But Mary and Joseph were 
well aware that by returning to Judea they were 
fulfilling the divine will, and this thought made 
them overcome all the hardships and discom- 
forts of this long and weary journey. 
* * 8 

Man has no fixed abode here below. Hence 
he eannot, while on earth, enjoy lasting peace, 
but he must always put up with trials, crosses, 
and contradictions. The Holy Family set out 
for the land of Israel in accordance with the 
angel's command; but hardly had St. Joseph 
surmounted the difficulties of the long and dan- 
gerous journey, when the news came to his ears 
that Caesar Augustus had given Archelaus, 
Herod's son, half his father's kingdom, with 
the title ‘‘Tetrarch of Judea.' Archelaus in- 
herited, besides, his father's ambition and 
eruelty. 

St. Joseph was in doubt as to the course he 
should pursue. Should he fix his abode in 
Judea, where Archelaus might persecute the 
Divine Child, or should he continue his jour- 
ney until he came to some retreat where he 
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could find safety, peace and rest for his spouse 
and the Child? In this perplexity he had re- 
course to prayer, and an angel enlightened him 
by advising him to retire into the quarters of 
Galilee. 

St. Joseph did not fail to reflect upon the 
deeper meaning of all these successive fatiguing 
journeys and precipitous flights, which in 
reality were nothing but a striking symbol of 
the vicissitudes of sorrows and triumphs to 
which the Church upon earth is subjected. He 
foresaw the persecutions which would come 
upon the spouse of Christ till the end of time, 
and his soul was pierced anew with grief. ‘‘The 
light is come into the world and men loved dark- 
ness rather than the light, for their works were 
evil.” 1 

* = * 

In the midst of all the tribulations, hardships 
and sufferings which St. Joseph underwent 
while providing for the safety and welfare of 
the Word Incarnate and His Mother, his only 
comfort, his only consolation, was prayer. 

Night and day **he cried to the Lord with 
his voice; with his voice he made supplication 
to the Lord; in His sight he poured out his 
prayer and before Him declared his trouble.’? ? 
His prayer was incessant, his conversation with 
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God constant and habitual, as is shown by the 
four prophetic visions recorded in Holy Scrip- 
ture as granted to him by God, for these are 
ordinarily the recompense of familiar union 
with the Godhead. 

Happy is he who, in the difficulties of life, 
has recourse to humble and faithful prayer. 
He can rest assured of the divine assistance, 
for it is written: ‘‘Whatsoever you ask when 
ye pray, believe that you shall receive.’’®* But 
it is necessary to persevere in prayer, accord- 
ing to the warning ‘‘that we ought always to 
pray, and not to faint," * and in conformity with 
the eustom of our divine Saviour Himself, who 
*^went out into a mountain to pray, and passed 
the whole night in the prayer of God.’’§ 


EXXAMPLE 
ST. JOSEPH SUCCORS THE INFIRM 


Toward the close of the last century, there 
lived in Vienna a poor widow named Wilhel- 
mina Rielz, who was suffering from a dangerous 
and painful malady which confined her to her 
bed. The Franciscan nuns had the kindness to 
receive her into their hospital. The doctors at- 
tending the hospital declared that an operation 
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was necessary in order to remove an ulcer which 
had developed at the back of one ear. The in- 
cisions were painful in the extreme, and several 
times the poor woman fainted. At last the doc- 
tors said that there was little hope for recovery, 
as the disease had already invaded the bones 
and permeated the whole system. 

The physical suffering of the poor woman 
was very great indeed; but what most afflicted 
her was her being unable to procure the neces- 
saries of life for her four helpless and almost 
starving young children. In this extreme 
misery she turned to her patron St. Joseph with 
great confidence, and begged him to come to 
her aid. On the following day she received holy 
communion according to that same intention, 
and soon after she fell into a restful slumber, 
during which she saw the holy Patriarch, who 
consoled and promised to assist her. When 
she awoke she told the attendants what she had 
experienced, and expressed the conviction that 
she would soon be cured. In fact, the wound 
began to heal perfectly, and the doctors de- 
elared they had never witnessed so extraordi- 
nary a recovery. The nuns also and the sick in 
the hospital ceased not to admire the wonderful 
cure and rendered fervent thanks to God for it. 

Not long after, the fortunate woman, who, be- 
sides perfect health had also recovered her 
peace of mind, was permitted to leave the hos- 
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pital So complete was her recovery that the 
wound at the back of the ear did not even leave 
a sear. Thus could she provide for her dear 
children with the work of her hands. In such 
a way had St. Joseph rewarded his faithful 
servant. It is true, the holy Patriarch does not 
always restore the bodily health of his devoted 
clients, but he never fails to obtain for them 
resignation and patience in their sufferings, 
that they may thus merit eternal life. 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, who to a spirit of per- 
fect obedience didst unite the practise of habit- 
ual prayer, obtain for me the grace always to 
have recourse to God in the trials of life and 
to pray with such frequency, that prayer may 
ever be my habitual and dearest occupation. 
Amen. 


Twenty-second Day 


JOURNEY OF ST. JOSEPH TO JERUSALEM AT 
THE PASCHAL FEAST 


“And when He was twelve years old, they 
(were) going up to Jerusalem, according to the 
custom of the feast.” (Luxg, r1, 42.) 


HE Law of Moses prescribed that every 
adult person of the male sex should pre- 
sent himself in Jerusalem before the Lord three 
times every year; that is, at the feast of the 
Azymes or Pasch, at the feast of Weeks, and at 
the feast of Tabernacles.! But, as many of the 
Jews had their dwelling in distant regions and 
could not easily undertake so frequent a jour- 
ney to Jerusalem, a lawful eustom had reduced 
that law, which in course of time had become too 
onerous to be literally observed. As a matter 
of fact, it was generally deemed sufficient for 
those living in distant parts to resort to the 
Holy City once only during the year, and the 
Pasch was the time chosen for that visit. 
This, indeed, was the case with the Holy 
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Family, as Nazareth was more than one hun- 
dred miles distant from Jerusalem. Hence, it 
sufficed for St. Joseph to journey there once 
only every year; and this he did not fail to do, 
being, as he was, so careful an observer of the 
lawful customs of his nation. Furthermore, 
although women were not bound by this law, yet 
his holy spouse Mary was wont to accompany 
him on this journey, as the Sacred Text shows. 
Children also were not bound by this law until 
they had reached the age of reason, which time 
was to be determined by their parents. 

Now, as long as Archelaus, that cruel and ar- 
rogant monarch, continued reigning over Judea, 
the life of the Saviour was in perpetual danger, 
and therefore Mary and Joseph did not think 
it fit to bring the Divine Child with them on 
their journey to Jerusalem. But now that the 
impious king was dead and Jesus had reached 
the age of twelve years, He accompanied His 
parents to Jerusalem, there to adore the Lord 
with them, and give His countrymen the ex- 
ample of fervent prayer. 

We cannot here too much admire the conduct 
of the members of the Holy Family, who, to 
better please and serve God, exposed themselves 
to the inconveniences of such a long and weary 
journey. Alas! how many Christians are slow 
in fulfilling the comparatively light precepts of 
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Holy Church, such as the keeping of feast- 
days or the receiving, at least once dur- 
ing the year, the Sacrament of the Blessed 
Eucharist! | 

O glorious St. Joseph, grant that we may 
never transgress the commandments of God and 
of Holy Church, since upon the observance of 
the same depends the sanctification of our lives 
and our own eternal salvation. 

* * * 1 

It may be asked, What was the virtue which 
prompted the Holy Family, and especially St. 
Joseph, to observe so faithfully the prescrip- 
tions of Moses regarding this annual journey to 
Jerusalem? To this we answer that it was the 
virtue of religion, which consists in the readi- 
ness of our will to perform all things pertaining 
to divine service and worship. Now, this emi- 
nent virtue does not only embrace internal acts, 
such as prayer, adoration and the like; it in- 
cludes external acts as well, such as the offering 
of sacrifice, prostrations, the paying of tithes 
and so forth. By means of such external acts 
the soul is brought to love, praise and serve 
God internally. 

St. Joseph, animated as he was by a firm and 
sincere spirit of religion, was not content to 
adore God from the depths of his heart only; 
he would also fulfil with strict fidelity those 
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external acts of publie worship prescribed by 
the Law of Moses. 

Another virtue which moved St. Joseph to 
journey every year to Jerusalem, there to adore 
the Lord in the Temple, was the virtue of piety, 
which has for its object the honor and respect 
due to parents and country. Together with this 
was the virtue of reverence, which commands 
honor and respect in regard to persons placed 
in high stations. Thus, while undertaking this 
journey every year, St. Joseph gave expression 
to sentiments of honor and respect toward his 
country, of which Jerusalem was the principal 
city; he likewise showed forth his affection to- 
ward his kinsmen who resided in that city, as 
well as his reverence and veneration for the 
priests of the Temple and the civil magistrates. 

Behold how many acts of virtue St. Joseph 
exercised on this annual journey to Jerusalem. 
And for this reason the saintly Patriarch, in 
whose breast burned the undivided love of God, 
religion, country and parents, is well worthy of 
being set up as the model of a true Christian 
citizen, whose motto is fidelity to God, to his 
religion, to his parents and to his country. 

* + E 

As regards the acts of religion practised by 
St. Joseph, of which we have now spoken, we 
should note carefully the spirit of devotion that 
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moved him to perform the same. That spirit 
of inward devotion earried him, as it were, be- 
yond himself, urging him to accomplish faith- 
fully all that pertains to divine service and wor- 
ship. To him, therefore, may be applied the 
words of Paralipomenon:? *'And all the multi- 
tude offered victims and praises, with a devout 
mind.?? : 

The saintly Patriarch ever kept aglow this 
spirit of devotion, not only by frequently re- 
flecting upon the heavenly mysteries of which 
he was the privileged witness, but also by hav- 
ing ever present before his eyes his own low- 
liness; this twofold element—consideration of 
God's greatness and reflection upon one’s own 
baseness—being the source from which the 
spirit of devotion is ordinarily nurtured. 

This inward devotion of St. Joseph, on the 
one hand, filled his heart with an habitual senti- 
ment of gladness and of supernatural joy for 
the eonsideration of the divine goodness. But 
as, on the other hand, he realized that he was 
still upon this earth, which for him was a place 
of exile and trial, he could not but experience 
a certain feeling of sadness, which, however, 
was soon dissipated in his heart by the hope 
of enjoying before long the company and vision 
of his dear Lord in paradise. 
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EXAMPLE 
THR BLESSED JOSEPH BENEDICT COTTOLENGO 


. That remarkable friend of the poor and for- 
saken, Blessed Joseph Benedict Cottolengo, re- 
cently raised to the honors of the altar by Pope 
Benediet XV, of happy memory, gave origin in 
Turin, little less than a century ago, to that won- 
derful institution which is called **The Little 
Home of Divine Providence. This charitable 
servant of God fostered in his heart an un- 
bounded confidence and a tender love toward the 
holy Mother of God and her chaste spouse St. 
Joseph. He was proud of bearing the name of 
the holy Patriarch, and often discoursed to those 
whom he received in his home, on his glories, 
pointing him out as the special protector of the 
dying, and exhorting all to have recourse to him 
in their wants and troubles. He would have his 
feast-day preceded by a devout novena, during 
which he himself preached every day, exalting 
the merits of St. Joseph and his. power of inter- 
cession. On one occasion, a certain illustrious 
personage while assisting at a sermon preached 
by the saintly founder of the ‘‘Little-Home’’ 
was so struck by the sentiments of affection and 
piety with which he heard him recite the glories 
of the holy Patriarch, that he openly said he 
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could not remember having before heard any- 
thing so beautiful and devout. 

To this glorious Patron, Blessed Cottolengo 
entrusted one of the divisions of his Home, 
namely, the group of youths whom he called 
‘‘the little brothers," formed of young boys 
bereaved of their parents or abandoned by them, 
who therefore stood in greater need of protec- 
tion and care. 

The illustrious servant of God often experi- 
enced how generous St. Joseph is toward those 
who love to succor the poor. When at times he 
found himself in extreme need, St. Joseph was 
for him a protector who never failed to help 
him; nay, on several occasions even in an ex- 
traordinary and miraculous manner. The 
* Little Home of Divine Providence’’ had been 
founded by him without fixed income; however, 
help was never failing in time of need. 

Once, as he had paid almost all his creditors 
at the end of the month, he found that he still 
owed the baker ten thousand francs. Being 
unable to pay that sum at once, he asked for 
an eight days’ extension of time, which was 
granted. Meantime the pious Canon multiplied 
his prayers to St. Joseph, but seemingly with- 
out effect. On the eighth day he betook himself 
to a certain rich merchant, begging a loan of 
him for only ten days of the sum he owed the 
baker. 
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‘‘Here are the ten thousand francs you ask 
for," the merchant said, ‘‘and I willingly lend 
them to you for ten days.’’—‘‘Blessed be St. 
Joseph !? exclaimed Blessed Cottolengo. Then 
going straight to the baker, he said to him, 
carrying the purse to the counter: ‘‘Here I 
am in due time for the paying of my debt.’’— 
‘‘But what do you mean, Canon,’’ replied the 
baker with surprise, do you wish to pay me 
twicef Only just now a man sent by you has 
paid me the ten thousand frances; see here the 
entry of the receipt is still fresh in my account 
book.’’—‘‘TI did not send anybody,’’ replied the 
saintly Canon; **but certainly St. Joseph must 
have sent some one in my place. Without fur- 
ther ado Blessed Cottolengo retraced his steps 
to the merchant's home for the purpose of re- 
turning him the money. He told his creditor 
what had, just happened, while handing over to 
him the ten thousand franes; but the merchant 
readily replied: ‘‘And do you think that I can- 
not give your Home ten thousand francs? Why, 
in this very moment I have gained as much 
more. I have no more right to money which has 
once been in your hands." 

This was one of the many ways in which St. 
Joseph succored that great benefactor of the 
poor, i Blessed Joseph Benedict Cottolengo.* 
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PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, who with such inward 
devotion didst perform all the duties regarding 
divine service and worship preseribed by the 
law, without at the same time omitting thy other 
duties both domestic and social, grant that, fol- 
lowing in thy footsteps, while serving the Lord 
with our whole hearts, we may never neglect 
to fulfil our obligations toward those with whom 
we are connected with the bonds of country and 
blood. Amen. 


Twenty-third Day 
THE LOSS OF JESUS IN JERUSALEM 


** And having fulfilled the days, when they re- 
turned, the Child Jesus remained in Jerusalem, 
and His parents knew it not." (Lure, n, 43.) 


ORROW is the ordinary way by which God 
leads man to sanctification. It is not sur- 
prising, then, if the elect are not exempt from 
tribulation ; nay, God at times permits that they 
be visited with afflictions even more severely 
than the rest of mankind. Wherefore, the angel 
said to Tobias: ‘‘Because thou wast acceptable 
to God, it was necessary that temptation should 
prove thee.’’* 

The holy Patriarch St. Joseph was indeed 
most dear to God, and so it was necessary that 
he also should undergo the most severe trials. 
Of these one of the hardest was without doubt 
the event which happened when the Holy Fam- 
ily journeyed to Jerusalem, Jesus being twelve 
years of age. When the time of their sojourn 
in the Holy City was ended, the Child Jesus, 
instead of returning home with His parents, 
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withdrew from their loving care and remained 
behind in Jerusalem without their knowing 
where He was. 

The loss of the Divine Child happened with- 
out any fault on the part of either Mary or 
Joseph. For, as sacred interpreters explain, a 
eustom prevailed among the Jews whereby the 
men were separated from the women in their 
processions or journeys to the Temple as well 
as during the time they remained in the Holy 
City, this course having been adopted as a safe- 
guard on behalf of modesty and chastity. The 
children, not being bound by that law, were 
left free to be either in the company of their 
fathers or in that of their mothers. 

Now, the Blessed Virgin could well presume 
that Jesus was with St. Joseph in the company 
of the men, while St. Joseph, in turn, could 
easily believe Him to be with Mary in the com- 
pany of the women. The whole proceeding 
happened, therefore, through no want of care 
on the part of either parent of the Divine Child. 
Nor is it to be believed, as some have thought, 
that Jesus, on this occasion, rendered Himself 
invisible to His parents. 

As a matter of fact, the event took place 
through divine disposition and for our instruc- 
tion. For by thus withdrawing Himself from 
the tender eare of Mary and Joseph and pro- 
longing His sojourn in the Temple, Jesus 
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wished to teach us how the affection of parents 
should not prevent us from performing our 
spiritual duties, and also how we should not 
hesitate to sacrifice the company of those dear 
to us, in order entirely to consecrate ourselves 
to divine service. 

* * 

Of all the sorrows experienced by St. Jo- 
geph, it may be said with truth that the one 
consequent on the loss of Jesus was the most 
bitter to his heart. Not that he had remorse 
of conscience for a fault which he certainly 
knew he had not committed; but the lack of 
information regarding the present state of one 
80 dear to him as Jesus, filled him with un- 
speakable anguish. Hence, we may apply to 
him the words of the Psalmist: ‘‘Fear and 
trembling are come upon me." ? We may even 
say that, in a certain sense, the sorrow of St. 
Joseph was greater than that experienced by 
Mary under the same circumstances, in so far as 
to St. Joseph principally the well-being of both 
Mother and Son had been entrusted by God. 

Great had been the grief of the saintly 
Patriarch when, fleeing into Egypt and having 
to avoid the merciless soldiery of Herod, he was 
in continual anguish lest the Divine Child should 
be discovered and put to death, or at least, ill- 
treated by those godless emissaries of an am- 
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bitious monarch. But he could then at least 
rejoice in the visible company of Jesus, whose 
presence rendered every hardship light and 
easy. Besides, he would have considered it a 
privilege to give his life for the Saviour. But 
now his beloved Son Jesus is absent, and oh! 
what anxiety, what torment of mind this is for 
the loving foster-father! His sorrow, too, was 
made keener by the thought of the misery of 
so many who, having lost divine grace through 
sin, are far from God, the only source of life 
and happiness. 

It is true, the holy Patriarch well knew that 
the time for the immolation of Jesus upon the 
cross had not come as yet, since the seventy 
weeks of years foretold by the Prophet Daniel 
had not yet elapsed. Still, as he did not know 
all the circumstances of the passion, and on 
the other hand he was well aware of the malice 
of the Jews, his mind was troubled with the 
darkest forebodings for the safety of Jesus. 
A shadow, though faint and altogether in- 
adequate, of the state of mind of St. Joseph 
is found in the wail of grief emitted once by 
Ruben, Jacob’s son, upon being unable to find 
Joseph, whom his envious brothers had cast 
into a dry cistern: ‘‘The boy doth not appear, 
and whither shall I go??? 
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The circumstance of the loss of Jesus in Jeru- 
salem gave St. Joseph an occasion of practising 
the virtue of fortitude to an heroic degree. The 
holy Patriarch bore the privation of the pres- 
ence of Jesus, his sole consolation and the one 
joy of his heart, with greatest patience and 
resignation to the divine will. 

The life of a Christian on earth is a continual 
warfare and therefore the virtue of fortitude 
is most necessary for each one of us. This vir- 
tue consists in a disposition of mind by which 
we firmly propose never to allow ourselves to 
be driven from the path of justice and truth 
whatever temptation we may encounter, or 
whatever hardship we may have to suffer. And 
certainly the loss of Jesus’ presence and the 
uncertainty of His lot were among the greatest 
pains that St. Joseph could ever have experi- 
enced. However, he did not on this account 
allow himself to be driven to despair; but trust- 
ing in the assistance of Providence and accom- 
panied by his holy spouse, who shared with him 
his cup of grief, he at once set out to find his 
foster Child Jesus, whose life was more precious 
and dear to him than all the possessions of 
earth. | 

Together with the virtue of fortitude, St. Jo- 
seph practised also patience and perseverance, 
teaching us hereby to strive to possess these 
Christian virtues, which help us to bear the 
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are to be spent. 

EXAMPLE 


ST. JOSEPH, TERROR OF DEMONS 


. Sacred writers agree in saying that the in- 
tercession of St. Joseph is an efficacious means 
of overthrowing the tyranny of Satan and 
propagating the kingdom of Jesus Christ. In- 
deed, this fact is borne out by numerous evi- 
dences, a result of which is that the holy 
Patriarch has come to be invoked by Holy 
Church with the title ‘‘terror of demons." Mis- 
sionaries in heathen countries are unanimous in 
acknowledging the help they have derived from 
St. Joseph to that effect. | 
, Words fail to express how baneful is the in- 
fluence exercised by the wicked spirits over the 
poor infidels, in those regions where the bene- 
ficial and regenerating spirit of Christianity has 
not yet penetrated. The devil is not content 
with tormenting the souls of these unhappy peo- 
ple; he often afflicts their bodies as well, caus- 
ing violent and mysterious maladies among 
them, which in many pagan countries are 
usually styled ‘‘the devil's sickness." 

. The Reverend Father Royer in his book on 
Catholie Missions recounts among other hap- 
penings the following episode. On the feast of 
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St. Joseph, that is, the 19th of March, he once 
met a workman of pagan religion, at whose wan 
and sickly aspect he could not repress a shud- 
der. The unfortunate man was actually emaci- 
ated, and his color was that of death. At the 
missionary’s question as to what ailed him, the 
man replied sadly that he suffered greatly and 
was very weak. He then begged the missionary 
to come to his aid. 

The priest, perceiving that the patient was 
being afflicted with a sickness of an entirely spe- 
cial kind, told him aceordingly that his malady 
was incurable, unless he should have recourse 
to the true God with a lively faith and promised 
to look after the salvation of his own soul with 
special care.—‘‘Very well," the poor man re- 
plied, ‘‘I do believe. If God will cure me, many 
of my countrymen will also believe in Him; for 
they know that I have been tormented with this 
awful sickness for over two years.’’ 

The missionary, with a few appropriate 
words, encouraged the sick man to adhere stead- 
fastly to the Catholic Faith, and, presenting 
him with a little prayer-book, recommended him 
to put his trust in the power and protection of 
St. Joseph. The converted pagan then left, 
promising to return five days later, that is, when 
the Church keeps the feast of the Annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin. In fact, on the fixed day 
he came back to the missionary, beaming with 
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joy and contentment, for in reality he had been 
cured. 

On the fourth of April of the same year, the 
happy convert brought with him his eleven- 
year-old son, who already knew how to read his 
catechism, and invited the missionary to his 
home. The reader can imagine the joy of the 
priest when, upon arriving at the new Christian 
house, he learned that all that family were pre- 
pared to embrace the Faith and longed to re- 
ceive holy Baptism. The missionary baptized 
the entire family, giving the youngest son the 
name of Joseph, in thanksgiving to the saintly 
Patriarch for the graces of which he had been 
the dispenser. These neophytes eventually be- 
came the nucleus of a new community of Chris- 
tians, which spread rapidly throughout that 
region. 

Thus, to the powerful intercession of our 
glorious Patriarch was due the cessation of the 
diabolical influence over that family as well as 
a wonderful propagation of the Faith in the 
aforesaid country.* 


PRAYER 


I compassionate thee, O glorious St. Joseph, 
for the bitter sorrow that transfixed thy soul 
when, through no fault of thine, thou didst lose 
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sight of Jesus at the time He chose to remain 
in Jerusalem. Obtain for me, I beseech thee, 
through the merit which this saintly-borne an- 
guish procured thee, that I may never lose my 
Saviour through mortal sin, but ever remain 
faithful to His holy grace. Amen. 


Twenty-fourth Day 


THE FINDING OF JESUS IN THE TEMPLE AT 
JERUSALEM IN THE MIDST OF DOCTORS 


"^ And, it came to pass that, after three days, 
they found Him (Jesus) in the Temple, sitting 
in the midst of the Doctors, hearing them and 
asking them questions.’’ (Luxe, rr, 46.) 


REAT indeed was the sorrow of Mary and 

Joseph when, returning to their home 

after the Paschal feast, they discovered toward 

the elose of the first day that they had lost 

Jesus. But when on the third day they found 

Him again, the joy they experienced fully made 
up for their fears and anxieties. 

This joy, however, was intended by God to 
be a reward for their special diligence in search- 
ing for Jesus. In fact, the Saered Text tells us 
that, as soon as they became aware of the 
absence of their dear Son, they sought Him 
among their parents and kinsfolk without losing 
a moment’s time. But the Divine Saviour was 
not to be found in the midst of His earthly rela- 


tives nor in the tumult of the world, as He Him- 
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self said:! ‘‘Did you not know that I must be 
about My Father's business?! To be certain 
of finding Jesus, it is necessary to withdraw 
from the world, to bid farewell to earthly affec- 
tions, to hasten to the house of God and have 
recourse to the ministers of the sanctuary. 
There we may be sure of finding Jesus if, 
through mortal sin, we have come to lose Him, 
or if, for some purpose unknown to us, He at 
times seems to withdraw Himself from our 
souls, depriving us of the light of His presence 
and of the balm of His spiritual consolations. 
Although free from every stain of sin, Mary 
and Joseph had to pass through the hardest 
trial to which God, by a just disposition of 
His wil, may ever submit His own faithful 
servants. This trial consists in the withdrawal 
of those consolations, lights and comforts which 
the presence of divine grace usually brings 
along with it. During those three days, Mary 
and Joseph experienced all the grief, all the 
sadness and anxiety which are the ordinary ac- 
companiment of spiritual dryness. God had 
ordained that it should be so to the end that 
those two saintly persons might have greater 
eompassion on us, if ever it should happen that 
He, with or without any fault on our part, 
chooses to deprive us of His sensible presence 


+ Ibid., 40. 
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and leaves us, as it were, abandoned to 
ourselves. 

On such oceasions, however, we should imitate 
the parents of Jesus, who did not abandon 
themselves to despair ; but rather, groping along 
as it were in the gloomy night of tribulation, 
they diligently searched for Him who was the 
love of their souls.? Let us likewise seek Jesus 
in prayer and penance, with humility and con- 
stancy, and we shall be certain of finding Him, 
as itis written:? ‘‘Thou, O Lord, hast not for- 
saken them that seek 'Thee."' 


* * * 


It would be impossible to describe the joy of 
St. Joseph upon finding in the Temple at Jeru- 
salem Him whom he loved as à son, whom he 
had, itis true, always possessed in his heart, but 
whose visible presence filled him now with a 
joy as great as was the sorrow caused by the 
separation. And as the sorrow of Mary during 
the three days’ loss had been the cause of new 
sorrow for the holy Patriarch, so now, seeing 
the joy of his beloved spouse, he felt his own joy 
increasing a hundredfold. He now was inex- 
pressibly happy to have found again the sacred 
Treasure entrusted to his care. He exulted to 
see Jesus so greatly honored by the Doctors of 
the law, who invited Him to sit in their midst 


3 CANT., m1, 1. 
3 PBALM, , 11. 
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and allowed Him to freely put questions to 
them. It caused him inexpressible joy to hear 
Jesus answering those wise men in such a sub- 
lime manner that they were all filled with ad- 
miration at His wisdom. 

Oh! with what effusion did St. Joseph press 
to his bosom his beloved Jesus, in whom he did 
not know what to admire more, the greatness 
of the divine goodness which abode in Him sub- 
stantially, or the immense tenderness and mercy 
of His most sacred Heart, which was pouring 
out its treasures of knowledge and grace upon 
men, as à prelude of that copious redemption 
which He was to procure to the world and which 
one day would change the face of the earth! 

Oh, then, indeed, could St. Joseph say with 
even greater truth than the Spouse of the Can- 
ticles: ‘‘My Beloved to me, and I to Him.’’ 4 
“I found Him whom my soul loveth ; I held Him 
and will not let Him go.’’ 5 


* * $ 


The fact of losing Jesus in the Temple and 
finding Him again after three days, consider- 
ably increased in St. Joseph’s heart that pity 
which he spontaneously felt for poor sinners and 
for persons suffering from desolation and dry- 
ness. This virtue of pity, which is but an off- 
shoot of charity, St. Joseph had received from 


* CANT., 11, 16, 
s Ibid., 111, 4. 


FINDING OF JESUS IN TEMPLE 197 


God in a special manner from the first moment 
of his sanctification, and it ever continued 
growing in his soul, so that to him are applicable 
the words of Job:* ‘For from my infancy 
mercy grew up with me, and it came out with 
me from my mother’s womb.’’ 

Now, then, that St. Joseph experienced how 
baneful for the soul is the separation from Jesus 
and what a trial it is to be deprived of the 
sweetness of His presence, he began to conceive 
an immense compassion for all those who have 
the misfortune of losing Jesus through sin, or 
who are visited with dryness of spirit or 
troubled by grievous and distressing tempta- 
tions. 

This tender compassion for the tempted and 
afflicted grew so much stronger in St. Joseph 
as he then had under his eyes a wonderful ex- 
ample of this same virtue in his holy spouse, 
Mary, who, almost forgetting her own grief 
during those three terrible days, had principally 
in mind the sorrow of the holy Patriarch. This 
may be inferred from the observation which 
she uttered when she finally found Jesus: 
**Behold, Thy father and I have sought Thee 
sorrowing.’?? By mentioning St. Joseph in the 
first place, the Blessed Virgin wished to signify 


Chap., xxxi, 18. 
T LUKE, 11, 48. 
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how much the grief of her holy spouse had 
weighed upon her own heart. 


EXAMPLE 
ST. JOSEPH OF THE OAK TREE 


A mission was once being given in a little 
eountry vilage named Villadieu in the diocese 
of Angers, F'rance, in May, 1856. The mission- 
ary who preached it was a priest of the Society 
of Jesus, called Father Louis N. As the mission 
was brought to a close, the parish priest took the’ 
missionary to a place outside the village, to 
show him a marvelous oak tree of extraordi- 
nary height and shape, the girth of which was 
fifty-four feet. While the missionary was won- 
dering at the proportions of the stately old oak, 
it occurred to him that it would be quite appro- 
priate to place an image of St. Joseph in a kind 
of large niche which nature had hollowed out 
in the tree itself. Accordingly, he suggested 
this to the parish priest, who fully agreed with 
him. 

Until that time the niche had served no other 
purpose than that of protecting wayfarers 
against the inclemency of the weather. Now, 
however, acting upon the missioner’s sugges- 
tion, the parish priest determined to adjust it 
into a small chapel to be dedicated in honor of 
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the great Patriarch St. Joseph. The family to 
whom the tree belonged, as well as the diocesan 
authorities, willingly gave their consent and the 
work was soon begun. A small altar with a 
tabernacle was placed there, and above in the 
niche a statue of St. Joseph. Soon after, the 
Holy Saerifiee was celebrated in that place, 
while a hundred priests and more than a thou- 
sand pilgrims were fervently calling upon the 
help and assistance of the chaste spouse of the 
Immaculate Mother of God, invoking him with 
the title **St. Joseph of the Oak Tree, pray 
for us.’’ 

The news of the dedication of the strange 
chapel spread rapidly throughout the country. 
The spot began soon after to be the center of 
numerous pilgrimages, and the Holy Sacrifice 
was offered daily in thé new sanctuary. One 
day more than thirty thousand pilgrims assem- 
bled from various parts, joining themselves 
with the inhabitants of the village, to praise 
St. Joseph and invoke his powerful intercession 
in the trials of life. It would be difficult to say 
what fervent prayers ascended to the throne 
of the glorious Patriarch from that modest sanc- 
tuary. And no wonder that Heaven rewarded 
the piety of the faithful with extraordinary 
graces both spiritual and temporal! 

Pope Pius IX, in a Brief of June 23, 1857, 
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enriched this shrine with copious indulgences, 
which made the Sanctuary even more dear to 
the faithful of that region. As a result, it was 
soon found necessary to build a chapel, in order 
that the pilgrims might satisfy their devotion 
by approaching the holy sacraments. True, the 
money for this end was lacking; but the gener- 
osity of both inhabitants and pilgrims was 
more than equal to the occasion, and the chapel 
was soon erected. But even this became inade- 
quate; whereupon it gave place to a church, 
which is the present shrine of ‘‘St. Joseph of 
the Oak Tree." 

Pilgrims journey to this hallowed spot not 
only from Angers and the surrounding country, 
but also from Brittany, Normandy and even 
Belgium and Holland. Every year, from sixty 
to eighty thousand strangers visit the shrine, 
and more than seven hundred Masses are cele- 
brated there. Not a day passes in which the 
Sanetuary is not visited by some new pilgrim, 
although the pilgrimages are more numerous at 
the time of the principal feast, which occurs in 
August, when all those who have requests to 
make to St. Joseph, as well as those who have 
already received favors, come to pay the hom- 
age of their filial devotion to the glorious 
Patriarch, who never fails to answer their 
prayers. 
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PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, by the ineffable joy 
that filled thy heart upon finding thy foster Son 
Jesus in the Temple, have pity upon my soul; 
eomfort me in sadness, protect me in dangers, 
and if ever I should happen to lose the grace of 
Jesus through sin, oh! then, help me te quickly 
recover it by sincere penance. Amen. 


Twenty-fifth Day 


LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH AT NAZARETH IN THE 
COMPANY OF JESUS AND MARY 


* 4nd (Jesus) went down with them, and 


came to Nazareth, and was subject to them." 
(LUEE, 1, 51.) 


EW indeed are the words in which the in- 
spired writer describes the life of St. Jo- 
seph at Nazareth in the company of Jesus and 
Mary. But brief as these words are, they can 
convey to us, if they be attentively considered, 
an idea of the holy Patriarch’s high office here 
on earth, and of the abundance of grace which 
filled his soul during these years spent in the 
little town of Galilee. The idea conveyed by 
the Sacred Text is that of an intimate union of 
heart and mind among the members of the Holy 
Family. In very truth there could not possibly 
be a closer bond than that uniting Joseph to his 
foster Son Jesus and to his most loving spouse 
Mary. 
The Word of God when becoming Man made 
Himself subject to the laws of nature regard- 


ing the relations of son to father. He chose 
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to fulfill toward St. Joseph, His foster-father, 
all the duties of a faithful son, showing him 
every mark of honor and affection due to a par- 
ent. Besides this, there burned unceasingly in 
the most sacred Heart of Jesus a fond love for 
St. Joseph, such as the most devoted of sons 
never has had or never will have for the ten- 
derest of earthly fathers. And when the holy 
Patriarch, having become feeble in health, could 
no longer undergo the fatigue of his humble 
‘trade as a carpenter, then Jesus assisted him 
with tender solicitude, sweetly constraining him 
to take a well-deserved rest, anticipating his 
wishes, and supplying his needs. 

Mary, on her part, showed St. Joseph all the 
signs of respect, veneration and affection due by 
a faithful wife to a loving husband. For indeed 
St. Joseph was to her a true spouse, given her 
by God to be her companion in sorrow, the 
witness of her divine maternity and the guar- 
dian of her perpetual virginity. 

St. Joseph, on his part, responded to this 
love and veneration of both Jesus and Mary for 
him with feelings of reciprocal affection and 
regard. He had for Jesus a true fatherly love, 
such as had been enkindled and was kept aglow 
in his heart by the Holy Spirit. So ardent was 
this love, that could it be divided among all 
the fathers that have ever lived in this world, 
it would be sufficient to render their sons su- 
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premely happy. As for his most holy spouse, 
Joseph could not cease to admire the operations 
of grace in her soul; and this consideration 
caused the chaste and holy love which he had 
consecrated to her on the day of their espousal 
to grow stronger every day. 

A true vision of paradise is offered us by 
that Holy House of Nazareth, all radiant with 
the light of divine charity. Where charity and 
love are, there God also is.? 


* * * 


The Holy House of Nazareth, besides giving 
us an example of a most peaceful home in which 
charity reigns supreme, furnishes us also with 
the edifying spectacle of perfect harmony ex- | 
isting in the midst of the greatest diversities of 
eonditions. Jesus was true God and sovereign 
Lord of all ereation; Mary, His true Mother, 
was the Queen of angels and men: and, not- 
withstanding, both Jesus and Mary were subject 
to Joseph. From Jesus, the source of every 
good, Joseph had received all the abundance of 
grace that he possessed, and he had received 
it precisely through Mary, the Mediatrix of 
the human race; and yet both Jesus and Mary 
were dependent upon the orders and disposi- 
tions of St. Joseph in their regard. 

In fact, St. Joseph's office was to be Almighty 


1 Office of the “Mandatum” on Maunday Thursday. 
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God's earthly representative and, as it were, 
His agent in the Holy Family. To him were 
imparted in a direct way the divine orders, 
. which he in turn communicated to Mary and 
Jesus. To St. Joseph pertained the manage- 
ment of all the temporal affairs of the little 
household. He decided what was to be done, 
and determined the course to be followed. 

Thus did the King and Queen of Heaven sub- 
mit themselves freely to every disposition of 
St. Joseph. Jesus and Mary were indeed su- 
perior to him in dignity and grace, Jesus being 
God and Mary the Mother of God, and there- 
fore neither were bound in strict duty to obey 
the command of the holy Patriarch. Neverthe- 
less, both conformed their wills to his, faith- 
fully acquiescing in his every wish and dis- 
position. 

Admire, O Christian soul, on the one hand 
the profound humility of the God Man and of 
His Mother, and on the other, the unspeakable 
dignity of St. Joseph. 

* * = 

Holy Scripture is silent regarding the pre- 
cise number of years spent by St. Joseph in 
the little House at Nazareth in the company 
of Jesus and Mary. But whatever that number 
of years may have been, we may well say that 
innumerable were the graces which this holy 
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eompanionship brought to the soul of the saintly 
Patriarch. Disposed as he was to love God 
ever more and more, and seeking, as it were 
instinetively, the things that belonged to divine 
service and worship, St. Joseph could not but 
derive fresh advantages from his intimate and 
continual contact with the Word Made Flesh. 

The nearer one draws to a fountain, the 
more abundantly may he derive water from it. 
In St. Joseph’s case this was particularly true; 
for Jesus loved him more than any other crea- 
ture after Mary, His Mother, and the love of 
Jesus is the channel through which all graces 
come to us. Mary, too, loved St. Joseph more 
than any other person, after her Son Jesus; 
and, so, in her prayers the first object she ever 
recommended to the Heavenly Father was her 
virginal spouse; and who can realize the power 
of Mary’s prayer over the Heart of God? 

On the other hand, it is a fact that the con- 
versation and example of holy people have a 
special efficacy in attracting us to virtue and 
piety. What incentive, then, must the examples 
of virtue and sanctity given to St. Joseph by 
his foster Son Jesus and his beloved spouse 
Mary have been for his advancement in virtue! 
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EXAMPLE 


DEVOTION OF THE PEOPLE OF BOLOGNA TO THE MOST 
CHASTE SPOUSE OF MARY 


A true and sincere devotion to the Mother of 
God usually leads the soul to foster a tender 
devotion also to her holy spouse St. Joseph. 
This is partieularly shown in the case of the 
people of Bologna, who, given as they were from 
very ancient times to the services of the Blessed 
Virgin, distinguished themselves among other 
peoples of Italy by their zeal in promoting the 
honor of the foster-father of Jesus, the glorious 
St. Joseph. 

As far back as the first half of the twelfth 
century, that is to say, when devotion to the 
holy Patriarch was still in its infancy in the 
West, there was, as Pope Benedict XIV tells us, 
a parish church at Bologna dedieated to St. Jo- 
seph. This church was given over to the Order 
of the Servants of Mary in the year 1305. 

Hardly had these Religious come into posses- 
sion of this church, than they set themselves to 
promote devotion to the holy spouse of Mary. 
Not only had they at heart the continuance of 
the practises of devotion established there many 
years previously in his honor, but they also 
strove with indefatigable zeal to honor him by 
extolling his virtues from the pulpit and cele- 
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brating his feast with special splendor. It is 
further assured that in this church precisely 
St. Bernardine of Siena delivered that famous 
sermon in St. Joseph's honor which is often 
quoted as the most remarkable piece of Jo- 
sephine literature of that epoch. 

The servants of Mary had the care of this 
church until the time of Pope St. Pius V, when 
this Pontiff ordered the nuns of St. Dominic to 
move from their convent situated outside the 
eity gates, to this Servite monastery, giving 
the Servants of Mary instead the convent and 
church of the Dominiean nuns. Such, however, 
was the devotion of the Servants of Mary to 
St. Joseph, that they asked and obtained per- 
mission from the Pope to transfer the title of 
St. Joseph to their new church. "This conces- 
sion enabled them to continue those exercises 
of devotion which they had been accustomed 
to practise in their former church in honor of 
the holy Patriarch. 

Every year on the 19th of March, the feast 
of our glorious Saint was solemnized with great 
splendor in this Sanctuary, which is now found 
within the city walls. On the afternoon of the 
same day a civil festival usually took place, con- 
sisting of public games and illuminations. From 
this we may infer what prominence the feast of 
the Saint was given in Bologna, since such pro- 
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ceedings were wont to take place only on oc- 
casions of great solemnity. 

We may further note how deeply rooted the 
devotion of St. Joseph was in the hearts of 
the people of that city, from the fact that they 
used to invoke him publicly in the Litany of 
the Saints. In this they anticipated the decree 
of Pope Benedict XIII, who first extended this 
practise to the Universal Church. 

Furthermore, in an Office, the origin of 
which may be ascribed to the fifteenth century, 
the following beautiful invocation to St. Joseph 
was wont to be read by the members of a 
confraternity of laymen likewise in Bologna: 
“O happy Guardian and Spouse of the Queen 
of virgins: to whom was entrusted the care of 
Jesus, the Lord of all creation; thou who reign- 
est in the blissful company of the Saints, cease 
not to intercede for us to the Father of lights, 
that we may forever enjoy eternal light." 

In the course of time, the people of Bologna 
were most zealous in propagating this touching 
devotion to the holy Patriarch, endeavoring to 
make it more widespread by erecting numerous 
churches and establishing oratories with their 
respective confraternities in his honor. Al- 
though other cities in Italy, as elsewhere, claim 
to have acknowledged as their Patron the glori- 
ous Patriarch, it may be said that the city of 
St. Petronio, for so Bologna is called, may justly 
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be proud of having the first place among all the 
cities of the West in the practise of this 
wholesome devotion.? 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, as it was for thee a 
source of consolation to live intimately with 
Jesus and Mary at Nazareth, so also great were 
the treasures of grace brought to thy soul by 
this close association. Grant, I beseech thee, 
that I may always endeavor to be an occasion 
of good example to my neighbor, never failing, 
as far as I may, to imitate the good I find in 
others, in order that the grace of Jesus may 
continually increase in my soul. Amen. 


* GIOVANNI CRISOSTOMO TROMBXELLI, Eafe and Devotion ef Bt. 
Joseph, Bologna. 1767, P. II, p. 241, and foll 


Twenty-sixth Day 
ST. JOSEPH IN THE WORKSHOP AT N AZARBTH 


“Is wot this (Jesus) the carpenter’s sonf” 
"Is nob this the carpenter, the Son of Mary?" 
(Marr. xir, 5; Mang, v1, 3.) 


OLY SCRIPTURE tells us that the chaste 
spouse of Mary, as also the Incarnate 
Word, devoted their time at Nazareth to the 
exercise of a profession which indeed does not 
rank among the liberal arts, but among servile 
trades; such being the work of a carpenter, in 
which manual rather than mental skill is re- 
quired. Now,it was not without a special dispo- 
sition of Divine Providence that both J oseph 
and his foster Son spent their days in such a 
lowly occupation. 

The first object God had in view in so order- 
ing was, by this means, to set an example and 
give encouragement to the poor and the working 
classes. It was principally for the poor, who 
compose the greater part of mankind, that Jesus 
Christ came upon. earth, according to these 
words: “‘The spirit of the Lord is upon Me: 
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wherefore He hath anointed Me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor.’’? 

God, then, had ordained that the holy Patri- 
arch St. Joseph should be engaged in a kind of 
work common to the poor people, that so Jesus 
Christ Himself might ennoble it by inheriting 
it from His earthly father and freely embracing 
the same. Thus does our blessed Lord teach us 
that for the humbler class of workmen He has 
in reserve His choicest graces, provided, how- 
ever, they live content in the place and degree 
assigned them here below. ‘‘Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven." ? 

Furthermore, Our Lord eame down from 
heaven to give us an example of that virtue 
which is most pleasing to Him; namely, holy 
humility. Accordingly, He chose for His earthly 
surroundings not the courts of princes nor the 
halls of the learned, but a little unknown work- 
shop at Nazareth. 'This lowly workshop was 
for many years the witness of the humble and 
hidden toiling of the God-Man. Were those holy 
walls able to speak, what wonderful acts of the 
deepest humility would they disclose to us as 
practised within them by Jesus and His foster- 
father! 

The life of a laborer, provided it be in con- 
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formity with the dictates of faith, is not less dig- 
nified nor less suited to prayer and contempla- 
tion than any other sort of life. In fact, whilst 
the hands are occupied with manual work, the 
mind can easily turn to God and commune with 
Him, and the heart can beg of Him the graces 
of which it stands in need. Thus it was that 
Jesus, while engaged in the company of Joseph 
in manual labor, never ceased to recommend the 
welfare of the world to His Eternal Father. At 
the same time He instructed His foster-father 
in the mysteries of virtue and grace, raising 
him to the highest degree of contemplation. 
* E * 

The kind of work to which St. Joseph devoted 
his time in the workshop at Nazareth offered 
him frequent occasions of developing in himself 
the spirit of humility and union with God, ac- 
cording to the example and instructions he there 
received from his foster Son, who was at the 
same time his Divine Master. Meanwhile, the 
carpenter's avocation afforded him special mo- 
tives for spiritual joy, which joy, however, was 
mingled with a sense of keen sorrow. 

For while engaged in fashioning the various 
specimens of his trade, the holy Patriarch was 
ever being reminded of the greatness and 
majesty of God, who, as a most wise Architect, 
formed this vast universe with wonderful skill 
and incomprehensible power and repaired the 
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damage caused by sin with a benevolence equal 
to His greatness. 

On the other hand, the very material on which 
St. Joseph worked was continually for him a 
fresh source of sorrow. In fact, the rough wood 
which he handled kept ever present before his 
mind the thought of that tree that was even 
then growing somewhere on the mountains of 
Judea, and which was soon to be felled to af- 
ford the Son of Man a bed, alas! hard and pain- 
ful from which He would make good at the 
price of His blood the evils caused by the misuse 
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
planted in the midst of Paradise: ‘‘ By the wood 
we were made whole, and by the Holy Cross 
we are freed: the fruit of the tree seduced us, 
the Son of God has redeemed us.’’® 


* * * 


The labors of St. Joseph in the workshop at 
Nazareth, besides furnishing him with fresh mo- 
tives of admiration for the Creator of the world, 
and of heartfelt compassion for the future suf- 
ferings of the God-Man, had also the effect of 
strengthening his faith and making him grow 
in the practise of this all-important virtue which 
is justly called the root and foundation of our 
justifieation. Faith consists in a firm adherence 
of our mind to revealed truth, for which purpose 


3 Second. anti kon of the third Nocturn for the feast of tho Nr- 
altation of the y Crosa 
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God never fails to supply us with sufficient mo- 
lives in order to induce us to steadfastly be- 
leve His word. 

Now, the mystery of the Inearnation had been 
revealed to St. Joseph, who firmly believed that 
the saintly Youth working beside him was truly 
God. On the other hand, the wisdom which he 
. saw his foster Son display in His speech, while 
He had not frequented any school but had only 
attended to the duties of His trade, was for 
the holy Patriarch, as it also should have been 
for his fellow citizens, sufficient evidence of the 
divine origin of His science. He believed, then, 
firmly in the divinity of that young Man who 
called him by the endearing title of father. The 
light of divine faith that ever illumined his 
mind, did not grow faint as he saw Jesus en- 
gaged in so lowly and humble an occupation ag 
that of a carpenter. 


EXAMPLE 
THE SANCTUARY OF ‘‘ST, JOSEPH OF GOOD HOPR’’ 


At a short distance from the celebrated Sanc- 
tuary of the Blessed Virgin of Le Puy in France, 
is a no less famous shrine known by the name 
‘of ‘‘St. Joseph of Good Hope." Its origin was 
as humble and unpretentious as its subsequent 
development was rapid and glorious. 
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In a small village named Espaly, which had 
been built among the ruins of an ancient castle 
of the same name, in France, there lived to- 
ward the middle of the last century two pious 
women linked together by holy friendship. They 
were poor, indeed, in the goods of this world, 
but rich in those of heaven. One of these, named 
Séjalon, dwelt by herself in one of the numerous 
grottoes formed among the ruins of the dilap- 
idated castle. The other, Anne Mary Buffet, 
likewise an humble peasant woman, also worked 
out a scanty livelihood by manual labor. 

It happened that one day, Anne Mary Buffet 
having accidentally come across a little picture 
of St. Joseph along the road to Puy, picked it 
up and inserted it in her prayer-book. She 
then chanced to meet her friend and showed 
her the picture; whereupon, both being moved 
by a sentiment of veneration for the glorious 
Patriarch, they decided to place the picture in 
one of the niches formed by the rock among the 
ruins of the above-mentioned castle. There they 
would meet morning and evening and pour forth 
prayers in honor of St. Joseph. 

At first they brought with them some of the 
little girls of the village to pray before the pic- 
ture ; these were soon followed by their mothers. 
After some time they substituted for the picture 
a small statue of the Saint, which they placed 
upon an altar, and decorated it as best they 
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could. These were the humble beginnings of 
what was soon to become a celebrated Sanc- 
tuary. 

In a short time the piety of these good wom- 
en was amply rewarded, for the holy Patriarch 
soon answered the prayers of his devout clients, 
enriching them with graces and favors. The 
modest grotto was soon transformed into a de- 
vout oratory, and a number of votive lamps 
were hung there by the faithful in token of grati- 
tude. 

In the course of time one of the two devout 
women lent her services as guardian of the little 
Sanctuary. However, not content with that, she 
gave up her small chamber for the service of 
the Sanctuary, which later became a center of 
numerous works of piety and beneficence, to the 
spiritual and also temporal advantage of the 
inhabitants of the village. 

For the convenience of the numerous pilgrims 
who daily journeyed there even from distant 
regions, it was found necessary to erect a church 
where divine service might be held and the pil- 
grims might approach the sacraments. Finally, 
a gigantic statue of St. Joseph was erected on 
the summit of the mountain near by, before 
an immense assemblage of devout faithful, and 
solemnly blessed on April 11, 1910. This was 
meant to be a special sign of love on the part 
of the clients of St. Joseph who had contributed 


218 TWENTY-SIXTH DAY 


to the erection of the monument. It was also 
a lasting token of the powerful intercession of 
him whom the Church honors as Head of the 
Holy Family. 

God, whose marvelous works often have but 
humble beginnings, had designed thus to re- 
ward the piety of those two lowly women, at the 
game time opening for many a treasure of grace 
in the now celebrated Sanctuary of ‘‘St Joseph 
of Good Hope.’’ * 


PRAYER 


. O glorious St. Joseph, by virtue of those im- 

mense merits which thou didst acquire in the 
humble workshop at Nazareth, obtain for me, 
I implore thee, the grace ever to be content with 
the position, however lowly, in which it may 
please Divine Providence that I should abide. 
Grant me also never ‘‘to be ashamed of the 
Gospel,’’* and not to waver in my faith, re- 
gardless of the calumnies which may be directed 
against it by unbelievers. Amen. 


«See “Le petit missionaire de Saint Joseph et de la famille de 
Nerea p peonthly publication. Le Puy-en-Velay, France, 1911. 
EOM. 9 . 


Twenty-seventh Day 
THE HAPPY DEATH OF ST. JOSEPH 


"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord: 
from henceforth now, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labors, for their works 
follow them.’’ (Aroc. xiv, 13.) 


E MAY well believe that St. Joseph was 

not once in his life guilty of the least 
actual sin. Nevertheless, he was not exempt 
from the miseries and sufferings inherent in our 
fallen nature and which are the penalty of the 
sin of our first parents. Hence he experienced, 
like all other men, hunger and thirst, weari- 
ness, the inconveniences of heat and cold, and 
other such trials common to all mankind. He 
was also subject, as we ourselves are, to the 
infirmities of the body which weaken it, and 
sooner or later lead us to death. Therefore, 
after having spent several years at Nazareth 
with Jesus and Mary, the saintly Patriarch was 
seized with a mortal sickness, and being lovingly 
attended by his holy spouse and his foster 
Son, he peacefully breathed forth his soul into 
the hands of his Lord and Creator. 
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A death more calm and peaceful than that of 
the glorious Patriarch St. Joseph cannot be 
imagined. Ecclesiastical writers term it rather 
a passing away or transitus, which word is also 
used with reference to our blessed Lady's death. 
For many years St. Joseph had devoted his life 
to the care of Jesus and Mary. He had loved 
them with a most genuine love and served them 
with total self-forgetfulness. He had procured 
them all the necessaries of life by untiring labor 
and solicitous forethought. He had consoled 
them in sorrow and protected them at the cost 
of his life from the perils put in their path by 
the devil and by men. And now that he was 
breathing forth his soul, could it be that Jesus 
and Mary would abandon him? 

Certainly not. On the contrary, they stood 
by him in his last moments, lovingly and atten- 
tively lending him whatever assistance was 
needed, consoling him with kind and comforting 
words and listening with complacency to the ex- 
pressions of intense love for God that were issu- 
ing from his lips. Finally, they offered their 
merits together with the sufferings of the 
saintly Patriarch before the throne of the Di- 
vine Majesty. 

A saint whose life was wholly inflamed with 
divine love could not but die of love. True, the 
many occupations of the present life had pre- 
vented him from loving his foster Son Jesus 
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with that continuous intensity he would have de- 
sired. But now that his labors were at an end 
and he could foresee the day when he would un- 
ceasingly love God in the beatific vision, noth- 
ing remained for him but to say to the Eternal 
Father: ‘‘I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest me to do," ! and to the Son: ‘‘As Thy 
heavenly Father gave Thy body into my hands 
on the day on which Thou camest into this 
world, so I, on this day of my departure from 
this world, do commit my spirit into Thine own 
divine hands." ? . 

Though we do not exactly know the time at 
which the holy Patriarch left this world, we 
may, however, from a close study of the Sacred 
Text, deduce that he died some time before the 
passion of our divine Saviour. 

His mission was then accomplished. He had 
been entrusted with the care of assisting the 
Messias in His youth and of bearing Him com- 
pany in His hidden life. He had followed, at 
least for some time, the labors and fatigues of 
the Redeemer during His public life. We may 
believe that God, in His love for the foster- 
father of His Son, wished to spare him the 
painful sight of the passion and death of Jesus. 

God, then, had decreed that for over thirty 


2 JOHN, XVII, 
2 St, FRANCIS s SALES. Treatise on the Love of God. Book VII. 
Chap. XIII. 
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years St. Joseph should enjoy the company of 
Jesus and Mary, in order that he might perfect 
himself in virtue according to their image and 
resemblance. And when He found the holy 
Patriarch sufficiently advanced in grace and 
holiness, He rewarded him with a well-deserved 
repose. Indeed, God has appointed for each of 
His elect a fixed time of trial and sorrow as well 
as a certain measure of merit to be filled by 
them, and death does not come until both are 
complete. 

It is commonly believed that St. Joseph died 
in Jerusalem, whither he had journeyed with 
Jesus and Mary to adore the Lord in the 
Temple, as was his custom, on the occasion of 
the Paschal feast. God had thus decreed that 
the sacred remains of the holy Patriarch should 
be interred near those of his forefathers in 
the valley of Josaphat, a privilege greatly ap- 
preciated by the Hebrews. This could not have 
taken place had St. Joseph died at Nazareth, 
for the means of the Holy Family, as we may 
well believe, were too scanty to permit trans- 
porting the holy Patriarch’s body from Galilee 
to Jerusalem. 

These considerations should move us to thank 
and praise our Heavenly Father for the infinite 
bounty and wisdom with which He disposes 
everything for the good of His children. 

* * * 
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God, whose mercy is infinite and who always 
amply rewards what we do for Him, was not 
content to recompense St. Joseph's fidelity in 
His service by granting him the grace of a 
happy death in the arms of Jesus and Mary. 
He willed furthermore that the holy Patriarch's 
body should not remain long in the sepulcher, 
but that it should soon rise to everlasting life. 
We read in St. Matthew that on the morning 
of the Pasch there rose with Jesus ‘‘many 
bodies of the saints that had slept.^* Now, we 
may hold with moral certainty that among these 
was also the body of the foster-father of Jesus. 
He rose, not to die again, but to follow Christ 
triumphantly to heaven on the day of His glori- 
ous ascension. 

St. Joseph merited this singular favor by his 
unwavering fidelity in assisting and at all times 
protecting Jesus and Mary. It was also a just 
recompense for the special care by which he ever 
preserved his body and soul free from even the 
slightest taint of impurity. Wherefore, as it is 
said of the ancient Joseph that **his bones were 
visited, and after death they prophesied,’’ 4 
that is, were transferred religiously from Egypt 
into the land of Chanaan, according as he had 
predicted, we may well hold that the body of 
St. Joseph, of whom the ancient Joseph was but 


3 Chap., XXVII; 52, 53. 
* ECCLUS., XLIX, 18. 
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a figure, was restored to life through Christ's 
power, to be transferred to heaven, impassible, 
immortal, subtile and glorious on the day of 
Christ's ascension, there to reign with Him 
eternally. 


EXAMPLE 
ST. JOSEPH PROTECTOR OF THE DYING 


One of the greatest saints raised up by God 
in these latter times to honor the Church and 
edify the faithful is without a doubt St. Al- 
phonsus Liguori. Not only did this holy Doc- 
tor strive with indefatigable zeal to propagate 
devotion to the Blessed Mother of God, but he 
also endeavored to inculcate in others a strong 
feeling of confidence in the patronage of the 
foster-father of Jesus. In this respect he says, 
among other things, that the whole world 
acknowledges St. Joseph as the advocate of the 
dying, and this for three reasons: first, because 
being loved by Jesus not only as a friend but 
as a father, he possesses in heaven a power of 
intercession greater than that of other saints; 
secondly, because he has special power over 
the demons who attack us on our death-bed, 
this privilege having been given him in recom- 
pense for the fact that he preserved the life of 
Jesus from the impious designs of Herod; 
thirdly, because of the assistance rendered him 


DEATH OF ST. JOSEPH 225 


by Jesus and Mary at the hour of his death. 
For these reasons, concludes the holy Doctor, 
St. Joseph has received the privilege of obtain- 
ing for his devout clients the inestimable grace 
of a holy and peaceful death in the sight of the 
Lord. Henee, we should not wonder if he al- 
ways obtains the grace of a happy death for 
his devoted clients, provided they ask for it 
with confidence and perseverance. 

There lived once in Venice a knight who was 
particularly devout to St. Joseph. Out of love 
for the holy Patriarch he was in the habit of 
giving generous alms, of frequently visiting the 
Saint’s churches, and of decorating his altars. 
In short, he would lose no opportunity of show- 
ing forth his affection and reverence for his 
glorious patron. | 

One day he was taken seriously ill and was 
in great danger of dying. Unfortunately, be- 
ing overmuch attached to life instead of pro- 
viding for the welfare of his soul, he seemed 
to think of nothing but the recovery of his 
bodily health. The illness, however, grew 
worse, to the point that death now was immi- 
nent. Yet he expressed no wish of going to 
confession, and, what is worse, his friends and 
relatives, fearing lest they might frighten him, 
would not advise him of the danger in which he 
lay. Thus it is that earthly friendship often 
proves real cruelty. 
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However, what this knight’s relatives and 
worldly friends would not do, the merciful St. 
Joseph himself did. He appeared to the dying 
man in a dream, informed him of his serious 
condition, and bade him receive the holy sacra- 
ments as soon as possible. The poor sick man 
followed the advice of his heavenly advocate, 
and received the last rites of the Church with 
deep sorrow and many tears. Shortly after- 
ward he surrendered his spirit to Almighty 
God through the hands of his advocate St. Jo- 
seph. In such a manner does a true devotion 
to the holy Patriarch often obtain for the dying 
the grace of final repentance and persever- 
ance.” 


» PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, what an enviable lot 
was thine, to have been deemed worthy to ex- 
pire in the very arms of Jesus and Mary, and 
shortly after thy death to have risen with 
Christ. Assist me, I implore thee, in my last 
agony, with thy presence, 80 that I may de- 
gerve to reign with thee forever in heaven with 
soul and body. Amen. 


*IgimpoBus Dm IsoLANIS, Summa de donis 8. Joseph, p. 291. 
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Twenty-eighth Day 


TH EXCEEDING GREAT GLORY OF ST. JOSEPH 
| | 1N HEAVEN 


“For the fruit df good labors is glorious, une 
the root id wisdom never faleth.” 
( Wis., 10, 15.) 


AITH teaches that the reward promised by 
God to those who serve Him faithfully is 

in proportion to the merits acquired upon earth. 
If, then, we would know what degree of glory 
was awarded to St. Joseph on his entering into 
heaven, we must first endeavor to form an esti- 
mate of the merits he acquired during his 
mortallife. Now, that these merits were great 
indeed, is easily pereeived when we consider 
the importance of the offices with which Al- 
mighty God entrusted him, and especially when 
we recall the fervor with which he performed 

each and every one. | 

' True, the evangelists relate only a few of the 
good deeds accomplished by St. Joseph, but 
these are of such importanee and suppose so 
many conditions, that they are sufficient to give 


an idea, inadequate though it be, of the great- 
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ness of his merits. In fact, what can be im- 
agined more grand, sublime or meritorious than 
to have had the office of guardian of the God- 
Man Himself and the care of defending Him 
against the enemies of His life, actually pro- 
tecting Him in the midst of the many dangers 
which surrounded Him? Again, what sacrifices, 
what privations of every kind, what fears, what 
anxieties the fulfilling of such a mission actually 
entailed! It is not too much to say that the 
Redemption through the sacrifice of the cross 
became a possibility owing to the faithfulness 
of St. Joseph in guarding our divine Lord and 
preserving His life from the fury of Herod. 
Thus did St. Joseph eoóperate in the working 
of the great mystery of our salvation, and, 
accordingly, he may be said to have shared, in 
a certain sense, the merits of the Redeemer of 
the world. 

The merits of St. Joseph should not be meas- 
ured only by the greatness and importance of 
his works but, as has been said, we should 
principally take into account the fervor with 
which he entered upon and brought his duties 
to completion. The heart of the holy Patri- 
arch was a blazing furnace ever aglow with an 
ardent love of Jesus, for whom he would have 
willingly suffered a thousand times as much, 
had the divine will so ordained. Again, the 
fact that the sacred Person of Jesus was the 
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direct object of St. Joseph's care contributed 
to augment his merits. If works of mercy done 
by us are worthy of supernatural reward in so 
far as we perform them for the love of Jesus 
mystically present in our neighbor, how much 
more precious in the eyes of God must have 
been the works of the holy Patriarch, the im- 
mediate object of whose charity being Jesus 
Himself, the source of all charity! 

We praise and bless thee, O great St. Joseph, 
for the many merits thou didst acquire in life, 
fulfilling in all things the holy will of God. Oh, 
would that I also might conform myself entirely 
to the dispositions of this most just, high and 
lovable will, to the end that I might be worthy 
to enjoy eternal happiness with thee in heaven! 

* * + 

There was great rejoicing in the court of 
heaven when the Divine Saviour forty days 
after His resurrection, ascended triumphantly 
into heaven, bringing with Him, as trophies of 
His victory, the souls of the just, liberated 
from Limbo, together with those saints who had 
risen with Him from the sepulcher on Easter 
morning. Foremost among these was St. Jo- 
seph, who, standing at the right hand of Jesus, 
was led by Him to occupy a place which, with 
the sole exception of that destined for his most 
holy spouse, was the highest in heaven. 

Oh, what a grand reception was made for the 
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holy Patriarch by the angelic choirs, and how 
the happy multitude of the saints who entered 
with him into paradise joined in the general 
exultation! How they rejoiced in beholding 
the foster-father of Jesus raised to so high‘a 
degree of glory, and how they were over- 
whelmed with pleasure on knowing that as St. 
Joseph was joined on earth to Mary by the 
close bonds of holy marriage, so now he was to 
occupy a magnificent throne in heaven beside 
that prepared for his beloved spouse! 

Supremely happy in the vision of the Divine 
Essence, and happy, likewise, in contemplating 
the first fruits of the Redemption, St. Joseph 
saw his every desire satisfied, and he could 
now rest in the full possession of his joy. This 
joy as an infinite abyss totally enveloped and 
invested him, according to the words of St. 
Paul: ‘‘Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither hath it entered into the heart of man, 
what things God hath prepared for them that 
love Him.’’? | 
' ; l »* * * 

Among the special motives for the joy that 
St. Joseph now has in heaven must be men- 
tioned, in the first place, the recollection of the 
sorrow which he patiently bore in his earthly 
life for the love of Jesus. The holy Patriarch 
cannot be called a martyr in the Binet sense =o 


31 CoR., 11, 9. 


GLORY OF ST. JOSEPH $31 


the word, since he did not actually suffer death 
for Christ. Notwithstanding, he was a martyr 
in the mystical sense of the word, on account of 
the great anxieties he patiently endured for the 
sake of Jesus and Mary. 

. The thought, too, of having contributed to 
ihe propagation of the Faith both by sedulously 
guarding Jesus ‘‘the Apostle and High Priest 
of our .confession,’’? and by manifesting in 
some way His divinity to the shepherds, to 
the Magi, to the Egyptians and to his own 
countrymen, is for him now in heaven a source 
of special consolation. 

Another secondary cause of happiness for 
St. Joseph in the celestial court is the fact of 
his perpetual virginity, which he had promised 
to God by vow and which he most carefully 
observed throughout his whole life. Indeed, if 
there be a saint in heaven to whom is due 
the aureola of virgins, it is certainly St. Jo- 
seph, who, erowned by Jesus Himself, now pre- 
Sides over that happy band of holy souls which 
have despised the pleasures of sense and led 
an angelic life in the frailty of the flesh, **fol- 
lowing the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.’’® 


3 Hppe., III, 1. 
* APOC., XIV, 4. 
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EXAMPLE 


ST. MARGARET OF CORTONA AND BLESSED MARGABET 
OF CITTÀ DI CASTELLO 


Some people are inelined to think that past 
transgressions are of themselves an impediment 
to sanctity. This, however, is a mistake, as 
the only impediment to perfection is the pres- 
ent bad disposition of our will. Past sins, how- 
ever grievous they may be, when we once have 
obtained forgiveness of them through sincere 
penance, do not hinder the soul from reaching 
a high standard of holiness, as is shown by 
the example of St. Margaret of Cortona. 

This Saint, notwithstanding her previous 
offenses, reached so high a degree of perfection 
that she was honored by Jesus Christ Him- 
self with the glorious title of His most dear 
daughter and the beloved spouse of His sacred 
Heart. Now, as she herself testified, she owed 
it to the efficacious intercession of the great 
Patriarch St. Joseph that she obtained the 
grace of a perfect conversion to God. Jesus 
Himself, who prizes most highly every sign of 
honor shown to His foster-father, spoke once 
to St. Margaret in these terms: ‘‘I wish, O 
Margaret, to make known to thee how greatly 
the devotion thou hast to My foster-father 
pleases me; but I desire that every day thou 


GLORY OF ST. JOSEPH 233 


wouldst render him whatever tribute of praise 
and honor thou canst, as he is most dear to 
My Heart.’’ * 

Another Margaret may well be proposed to 
us as an example of true devotion to St. Joseph. 
This is the Blessed Margaret of Città di Ca- 
stello, of the Dominican Order. This servant 
of God was enriched with many graces precisely 
for being particularly devoted to St. Joseph 
and for having placed herself under his special 
protection. 

She was born blind, but the Author of light 
endowed her with heavenly wisdom, which is 
hidden from the proud, but is copiously 
granted to the humble of heart. The divine 
Infant, out of special love for her, took His 
abode in her heart. There He kept His beloved 
servant in continual prayer and holy con- 
templation of the mysteries of His own life and 
of that of His blessed Mother and foster- 
father. Being well aware of the secret treasure 
she bore in her heart, Margaret used to say to 
those about her: ‘‘Oh, if you but knew what I 
experience in my soul, you would indeed won- 
der exceedingly.’’ 

It was only after her death that her sisters 
understood what she really meant by these last 
words. Her breast then being laid open, three 
precious stones were found embedded in her 
| * Vita dé 8. Margherita da Cortona, e BOLLAND, 22 Febr, 
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heart. On the first of these was impressed the 
image of Jesus, on the second that of Mary, 
and on the third that of St. Joseph together 
with the likeness of the Saint herself on bended 
knee before the holy Patriarch. This is a con- 
elusive proof of the innumerable graces with 
which Blessed Margaret was abundantly re- 
warded in life and death, for having chosen 
as her advocate the glorious Patriarch St. Jo- 
seph.’ f 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, I venerate thee reign- 
ing now above all the choirs of heaven, and I 
humbly beg thee to obtain of thy Son for me 
the grace to overcome the world, the flesh, and 
the devil, to suffer patiently the many afilic- 
tions of this life, to preserve intact in my heart 
the sacred deposit of faith, and to trample under 
foot all sensual pleasures, in order that I may 
be worthy of being admitted to the table of the 
Lamb of God. Amen. 


5 BALING., Cal, 13 April, Panna, in Vita. 


Twenty-ninth Day 
DEVOTION OF HOLY CHURCH TO ST. JOSEPH 


“What ought to be done to the man whom 
the kmg as Ges ous to honor?" 
(ESTHER, VI, 6.) 


um law of nature has it that we should 
show special deference to persons placed 
in a position of dignity, in so far as they bear, 
in a certain sense, a reflection of God's su- 
preme dominion over the world. Absolutely 
speaking, Almighty God could very well gov- 
ern all things directly by Himself; neverthe- 
less, He chooses to make use of certain indi- 
viduals as His instruments, to whom He in 
consequence communicates a portion of His 
own excellence and dignity. Now, it is pre- 
cisely this excellence and dignity that moves 
us to honor and revere in an especial manner 
persons placed in exalted positions, as, for in- 
stance, rulers or magistrates in civil society. 
-. But if it is just that we should honor for 
God’s sake such as are vested with authority 
and possess some excellent quality in the order 


of mature; much more so is it od S da that 
^|... 205 
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we should show a like honor to those saints 
who have consecrated their entire lives in hon- 
oring, praising, and serving Him, and by so 
doing have reproduced in themselves the di- 
vine perfections in a more excellent manner. 
For this reason Holy Church has ever held it 
a just and praiseworthy practise to honor and 
revere the saints and to show them a special 
devotion both interior and exterior. That is 
to say, not only should this devotion be fostered 
in our hearts, but we should also bear testi- 
mony of our internal sentiments of reverence 
toward the saints by words or actions done in 
their honor. 

If we now pause to consider the remarkable 
sanctity with which the glorious Patriarch St. 
Joseph was adorned in life, as well as his un- 
speakable glory in heaven, there can be no 
doubt as to the legitimacy of the widespread 
devotion shown him by the faithful throughout 
the entire world. This devotion, moreover, 
may be said to have a ground of authority in 
the Sacred Book, for we see that the Evan- 
gelists St. Luke and St. Matthew were not con- 
tent with merely mentioning frequently his 
saintly name, but they also took special care to 
eouple it with the most holy name of Mary. 
This was as much as to show that as the holy 


Patriarch was the inseparable companion and: 


faithful guardian of Mary in life and the fos- 
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ter-father of Jesus, true Son of Mary, so also 
it is but right that he should partake of the 
honor and devotion shown by men to Jesus and 
Mary. 

But there is à still more convincing proof 
of the devotion due to St. Joseph, in the very 
manner of action pursued by Jesus and Mary 
toward him. 'The Son of God made Man and 
His blessed Mother were not content with 
honoring the holy Patriarch by interior acts 
of reverence. They also wished to show their 
respect toward him by exterior signs, acknowl- 
edging him to be the representative of God’s 
will in the Holy Family and exactly submitting 
to all his orders and dispositions. It is, then, 
but just that we also should honor with special 
devotion that privileged just man upon whom 
Jesus and Mary were so lavish with testi- 
monials of reverence and esteem. 

* * * 

The great dignity with which it pleased God 
to adorn St. Joseph makes him worthy of a 
special devotion on our part. This devotion is 
of a lower degree than that shown to the Mother 
of God, yet it is greater than that by which 
we honor all other saints in heaven. 

However, it was not the will of God that the 
exterior manifestation of this devotion to the 
glorious Patriarch should spread at once 
throughout the Church. Hence we see that the 
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faithful were content for many centuries to 
venerate him only implicitly in those mysteries 
in which he had a share together with Jesus 
and Mary, such as the mysteries of the Incar- 
nation, Circumcision, Adoration of the Magi, 
Presentation of Jesus in the Temple and Flight 
into Egypt. It was only in course of time that 
a special external devotion was paid to the holy 
Patriarch. But once this devotion was started, 
it spread so wonderfully, that it soon became 
universal both in the Religious Orders and in 
the Catholic Church at large. 

It was decreed in the designs of Providence 
that faith in the mystery of the Incarnation 
should first be firmly implanted in Christian 
hearts before external devotion to St. Joseph 
should spread in the Church. There could then 
be no danger, on the part of the faithful, of be- 
lieving that Jesus was the Son of St. Joseph by 
nature. Once the mystery of the virginal birth 
of Our Saviour was made known universally as 
a dogma of faith, the devotion to the holy Patri- 
arch became a familiar practise Nau ihe mur 
ful  . 

' Let us learn from these wise disponon of 
Providence to place all our trust in God, who 
‘‘has ordered all things in need number 
and Weight. s 


? WISDOM, XI, 21. 
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has spread of late and is even daily assuming 
greater proportions in the Church is truly a 
eause for wonder. Indeed, it would seem that 
by inspiring among the faithful an ever-increas- 
ing devotion to the holy Patriarch, Almighty 
God wished to recompense him for the humble 
and hidden life which he spent at Nazareth in 
the company of Jesus and Mary during well- 
nigh thirty years. Thus, it is written: ‘“‘ Every 
one that exalteth himself shall be humbled, 
and he that humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted.’’ ? 

Now, since it is evidently the will of God 
that the glorious Patriarch St. Joseph should 
be honored and venerated daily more and 
more, every true son of Holy Chureh should 
have it at heart to promote, as far as he pos- 
sibly ean, this wholesome devotion, which not 
only redounds to the greater glory of Jesus 
and Mary, but also opens to Christianity at 
large a copious channel of heavenly graces. 


EXAMPLE 


ST. JOSEPH PATRON OF CANADA 


The sturdy colonists who left the country of 
St. Louis some centuries ago to settle in that 


32 LUKS, xiv, 11. 
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large region in North America now called the 
Dominion of Canada, had it particularly at 
heart to promote in that distant land a true de- 
votion to the glorious Head of the Holy 
Family. 

In fact, in the year 1624, a special solemnity 
was held in the city of Quebec in honor of St. 
Joseph, as a fulfilment of a vow made to him. 
At this festival all the French Colonists and 
many Indians were present, and on this occa- 
sion the holy Patriarch was chosen as first pa- 
tron of the country then called New France.’ 

The devotion of Canadians toward the Saint 
increased continually, to the extent that some 
years later, that is, in 1637, they chose him 
as patron of the whole country, in thanksgiving 
for the many favors which they had received 
from God through his mediation.‘ 

Nor did this beautiful and wholesome de- 
votion diminish among the people of Canada 
as time went on. The following is an instance 
of what we assert. Some years ago, through 
the efforts of a humble Religious, a small ora- 
tory was erected to St. Joseph, halfway up the 
slope of the mountain which rises in the middle 
of the city of Montreal. Later, this oratory 
became a center of pious pilgrimages, and as 


3 Promier Etablissement de la Foy dane la Nouvelle France, par 
le P. CEugsxrTIEN DECLERQ, Paris, 1691. 
‘Le P. LRJERUNE, S. J., Relation de 1687, Ed. Québee, p. T. 
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years went on, these pilgrimages increased in 
such numbers that it was first found necessary 
to build a shelter for the pilgrims. Soon after, 
a resident priest was attached to the chapel, 
that he might provide for the spiritual needs 
of the faithful drawn thither by the hope of re- 
ceiving some favor, either spiritual or tem- 
poral, from the powerful St. Joseph. This 
movement continued increasing to the extent 
that numberless pilgrims now resort daily to 
this holy shrine, as to a place from which fa- 
vors and blessings are poured down from 
Heaven. 

The faithful who daily visit this pious sanc- 
tuary are not disappointed in their hopes, as 
is shown by the many votive offerings hanging 
on the walls of the holy edifice. These bear 
convincing testimony to the innumerable cures 
which take place daily in that hallowed spot.’ 

It is not without reason, therefore, that the 
people of Canada have placed their trust in the 
protection of the glorious Patriarch St. Joseph. 
To him they have recommended both their tem- 
poral interests and the preservation of their 
faith, and to him, no doubt, they are indebted 
for that sincere devotion to the Holy Catholic 
Church of which they are most loyal sons. 


* Letter of Fr. A. Dion, May 28, 1910, in the “Annales de 
Dae de St. Joseph, écho de la Paroisse St. Joseph de 
aris.” 
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PRAYER 


O Lord, Thou who dost exalt the humble of 
heart, [ thank Thee with all the power of my 
soul for having ordained that Thy foster- 
father should be honored by Holy Church in 
such a visible manner. Grant, I beg of Thee, 
that this glorious Saint may ever become more 
venerated among the faithful, that many 
through him may be made partakers of the 
fruits of Redemption. Amen. 


Thirtieth Day 


ST. JOSEPH, PATRON OF THE UNIVERSAL 
CHURCH 


“No man was born upon earth .. . as Joseph, 
who was a man born prince of his brethren, the 
support of his family, the ruler of his brethren, 
the stay of the people.’’ 

(Eccuus., xix, 16, 17.) 


O NARRATIVE in the Old Testament is 

so touching as the story of Joseph, the 

son of Jacob, who after having interpreted the 
dreams of Pharao, was released from imprison- 
ment and raised to the dignity of viceroy of 
Egypt. ‘‘Thou shalt be over my house 
(Pharao said to him), and at the command- 
ment of thy mouth all the people shall obey: 
only in the kingly throne will I be above thee. 
And again Pharao said to Joseph: Behold, I 
have appointed thee over the whole land of 
Egypt. And he took his ring from his own 
hand, and gave it into his (Joseph's) hand: and 
he put upon him a robe of silk, and put a chain 
of gold about his neck. And he made him go 


up into his second chariot, the crier proclaim- 
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ing that all should bow their knee before him, 
and that they should know he was made gov- 
ernor over the whole land of Egypt. And the 
king said again to Joseph: I am Pharao; and 
without thy commandment no man shall move 
hand or foot in all the land of Egypt. And he 
turned his name, and called him in the Egyp- 
tian tongue, The savior of the world."'! 

As the ancient Joseph is a figure of Mary's 
holy spouse, so we may imagine these words 
to have been spoken by Jesus Christ, the King 
of kings, to His foster-father, who, because of 
the charity which burned within him, received 
in heaven, as it were, a robe of glory when Al- 
mighty God appointed him Patron of the Uni- 
versal Church. It was indeed becoming that 
he should have been honored so singularly who 
had been raised to the sublime dignity of spouse 
of the Queen of Heaven, and of foster-father 
of the Word Incarnate. These two persons, 
Jesus and Mary, he sedulously guarded as 
Sacred deposits at the peril of his life. 

It was therefore proper that he should be ap- 
pointed protector and advocate of that Church 
which Jesus Christ has founded with His most 
precious blood, and to which Mary has been 
given as Mother. And the Church, faithfully 
interpreting the divine will and at the same 
time moved by gratitude for the many benefits 


2 GEN., XLI, 40, and following. 
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received from St. Joseph, desires nothing more 
than that the exalted dignity of the holy Pa- 
triarch should be universally acknowledged and 
that all the faithful should proclaim him their 
patron and protector. 

* * * ; 

In proclaiming St. Joseph Patron of the Uni- 
versal Church, the Sovereign Pontiffs seem to 
have wished to implicitly acknowledge the hid- 
den but real influence which the holy Patriarch 
has exercised and still does exercise not only 
over the Church Militant, but also over the souls 
that are suffering in purgatory. It may be 
assumed that St. Joseph, through his powerful 
intercession, hastens the liberation of those 
souls. Furthermore, the patronage of St. Jo- 
seph may be said to extend in some way over 
the saints who reign with Christ in heaven. 
For there is not one who is not in some manner 
indebted to the holy Patriarch for the happy 
attainment of his eternal salvation, since to his 
wonderful guardianship was due the preserva- 
tion of the Redeemer’s life. The angels also 
must in some way acknowledge their depen- 
dence on the most holy spouse of Mary, since 
they are inferior to him in glory, and thus form, 
as it were, a crown for him in heaven. 

But it is especially in regard to ourselves 
who are still paying the penalty of the trans- 
gression of our first parents in this land of 
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exile that St. Joseph exercises with special effi- 
cacy his all-powerful patronage. The more per- 
fect a saint is in charity, the more eager is he 
in praying for us poor wayfarers here below, 
and the more efficacious are his prayers as he 
Stands nearer the throne of God. 
St. Joseph, therefore, whose charity is sur- 
passed by that of no other saint, his holy spouse 
alone being excepted, prays for us sinners 
oftener and with greater efficacy than does any 
other saint. He even anticipates our requests, 
interpreting our desires and presenting our 
needs before the Throne of divine mercy. 
Wherefore, to him may be applied these words 
spoken of Jeremias: ‘‘This is a lover of his ! 
brethren and of the people of Israel: this is he | 
that prayeth much for the people and for all | 
the Holy City." ? | 
e + ¢ | 
As the patronage of St. Joseph extends over | 
ihe entire Church, there is therefore no earthly 
necessity for which the holy Patriarch cannot 
efficaciously provide. No man on this earth 
can assist us in all our needs, since human 
mercy and power are necessarily limited. But 
80 unbounded is the compassion which St. Jo- 
seph feels toward us, so great is his power in 
heaven, that his patronage is restricted 
neither by time nor place, and there is no man- 
. 52 Mack, xv, 14. 
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ner of grace which he cannot obtain for us. 


His fatherly care extends to all our needs and _ 


embraces even our future wants. It seems, 
therefore, as if Jesus Christ Himself would 
say to us what Pharao once said to the Egyp- 
tians: ‘‘Go to Joseph; and do all that he shall 
say to you.?? 3 

St. Joseph's provident care extends, then, to 
all the faithful who have recourse to him with 
confidence. He asks of God for them whatever 
spiritual graces they may need to lead holy 
lives. Nor does he forget to obtain for them 
the temporal graces necessary for their eternal 
salvation. In fact, as the ancient Joseph, once 
in charge of the granaries of Pharao, procured 
food for the people of Egypt during the time 
of famine, so St. Joseph's solicitous care em- 
braces the domestie needs of the faithful who 
trust in him and call on his help with filial 
confidence. 


EXAMPLE 
LEOPOLD I, EMPEROR OF GERMANY 


When the Roman Empire was on the verge 
of becoming the prey of the Turks because of 
its own internal divisions and of the alliance 
of the Protestants of Hungary with those in- 
fidels, the Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph 


?Gmun., XLI, 55. 
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showed by evident signs how prepared they are 
at all times to succor the people who place their 
trust in their protection and invoke them with 
fervor and perseverance. 

The Turkish army was already encamped 
around Vienna, laying siege to it, and was 
threatening to take this capital, when Leopold 
I, having previously procured the assistance of 
Poland and its pious king, John Sobieski, 
gained a triumphant victory mainly through the 
valor of this latter on September 12, 1683. In 
gratitude for this, the pious monarch asked per- 
mission of the Holy See to celebrate through- 
out Germany the feast of the Espousal of the 
Blessed Virgin with St. Joseph. The Holy 
Father willingly assented.‘ 

The benefits which the pious emperor had 
already received from St. Joseph encouraged 
him to ask for new ones. Though three times 
married, Leopold had not as yet any male heir. 
He then turned with confidence to the pure 
spouse of Mary, and, in order to be more cer- 
tain of obtaining his request, he solemnly pro- 
claimed the glorious Patriarch the special Pro- 
tector of the House of Austria. He had a 
silver statue made in his honor and ordered a 
procession to take place eight consecutive days, 


4 MALATESTA GARUFTFI of Rimini, Introduction to the Léfe of G9. 
Joseph ; Venice, 1692, dedicated to Innocent XII. 
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during each of which, chosen orators celebrated 
the praises of the Saint. 

. The royal court and all Germany were soon 
in gala attire, for St. Joseph had heard the 
prayers of his clients. The pious empress had 
given birth to a son, whom Leopold, as a mark 
of gratitude, named Joseph. Moreover, the 
monarch vowed to raise another statue in honor 
of the glorious Patriarch in one of the publie 
squares of Vienna. Unfortunately death pre- 
vented him from fulfilling his vow. Neverthe- 
less, his son Joseph I fulfilled it, and on March 
19, 1706, in his own presence and before the 
entire court, the votive statue was solemnly 
erected, after which the praises of the Saint 
were publiely recited.5 

Since that time the name of Joseph was wont 
to be borne by one or another member of the 
archducal family, a whole branch of which to- 
day bears that name, being called the Josephine 
branch. 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, to whom God has con- 
fided, as to a most loving and powerful patron, 
His universal Church, protect, I beseech thee, 
in the first place, the Sovereign Pontiff, who 
is the Vicar of thy Son on earth; protect also 


* See Fr. JOSEPH PATBRIGNANI, Il divoto dé 8. Giuseppe; Book 
I, Chap. 9. 
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all the prelates of Holy Church, and extend thy 
patronage over all the faithful, that both the 
pastors and their sheep may enjoy eternal hap- 
piness together in heaven. Amen. 


Thirty-first Day 
ST. JOSEPH, PROTECTOR OF CHRISTIANS 


**Our life is tn thy hand: only let my lord look 
favorably upon us, and we will gladly serve the 
king.’’ (GEN. xLvu, 25.) 


NE of the greatest benefits that Almighty 
God has vouchsafed His Church during 
these latter times is without doubt the ex- 
traordinary and widespread increase of the de- 
votion to the holy Patriarch St. Joseph. Catho- 
lics the world over may find in this, wholesome 
devotion a most efficacious means for obtaining 
spiritual graces and insuring their eternal 
salvation. 

Remarkable are the words of St. Teresa in 
this respect: ‘‘Would that I could persuade 
all men to foster devotion to this glorious Saint 
because of the singular proof that I have of 
the many favors he obtains for us of God. I 
have never known a person to have been truly 
devoted to St. Joseph and to have rendered him 
special honor without seeing him advance 
rapidly in virtue; because the holy Patriarch 


assists with special care those who recommend 
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themselves to him . . . Should the reader not 
believe my words, I only ask him for the love 
of God to make a trial and he will experience 
for himself what a grace it is to recommend 
oneself to this glorious Patriarch; but persons 
of prayer in particular should be specially de- 
voted to him. ! 

We know that our principal duty in this life 
is prayer, for by prayer we may obtain what- 
ever graces we stand in need of. Now, who 
is better able to teach us how to pray as we 
ought, that is, constantly, humbly and con- 
fidently, than St. Joseph? Who better than he 
ean point out to us the royal road of Christian 
perfection, eonsisting in an entire conformity 
of our wills to that of Almighty God? Who 
better than the holy Patriarch is able to obtain 
for us from Jesus the graces and the spirit of 
fervor so necessary for the preservation of the 
spiritual life in the soul? 

By a special disposition of Providence, St. 
Joseph was given the unheard-of privilege of 
being an eye-witness of the virtues practised by 
the sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary for well- 
nigh thirty years. He was thus able, by their 
schooling, to ascend to the highest spheres of 
contemplation. His entire life was one uninter- 
rupted hymn of love, praise and thankfulness 
toward the Lord, his God and his all. To Him 


* Life, BAGLIONI, 1728, t. I, c. 0, p. 22. 
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he had made a perfect holocaust of his senti- 
ments, affections and desires, in order that he 
might live in perfect conformity with the senti- 
ments, affections and desires of God Himself. 

Let those persons have special recourse to 
St. Joseph who are consecrated to the service of 
God in either the sacerdotal or the religious 
state, and whose principal duty is to invoke 
the Lord, call on His name and proclaim His 
praises. It should be their particular care to 
ever keep the sacred flame of fervor in God’s 
service kindled in their hearts. Let them take 
the holy Patriarch for their special patron and 
model, and ask of God with holy importunity 
for the grace of perseverance in the fulfilment 
of the duties imposed upon them by their re- 
ligious profession or priestly ordination. 

l * * z 

To keep alive the spirit of fervor in our souls, 
we should carefully avoid not only mortal, but 
likewise venial sin. It is true, venial sin does 
not destroy or diminish grace in us; neverthe- 
less, it has the baneful effect of slackening the 
fervor of charity and preventing it from fully 
displaying its influence on our lives. As a con- 
sequence, the duties pertaining to divine serv- 
ice are done in a perfunctory manner, fruit- 
lessly and without enthusiasm. Now, whoever 
wishes to avoid this perilous state of torpor 
and to entertain instead in his heart a holy hor- 
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ror of venial sin, should have recourso with 
confidence to St. Joseph, who throughout the 
course of his life was immune from even the 
least fault and imperfection, and, as a result, 
well merited to carry the God Made Man in his 
holy arms and to care for Him with all the af- 
fection of a loving father. 

But there is one sin in particular which les- 
gens, or more exactly, takes away entirely the 
fervor of charity: that is the sin of impurity. 
Alas, how many souls are made slaves to this 
fatal evil! What slaughter Satan causes by 
means of the depraved pleasures of sense and 
the allurements of the flesh! Now, a sure means 
to keep one’s soul preserved from so contagious 
an evil is to foster a special devotion to the 
glorious Patriarch St. Joseph. As he was ap- 
pointed guardian of Jesus, Innocence Itself, and 
of Mary, the Queen of virgins, so he will pre- 
serve his devout clients from all impurity and 
obtain for them the grace to serve God with 
clean hearts and chaste bodies. 

* * $ 

If the protection of St. Joseph is so powerful 
during life in assisting us to serve God faith- 
fully and to avoid every stain of sin, the more 
80 will it be at the hour of our death; that is, 
in that tremendous moment upon which depends 
an eternity of either happiness or misery. 

As the holy Patriarch had the enviable privi- 
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lege of being assisted at the hour of death by 
Jesus, his foster Son, and Mary, his immaculate 
gpouse, it is but just that he should have been 
appointed by God to be the patron of the dying. 
Through him, therefore, we may obtain the in- 
estimable grace of a true and sincere contrition 
for sin. He will help us to withstand the as- 
saults of the evil one and to persevere to the 
end in the love of God. Happy they who are 
consoled and sustained on their death-bed by 
the loving care of the holy Patriarch! This 
assistance is for them a pledge of final triumph 
over the enemy of their souls; and, so, devotion 
to St. Joseph, inasmuch as it assures us of his 
assistance at the hour of death, is justly 
reckoned among the signs of predestination. 

But in order to be certain of obtaining this 
assistance at the hour of death, it is necessary 
to ask for it often during life. It is also neces- 
sary to model one’s life after his, as far as is 
possible, imitating especially his fervor in di- 
vine service and his complete abandonment to 
the dispositions of the divine will. 


EXAMPLE 
THE PICTURE OF THE DEATH OF ST. JOSEPH 


There once lived in a certain populous city 
a rich gentleman named Victorinus N., who had 
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passed the greater part of his life amid the 
pleasures of this world, caring nothing for 
either religion or God. His son Ferdinand hav- 
ing married a certain person against his 
father’s will, was banished by him from home. 
As a result, the unfortunate youth, reduced al- 
most to beggary, had no other resource than to 
devote himself to the art of painting, in order to 
procure for himself and his family the means 
of sustenance. 

Years passed and Victorinus, now an old 
man, was seized with a serious illness, which 
by degrees grew mortal and soon brought him 
to the verge of death. Though baptized and 
educated in the Catholic Faith, he would not 
allow the subject of religion to be mentioned 
in his presence, although his pious wife and 
the venerable priest who had been summoned 
to his bedside, did all they could to induce him 
to think of his soul’s welfare. But all their 
efforts were in vain. 

One day there came to the house a young 
woman modestly dressed, who brought with her 
a picture which she desired to sell. She ex- 
plained how her husband, who had painted the 
picture, had been obliged to abandon his pro- 
fession because of disordered nerves, which ren- 
dered him incapable of applying himself to 
work. She had therefore come to offer this, his 
last work, to Mr. Victorinus, who she knew was 
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rich and generous, in the hope of receiving a 
little money wherewith to help on her destitute 
family. 

The picture was a representation of St. Jo- 
seph on his deathbed, assisted by Jesus and 
the Blessed Virgin. The portrait was so strik- 
ing and pleased the sick man so much, that he 
did not hesitate to purchase it. He moreover 
desired to have the picture hung on the wall of 
his room directly opposite his bed, so that he 
might continually enjoy the sight of that beau- 
tiful scene. | 

It now happened that, by constantly looking 
at the picture, the heart of Victorinus was by 
degrees softened and he began to repent of his 
past sins. One day he said to his wife: ‘‘I have 
a presentiment that my end is approaching; if 
I could only die as St. Joseph did, assisted by 
Jesus and Mary!’’ To which his wife, hardly 
able to repress her tears, replied: ‘‘O Vic- 
torinus, receive the holy sacraments; and 
death, which I pray God may still be far distant, 
will not be hard for you; nay, it will be made 
easy and sweet through the intercession of the 
Saint whom you see in that picture.’’—‘‘Do you 
really believe so, Anna?’’ the sick man asked 
anxiously; ‘‘I can hardly believe that St. Jo- 
seph should wish to have anything to do with a 
person of ill-will like myself. You know how 
harshly I have treated my son; I have even 
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torn to pieces his letters without opening them. - 
Oh! if I could only see him now!’’—‘‘ Your son 
Ferdinand was here in this very city fifteen 
days ago," answered his wife; ‘‘that picture 
which you see is his, and the money which you 
gave for it has saved him and his family from 
dying of starvation."—'*What! My son in this 
city !’’ exclaimed Victorinus. ‘‘Send for him at 
once and tell him that his father’s heart is 
burning with the desire to be reconciled with 
him. But let him not come before to-morrow, 
because I wish first to reconcile myself with 
God.”’ 

The sick man received the last sacraments 
on that very day with sincere devotion. The 
following morning, the desired reconciliation 
between father and son took place. Words fail 
to express how touching that meeting was. 
Victorinus was trembling with emotion when 
Ferdinand and his two little children, who had 
been born since the separation, entered the 
room of the dying man. ‘‘My son," exclaimed 
Victorinus, ‘‘do you know that with your talent 
you have brought about my reconciliation with 
God, with your family, and with yourself?’’— 
**Do not speak thus," interrupted Ferdinand, 
* for, after God, we owe all our joy on this occa- 
sion to St. Joseph. To his protection I recom- 
mended my little family and my dear parents. 
And it is precisely he who has preserved us 
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from death, and he now gives us the consolation 
of this embrace." A few days later, Victorinus, 
surrounded by his family, passed peacefully 
from this life to the other, sweetly murmuring 
with his last breath the holy names of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. 


PRAYER 


O glorious St. Joseph, behold I choose thee 
to-day for my special patron in life and at the 
hour of death. Preserve and increase in me the 
spirit of prayer and fervor in the service of 
God; remove far from me every kind of sin 
and assist me at the hour of my death, in order 
that I may breathe forth my soul into the hands 
of Jesus and Mary. Amen. 


PRAYERS IN HONOR OF 
ST. JOSEPH 


LITANY OF ST. JOSEPH 


Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 
Christ, hear us. 

Christ, graciously hear us. 
God, the Father of Heaven,’ 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
God the Holy Ghost, 

Holy Trinity, One God, 

Holy Mary; 

St. Joseph, 

Renowned offspring of David, 
Light of patriarchs, 

Spouse of the Mother of God, 
Chaste guardian of the Virgin, 
Foster-father of the Son of God, 
Diligent protector of Christ, 
Head of the Holy Family, 
Joseph most just, 

Joseph most chaste, 

Joseph most prudent, 


2 Have mercy on us. 
*Pray for us. 
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Joseph most strong, 

Joseph most obedient, 

Joseph most faithful, 

Mirror of patience, 

Lover of poverty, 

Model of artisans, 

Glory of home life, 

Guardian of virgins, 

Pillar of families, 

Solace of the wretched, 

Hope of the sick, 

Patron of the dying, 

Terror of demons, 

Protector of Holy Church, 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, spare us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the 
world, graciously hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of s 
world, have mercy on us. 

V. He made him the lord of His household. 

R. And prince over all His possessions. 


Let us pray 


O God, who in Thine ineffable providence 
didst vouchsafe to choose blessed Joseph to be 
the spouse of Thy most holy Mother: grant, we 
beseech Thee, that we may have him for our in- 
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tercessor in heaven, whom we venerate as our 
protector on earth, who livest and reignest, 
world without end. Amen. 


Indulgene of 800 da once a day. Sacred Cong. of Rites, 
March 18, 1909. do: 


A PRAYER COMPOSED BY LEO XIII ESPECIALLY 
FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 


When the recitation of the Rosary does not precede this prayer 
the words in italics are omitted. é pont 


To thee, O blessed Joseph, do we fly in our 
tribulation, and having implored the help of thy 
most holy spouse, we confidently crave thy pat- 
ronage also. Through that charity which bound 
thee to the immaculate, virgin Mother of God, 
and through the paternal love with which thou 
didst embrace the Child Jesus, we humbly be- 
seech thee graciously to regard the inheritance 
which Jesus Christ hath purchased by His 
blood, and with thy power and strength to aid 
us in our necessities. 

O most watchful guardian of the Divine Fam- 
ily, defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ; 
O most loving father, ward off from us every 
contagion of error and corrupting influence; O 
our most mighty protector, be propitious to us 
and from heaven assist us in this our struggle 
with the power of darkness; and, as once thou 
didst rescue the Child Jesus from deadly peril, 
so now protect God's holy Church from the 
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snares of the enemy and from all adversity: 
shield, too, each one of us by thy constant pro- 
tection, so that, supported by thine example and 
thine aid, we may be able to live piously, to die 
holily, and to obtain eternal happiness in 
heaven. Amen. 

I. Indulgence of seven years and seven quarantines, to all who 
Shall add this prayer to the recitation of the Rosary during the 
month of October.—Leo XIII, Aug. 15, 1889 


II. Indulgence of 300 days, once a day during the year, even 
when recited privately.—Leo XIII, Sept. 21, 1889. 
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Mary, above alí saints and angels........ 25 
1. Point. St. Joseph predestined above 
all Saints of the Old Testament.......... 25 


2. Point. St. Joseph surpasses the 
Apostles themselves in grace and glory.... 26 
3. Point. St. Joseph occupies in heaven 


the throne left vacant by Lucifer........ 28 
ExAMPLE. Devotion of Religious Or- 
ders to St. Joseph. ............ eese 30 


3g» Day.—How the predestination of St. Joseph 
was ordained to the manifestation of God's 

glory ee ee co 94 
1. Point. All the works of God are or- 
dained for the manifestation of the divine 

attributes .....ceeeseeeeeeee rh nnt 94 
2. Point. The predestination of St. Jo- 
seph was ordained to the manifestation of 
God’s wisdom, justice, fortitude and good- 

TORS. sags owed be 4 Rae ROR Rea TT 35 
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3. Point. How Christians in obtaining 
their salvation show forth the divine 
POOGDISSS Sa estés headers d oa bises 

EXAMPLE. St. Teresa of Jesus........ 

4rH Day.—St. Joseph announced in special per- 
sonages and observances of the Old Testa- 
Dien 6e vaetebec s cuo dui ae At rears 

1. Point. The Old Testament a figure of 
the New ..... ————— M—— MÀ 

2. Pont. Personages of the Old Testa- 
ment who prefigured St. Joseph.......... 

3. Point. St. Joseph prefigured in cer- 
tain observanees of the Old Law.......... 

EXAMPLE. Blessed Herman of Stein- 
feld, surnamed Joseph................... 

oTH Day.—The ancient Patriarch Joseph a fig- 
ure of the foster-father of Jesus.......... 

1. Point. Virtues of chastity and pru- 
dence in the old and the new Joseph...... 

2. Point. Wonderful providence of God 
in regard to both..................0000- 

3. Point. The benedictions of Jacob 
verified in St. Joseph................... 

EXAMPLE. Gerson, Chancellor of the 
University of Paris...............00000. 

6TH Day.—Birth and first sanctification of St. 
dOSeDB. 543-410 % Sse s Saiea ou beets it 

1. Point. The conception and birth of 
St. Joseph similar to that of other infants. . 

2. Point. His first sanctification by 
means of circumcision...............000. 

3. Point. The first act by which he 
turned his mind and heart to God....... 

EXAMPLE, Salvation in time of danger 

Tra Dav.—The conferring of the name of 
Joseph: ussiceeua costar dnd nie EA 

1. Point. Signifieation of the name of 

Joseph ..... hiec iL dou auta dated ei eq e vd 
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2. Point. Efficacy of this saintly name. 
3. Point. St. Joseph is called ‘s Patri- 
' arch” by excellence. ............. eee 
ExAMPLE. The Venerable Père Eymard 
8ru Dav.—Youth of St. Joseph......%....... 
1. Point. Spirit of prayer in A Joseph 
2. Point. Flight from the occasions of 


3. Point. Continual occupation of St. 
Josephi (ase beige case wtiaad Ea 
EXAMPLE. St. John Baptist de la Salle 
9ta Day.—St. Joseph chosen by God to be the 
spouse of Mary........ eee 
1. Point. Manner in which St. Joseph 
came to be chosen as the spouse of Mary.. 
2. Point. St. Joseph merited this 


election eus acr HE CER EAR S AD eX. vs 

3. Point. Wonderful likeness between 

Mary and Joseph................ eee. 
EXAMPLE. Blessed Madeleine Sofie 

Barát 222215: ) ose ea aw ees 
10TH Day.—The holy marriage of St. Joseph 
with the Blessed Virgin................. 


1. Poini. Reasons for the marriage of 
Mary with St. Joseph: (1) To conceal from 
the Jews and the devil the mystery of the 
virginal eoneeption and birth of Jesus. 

2. Point. (2) To give Mary most holy 
a guardian and witness of her virginity, an 


faithful companion in adversity.......... 
3. Point. (3) To give us a perfect ex- 
ample of sanetity and purity of life...... 
ExaMPuE. St. Bridget of Sweden..... 


lita Day.—Perpetual virginity of St. Joseph. . 
1. Point. That St. Joseph was ever a 

virgin, is a point of Catholie doctrine.. 
2. Point. St. Joseph, being still a youth, 
promised his virginity to God by vow..... 
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worthy Christian virginity is............. 97 
EXAMPLE. Origin and object of the 

Cincture of St. Joseph................... 98 
12TH Day.—St. Joseph accompanies Mary on her 

journey into Judea..................... 101 


1. Point. St. Joseph, faithful guardian 
of Mary, accompanies his holy spouse on her 
journey to Judea....................... 101 
2. Point. Intense charity exercised by 
Joseph in this occurrence, while he admires 
the works of God................ suus. 102 
3. Point. How we should imitate this 
spirit of charity, praying God to lead us in 


His own ways................eeeueen. 104 
ExAMPLE. St. Francis of Sales....... 105 

13TH Day.—The anguish of St. J oseph at 
Mary's pregnancy ...................... 109 

1. Point. Sorrow of St. Joseph upon 
learning of the pregnancy of Mary........ 109 

2. Point. His great charity toward 
Mary on this oceasion................... . 110 

3. Point. He has recourse to prayer: 
promptness of divine help................ 112 


ExAMPLE. Special efficacy of the devo- 


tion to the Seven Joys and Seven Sorrows 
of St. Joseph. .......... ccc cece eee ee 113 
14tH Day.—The journey of St. Joseph to Beth- 
lehem, and the birth of Jesus. ............ 116 
1. Point. Reasons for the journey of 
Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem........... 116 
2. Point. Sorrow of St. Joseph upon 
seeing the poverty in which Jesus was 
DOI terol arias Deu terre Su E tU IE 117 
3. Point. His joy at the birth of Jesus 118 
EXAMPLE. Cardinal Massaia.......... 119 
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1. Pant, Joy of St. Joseph upon seeing 
Jesus adored by the shepherds............ 
2. Point. Reasons for the presence of 

St. Joseph at this mystery............... 
3. Point. Fruit of the instruction of 

St. Joseph in the shepherds, and manner in 
which he acted on this occasion. .......... 
EXAMPLE. A letter to St. Joseph...... 
lórH Day.—Naming and circumcision of the 
Divine Child ....................... e. 
1. Point. Sorrow of St. Joseph at the 
circumcision of Jesus Christ............. 
2. Point. His joy at the conferring of 

the holy name of Jesus. ................. 
3. Point. True repentance, condition 
necessary to receive the grace of the 
Redemption ..................... eee 
ExaAMPLE,. St. Joseph and the Society 

Of I ECC" 
lH Day.—St. Joseph at the presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple..................... 
1. Point. Obedience of St. Joseph in 
conforming to the prescription of the Law. . 
2. Point. Sentiments of St. Joseph when 
offering Jesus in the Temple............. 
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1. Point. Consolation of St. Joseph 
upon seeing the faith of Simeon and 
AnDi uuotvwessatecie d poaae abe de 

2. Point. His great grief at the 
prophecy of Simeon concerning the passion 
of Jesus and the sorrows of Mary.....-... 
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3. Point. His joy to learn that many 


would profit by the Redemption.......... 150 
ExaAMPLEr. St. Joseph leads renegades 

back to religion and virtue.............. 151 
19TH Day.—St. Joseph present at the adoration 

of the Magi. i ie seo Rx R3 154 
1. Point. Joy of St. Joseph upon wit- 

nessing the Magi adoring Christ.......... 154 


2. Point. St. Joseph prostrates himself 
together with the Magi to adore Jesus 
Christ, and proclaims His dignity........ 156 

3. Point. Use made by St. Joseph of the 
gifts presented to Jesus by the Magi...... 197 

ExAMPLE. The Venerable Catherine of 
St. Augustine .......... 0... cc cece eens 158 

20TH Day.—St. Joseph in the flight into Egypt 161 

1. Point. Sorrow of St. Joseph at the 

announcement of the angel concerning 


Herod's persecution.............. eue. 161 
2. Point. Perfection of the obedience 
OL Db.) OSC DN oct ci ex erp EO ER E 163 


3. Point. Consolation of St. Joseph 
upon seeing the fruit of the presenee of 


Christ in Egypt..............eeeee eene 164 
ExamMP_Le. Almsgiving in honor of St. 
POSED scies awe ark (ims e aUa ede leues 165 


21sr Day.—St. Joseph's return from Egypt... 168 
1. Point. Joy of the return tempered 


by the fatigue of the journey............ 168 
2. Point. Fear of St. J oseph upon learn- 
ing that Archelaus reigned in Judea...... 170 


3. Point. Promptness with whieh St. 
Joseph had recourse to prayer in his 
ADXleby ris oaks wae ceN Ra 171 
EXAMPLE. St. Joseph succors the in- 
ii) Macc I C"—— eh PD E 172 
22ND Day.—Journey of St. Joseph to Jerusalem 
at the Paschal feast............ Seculteeaca: A19 


270 ANALYTICAL INDEX 


1. Point. Fidelity of St. Joseph in con- 
forming himself to the prescriptions of the 
DAW E EE E E Dor diee ide giis 175 
2. Point. St. Joseph undertook this 
journey, moved by the virtues of religion, 
piety and observanee................ eee. 177 
3. Point. Devotion of St. Joseph in 
things pertaining to divine service and 


WOPSBID' o4: aU EUR E OC EE qus 178 
ExAMPLE. The Blessed Joseph Bene- 
dict Cottolengo .................. eere 180 


23RD Day.—The loss of Jesus in Jerusalem.... 184 
1. Point. Reasons why Jesus chose to 
withdraw Himself from His parents...... 184 
2. Point. The sorrow then suffered by 
St. Joseph surpassed all his other sorrows.. 186 
3. Point. Virtues of fortitude, patience 
and perseverance shown by St. Joseph upon 
this occasion .... 4e e o reir ede eke 188 
ExAMPLE. St. Joseph, terror of demons 189 
24TH Dav.—The finding of Jesus in the Tem- 
ple at Jerusalem in the midst of the 
dOGLOTBS. 225524 tines QU EE PEE CIE SS 193 
1. Point. The means of finding Jesus 
consists in seeking Him in penance and 


POY OD isis ew hed 23 AY Sie ewe eae hia we 193 
2. Point. Joy of St. Joseph upon find- 
ing Josus Loscous Lead veis ate TR othe 195 
3. Point. Compassion of St. Joseph for 
poor sinners ...... eee cee eee 196 
EXAMPLE. St. Joseph of the ‘‘Oak 
je. AM CTI 198 
25TH Day.—Life of St. Joseph at Nazareth in 
the company of Jesus and Mary....... ... 202 


1. Point. Wonderful spirit of charity 
that pervaded the holy house of Nazareth.. 202 
2. Poini. How Jesus and Mary were 
subject to St. Joseph. ............... eS. 204 
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3. Point. How St. Joseph progressed in 
. the acquisition of virtue................ . 205 
ExAMPLE. Devotion of the people o 
Bologna to the most ehaste Spouse of Mary 207 
26TH Dav.—St. Joseph in the workshop at 
Nazareth 26osécp coe tU OT dhe ES bn 211 
1. Point. Reasons why Jesus wished to 
work together with His foster-father at a 
sérvile trade 2:22 1 sip er DPA VELO 211 
2. Point. Sorrows and consolations ex- 
perieneed by St. Joseph while laboring at 
his trades rocca do aed evi tad 213 
3. Point, How St. Joseph exercised the 
virtue of faith in the workshop at Nazareth 214 
ExAMPLE. The Sanctuary of ‘‘St. Jo- 
seph of Good Hope".................... 215 
27TH Day.—The happy death of St. Joseph.... 219 
1. Point. Dispositions of Providence re- 
garding the happy death of St. Joseph.... 219 
2. Point. St. Joseph assisted at the hour 


of death by Jesus and Mary.............. 221 
3. Point, Glorious resurrection of St. 
Joseph Wer PR" 223 
EXAMPLE. St. Joseph, protector of the 
XI noc cM eub oUt Ru UM ac T 224 
28TH Dav.—The exceeding great glory of St. 
Joseph in heaven............... esses. 227 
1. Point. Merits of St. Joseph during 
Dru YT EP IBS 227 
2. Point, The glory of St. Joseph in 


heaven surpasses that of all other saints 


and angels except Mary ................ 229 
3. Point. Special causes of joy in St. 
Joseph in heaven................... eeu. 230 


EXAMPLE. St. Margaret of Cortona and 
the Blessed Margaret of Città di Castello... 9392 
29TH Day.—Devotion of Holy Church to St. 
Joseph. i srsinina's Sere UC ERU si TORE 235 
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1. Point. Reasons why St. Joseph merits 
to be honored with special devotion....... 
2. Point. Why devotion to St. Joseph 
was not universally practised during the 


early ages of the Chureh................. 

3. Point. How desirable it is that devo- 

tion to St. Joseph should inerease........ 
ExAMPLE. St. Joseph, patron of 

Cañada Loi resres eo a y i rca p EP iR s 
30rH Day—St. Joseph, patron of the Uni- 
versal Church i... 2422) bx RE eae TS 


1 Point. Reasons why St. Joseph was 
constituted patron of the Universal Church 
2. Point. Universality of the patronage 
of St- Josep schon sys ers e DEEP SERES 
3. Point. The patronage of St. Joseph 


embraces every necessity of life........... 
ExAMPLE. Leopold I, emperor of 
Germany oe ips anx 93 RE RAD ES 


3lsr Day — St. Joseph, Protector of Christians 
1. Point. Efficacy of the patronage of 

St. Joseph to keep alive the spirit of prayer 

BNO ÍeEVOR 2o. p e RE Onno EAEE E Y 

2. Point. Devotion to St. Joseph, a 

means of avoiding sin, especially of 
IMPUTILY. poesec4 39 VRAC V ede EROS RU eas 

3. Point. St. Joseph patron of a good 

desti «29r oi ubl rA up RU DCOC PR EAE 
EXAMPLE. The picture of the death of 

SE Joseph ors esos coi AEQ LC nEDPP ee 
PRAYERS IN HONOR OF ST. JOSEPH. ...... eee ee 
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Lasance. Thin Edition. Im. 


.25. 

OF THE SOUL. 
Prayer-Book by Rev. F. X. 
Lasance. Thin Edition with 
Epistles and Gospels. $1.50. 

MANUAL OF THE HOLY 
EUCHARIST. Lasance. Imi- 
tation leather, limp, red edges. 


net, $1.75. 
MARY, HELP OF CHRIS 
TIANS. Hammer, O.F.M. neh 


$1.00. 

MASS DEVOTIONS _ AND 
READINGS ON THE MASS. 
Lasance. Im. leather, limp, red 
edges. net, $1.75. 


MASS FOR CHILDREN, TH. 
KzrzLv. list $0.28; net, i 
MEDITATIONS FOR EVERY 
DAY IN THE YEAR ON THE 
LIFE OF OUR LORD. Vxzxz- 
cruyssE, S.J. 2 vols. set, 


$4.50. , 
MEDITATIONS FOR THE USE 
OF THE SECULAR CLERGY. 
S S.J. 2 vols. met, 
MEDITATIONS ON THE 
SEVEN WORDS OF OUR 
LORD ON THE CROSS. 
Perraup. net, $1.00. 
MEDITATIONS ON THE LIFE, 
THE TEACHING AND THE 


S.J. net, $0.60. 

MISSION REMEMBRANCE OF 
THE REDEMPTORIST 
FATHERS. GEIERMANN, 
C.SS.R. $0.90. 

MOMENTS BEFORE THE TAB- 
ERIT. RussEeLL, S.J. net, 

MORE SHORT SPIRITUAL 


READINGS FOR MARY'S 
CHILDREN. CECILIA. net, 


$0.85. 
MOST BELOVED WOMAN, 
THE. GanrscHÉ, S.J. met, 


$0.90. 

MY GOD AND MY ALL A 
Prayer-Book for Children. By 
Rev. F. X. Lasance. Black or 
white, cloth, square corners, 
white edges, retail, $0.35. Imit. 
leather, black or white, seal 

ain, gold edges, retail, $0.70. 
ersian Morocco, gold side and 
edges, retail, $1.25. Same, 
white leather, retail, $1.50. Cel- 
luloid, retail, $1.00; with Indul- 
gence Cross, retail, $1.35. . 

MY PRAYER-BOOK. Happiness 
in Goodness. Reflections, Coun- 
sels, Prayers, and Devotions. 
By Rev. F. X. LasaNcE. 16mo. 
Seal grain cloth, stiff covers, 
$1.35. Imitation leather, aes 
reund corners, red » $1.50; 
gold edges, $2.00. Real leather, 
gold edges, $2.25. 


DIDIT GEM 


MY PRAYER-BOOK. Extra Large 
Type Edition. By Rev. F. X. 
Lasance. Seal grain cloth, stiff 
covers, square corners, red 
edges, $1.75. Imitation leather, 
round corners, red edges, $2.00. 
Imitation leather, round corners, 
gold edges, $2.75. | American 
Yr limp, gold side, gold edges, 


MYSTERY OF LOVE, THE. 
Lepicizr, O.S.M. net, $1.50. 

NEW MISSAL FOR EVERY 

THE. Complete Missal 


Cloth, net, 

Flexible, 

net, $0.80; 
35 


0.15. 
OFFICE OF 


HOLY WEEK, 
COMPLETE. 


Latin and Eng- 
lish. Cut flush, net, $0.45; silk 
cloth, net, $0.60; Am. seal, red 
edges, net, $1.25. 

OUR FAVORITE DEVOTIONS. 
Lincs. net, $1.00. - 

OUR FAVORITE NOVENAS. 
Lincs. net, $1.00. 

OUR LADY BOOK. By Rev. F. 
X. Lasance. Imitation leather, 
limp, round corners, red edges, 
$1.85. Morocco Grain, Imitation 
Leather, gold edges, $2.50. 
American Seal, limp, gold side, 
gold edges, $3.00. Rutland, 
sp: red under gold edges, 
$3.75. Turkey Morocco, limp, 

Wee roll red under gold edges, 


OUTLINE MEDITATIONS. Ce- 
CILIA. net, $1.75. 

PATHS OF GOODNESS, THE. 
GarrEscHÉ, S.J. net, $0.90. 


POCKET PRAYER-BOOK. Cloth. 

net, .45. 

POLICEMEN'S AND FIRE. 
MEN'S COMPANION. Mc- 
GgRATH. $0.35. — l 

PRAYER-BOOK FOR RELI. 
GIOUS. Lasance. 16mo. Imi- 
tation leather, limp, red edges, 
net, $2.50. 


PRAYERS FOR OUR DEAD. 
McGratH. Cloth, $0.35; imita- 
tion leather, $0.75. 

PRISONER OF LOVE. Prayer- 
Book by FATHER LASANCE. Im. 
leather, limp, red edges, $2.00. 

REFLECTIONS FOR RELI- 
GIOUS. LasANCE. net, $2.50. 

REJOICE IN THE LORD. 
Prayer-Book by Farmer La- 
SANCE. $1.75. 

ROSARY NOVENAS TO OUR 
LADY. Lacey. net, $0.15. 
ROSARY, THE CROWN OF 
MARY. Dominican Father. 

16mo, paper. *$0.12. 

ROSE WREATH FOR THE 
CROWNING, A. Rev. Joun P. 
CLARKE. net, $1.00. 

RULES OF LIFE FOR THE 
PASTOR OF SOULS. SLATER- 
RavcH. net, $0.45. 

SACRED HEART BOOK. Pray- 
er-Book by FATHER  LASANCE. 
m ; leather, limp, red edges. 
1 


$1.75. 
SECRET OF SANCTITY. Cras- 
SET, S.J. net, $0.85, 
SERAPHIC GUIDE, THE. $1.00 
SHORT MEDITATIONS FOR 
E EY DAY.  LasaUSSE. net, 


$0.85. 

SHORT VISITS TO THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT. La- 
SANCE. net, $0.35. 

SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’ 
COMPANION. McGratH. Vest- 
d shape, silk cloth or khaki. 


SOUVENIR OF THE NOVITI- 
ATE. Taytor. net, $0.85. 

SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE, THE, 
AND THE LIFE OF SACRI. 
FICE IN THE RELIGIOUS 
STATE. Guaraup. net, $3.00. 

SPIRITUAL CONSIDERA- 
was Buckter, O.P. met. 

SUNDAY MISSAL, THE. La- 
SANCE, Im. leather, limp, red 
edges, $1.90. 


OF THE LITTLE 
THE.  Gaszsení, 
S.J. net, $1.25. 
THINGS IMMOET A one Ga- 
SROUG , S.J. net, $0.9 


OUGHTS FOR 
TOR RG-STAR SERIES Y 
Feery, S.J. net, $ 
THOUGHTS ON THE RET- 
GIOUS LIFE. Lasance. Iin. 
eral limp, red edges, set, 


THY KINGDOM COME. 
SERIE S I. Movrarr, S.J. net, 


30. 
may KINGDOM COME 
RO Il.  MorratT, S.J. 


rHy’ HO NGDOM COME. 
SERIES UE Mosrarr, S.J. 


THY  RINGDOM COME. 
E V. Morrarr, S.J. 


Ex SPOUSE OF CHRIST. 
Licuoai. set, $1.75. 

VALUES EVERLASTING, THE. 
GARESCHÉ SJ. ae $0.90. 
E RÁTI OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN. ROHNER- 
BRENNAN. 85. 

VIGIL HOU HE Ryan, S.J. 


visits EC JESUS IN THE 


TABERNACLE. Lasawes. ae 

leather, fs red 

MES HE MOST Y 
BAC MENT. Laevomt  *ef, 

v WAS Ku THE CROSS. Pager. 

- WAY OF THE CROSS, THE. 


Very large edition. Method 
of zc AT ROHEUE Liovenr. 


wAY O OF THE CROSS. Euchar- 
istic method 0.15. 


ey J. net, $0.90. 
YOUR NE cat BOR |, D you 
LJ . n LJ . 
YOUR Own EART, Cai 
YOUR Sod, SALVATION. 
GaazrscHÉ, S.J. set, $0.9 


Me THEOLOGY, LITURGY, HOLY SCRIPTURE, osori, 
SCI CANON LAW 


ENCE, 

ALTAR PRAYERS. Edition A: 
English and Latin, net, $1.75. 
D Be orien English- 


Latin . 
ANNOUNCEMENT BOOK. 
12mo. 2.50. 
AUTOBIOG! PHY OF AN 
OLD BREVIA RY.  Hevses, 
D.D. $1.75. 
BAPTISMAL RITUAL 12mo. 
net Sob 
BENEDICENDA. Scemurrx. set, 


. $2.7 

BURIAL RITUAL Cloth, net, 

ux .50; sheepskin, $3.75. 

€ ST'S PE ACHING CON- 
ERNING DIVORCE. Greor. 


net, 1$0.67. 
COMBINATION RECORD FOR 


GENERAL INTRODU S MO I9 
THE STUDY OF THE HO 
PAS IPTURES. Gueor. i 


GURERAL INTRODUCTION TO 
THE STUDY OF THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. Abridged edt 
tion. Gscor. net R25 

HOLY BIBLE, THE. Large type 
handy size. Cloth, 2.50. 

HYMNS, 0 OF THE AREVIARY 
AND Mm pre Be Barrt, 
O.S.B. net, $3.0 

JESUS V ING IN THE 

eI. MirreTr, S.J.-BYRNE. 


net $32 
LIBER STATUS ANIMARUM, 
er Parish Census Book. Large 
edition, size, 14x10 inches. 100 
Families. 200 pp., half leather, 


net, $7.00; po amilies, 400 pp., 


half leather, set , $8.00; 
Edition. net, $0.50. 


Pea eee a ees eg, i c 


"TTL v age pa 


MARRIAGE DELIA TION IN 
THE NEW CO AYRINHAC, 
S.S. net, $2.50. 

RRIAGE RITUAL. Cloth, gilt 
inci net, $2.50; sheepskin, Sik 
edges, net, $3 3.75. 

MISSALE ROMANUM. Benziger 
Brothers’ Authorized Vatican 

' Edition. Black or Red Amer. 
morocco, gold edges, net, $15.00; 

ed Amer. morocco, gold stamp- 


ing and edges, net, $17.50. Red 
oid at quality moro red under 
ges, net, $22.0 


AL PRIN Acne AND 
MORAL P PRACTICE. Cor- 
xa SJ..SPALDiNG, S.J. wet, 


OUTLINES OF JEWISH HIS- 
ORY. G:cor, D.D. wet, $2.75. 
OUT NES OF NEW TESTA- 
MENT HISTORY. Grcor. wet, 


$2 
PASTORAL: THEOLOGY. Srane. 


T$2 
PENAL LEGISLATION IN THE 
NEW DE OF CANON 


i adie S.S. nef, 
$3.00. 


PEW COLLECTION AND 
CEIPT B BOOK, | indexed. 1} 


inches $3 
PREPARATION FOR MARET 
AGE. McHueu, O.P a m 
RECORD OF BAPTISMS. 
pages, 700 entries, met, $7.06. 
400 pages. 1400 entries, "et, 


A see, 
po 


SM 


$10.00. 600 pages, 2100 entries, : 


net, $12.00. 


RECORD OF CONFIRMA-, 


TION 
RECORD Ol OF FIRST COMMUN- 
net 
RECORD ÔE °INTERMENTS. 


$6. 
RECORD OF MARRIAGES. Sizg 


14x10 inches. 200 pages, 70€ 
entries, net, $7.00. 400 pages 
1400 entries, net $10.00. 600 
pages, 2100 entries, aa; $12 .00. 
A UATE COMPE DIOSUM. 
oth, , $1.25; deni 2.00. 
SPECIAL INTRODUCTIO TO 
THE STU E OLD 


THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 
WiLLIAMS. set, $5.75. 


IV. SERMONS 


EIGHT-MINUTE SERMONS. 
MOUY. 2 vols., net, $4.00. 
DES DAL SERM MONS. WinTH, 


B $3.0 
HINTS TO PREACHERS. 
Henry, Litt.D. net, $1.90. 
POPULAR SERMONS ON THE 
ee SM. Bamserc-Trurs- 
S.J. E vols., set, $7.50. 
SERMONS. CANON  SHEEHAN. 


SERMONS, S. WHELAN, O.S.A. wet, 


SERMONS FOR THE SUN. 
DAYS AND CHIEF FESTI. 
VALS OF THE ECCLESIAS- 
THAL YEAR ee 


S.J. 
SODALITY Y CONFERENCES. 
GE a S.J. net, $2.75. 
irst Series 
SODALPIN CONFERENCES. 
GarescHt, S.J. met, $2.75. 
Second Series. 
THREE-MINUTE See 
McDonoucH. net, $2.00 


V. HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, HAGIOLOGY, TRAVEL 


OF ARC. Mannix. «et, $1.50 
tone OF THE CATHOLIC 
RCH. Brvecx. 2 vols., 


CHILD’S LIFE OF ST. eth 


yg Ses 50. 
HISTORY OF THE PROTES- 
TANT see ee Cos- 


00. 
IDEALS OF ST, FRANCIS OF 
ASSISI, THE. Feror, O.M. 
Cap. nat, $4.00. 


ILLUSTRATED LIVES OF PA. 
TRON SAINTS FOR BOYS. 
NNIX. net, $1.00. 
ILLUSTRATED LIVES OF PA. 
TRON SAINTS FOR GIRLS, 
Mannix. net, $1.00. 
IN pean WORKSHOP OF ST. 
5 ad . Heuser, D.D. met, 


LIFE OF ST. MARGARET 


MARY  ALACOQUE. Illus 


trated. Bowcaup. set, $1.84. 


LIFE OF CHRIST. . Bustnes- 


BRENNAN. Illustrated. Half 
m gilt edges, set, $15.00. 
ue 9 rT Illustrated. 


GER- MULLETT. net, $1.00. 
LIRE, OF, CHRIST. Cocuem. 
net 
LIFE OF ST. IGNATIUS LOY- 

OLA. Genet, S.J. net, $0.56. 

LIFE OF MADEMOISELLE LE 
GRAS. net, $0.85. 

LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIR- 
GI ROHNER. net, 

LITTLE LIVES oF THE 
SAINTS psg CHILDREN. 
BERTHOLD. $0.75. 

LITTLE PICTORTAL LIVES OF 
THE SAINTS. With 400 illus- 
trations. met, $2.00. 

LIVES OF THE SAINTS. Byr- 
at Paper, $0.25; cloth, net, 

LOURDES, CLARKE, S.J. net, 


$0.8 

MARY THE RUBEN, By a Re- 
ligious. net, $0. 

MI TOWN PASTOR, A. Con- 
roy, S.J. net, $1.75. 


, $1 
OUR NUNS. Lorp, S.J. Regular ST 


eod. $1.75; DeLuxe Edition, 
M OWN EE RA: CORCORAN. 
PASSIONISTS, THE. Warp, C.P. 


net, $4.0 
PATRON SAINTS FOR CATH- 
OLIC YOUTH. By M. E. Man- 
NIX. Each life separately in at- 
tractive colored paper cover with 
_ illustration on front cover. Each 
10 cents postpaid; per 25 copies, 
assorted, met, $1.75; per 100 
copies, assorted, net, $6.75. Sold 
only in packages ‘containing 5 
copies of one une: 
Joseph; St. 


For Boys: 
Aloysius; se Veet ; St 
Martin; St. 


Bernard; St. 
Michael; St. Francis Xavier; 
St. Patrick; St. Charles; St. 
Philip. 
The above can be had bound in 
1 volume, cloth, net, $1.00. 
For Girls: St. Ann; St. Agnes; 
St. Teresa; St. Rose of Lima; 


St. Cecilia; St. Helena; St. 
Bridget; Catherine; St. 
Elizabeth ; St. Margaret. 


The above can be had pou in 


1 volume, cloth, wet $1.00. 
PICTORIAL LIVES OF THE 
SAINTS. With nearly 400 iflus- 
rrr and over pages, 
net, $5.00. 
POPULAR LIFE OF ST. TE- 
rd L'ABBÉ JosErH. net, 


ROMA. Pagan Subterranean and 
Modern Rome in Word and Pic- 
ue By Rev. ERT KUEN, 
O.S.B .D. Preface by CARDI- 
NAL GIBBONS. 617 pages, 744 
illustrations. 48 full-page inserts, 
3 plans of Rome in colors. 834x12 
inches. im. leather, gold 


side. A 
ROMAN MORIA AS IT NOW 

eT ala Martin, S.J. net, 
st ANTHONY. Warp. net, 


0.8 
st jo JOAN OF ARC. Lync, S.J. 
Illustrated. et, $2.75 
. JOHN BERCHMANS. De- 
"nra S.J.- SEMPLE, S.J. net, 


$1.50. 

SHORT LIFE OF CHRIST, A. 
McDoNovcz. , $0.15. 

SHORT LIVES OF THE 
SAINTS. DowNELLY. net, $0.90. 

STORY OF JESUS, THE Mur- 


. net, $0.50. 

STORY OF THE DIVINE 
CHILD. Told for Children. 
Lincs. net, $0.60. 

STORY OF THE ACTS OF THE 
APOSTLES. Lync, S.J. Illus- 
trated. net, $2.75. 

STORY OF THE LITTLE 
FLOWER, THE. Lorp, SJ. 
Retail, $0. 15 TH to Priests and 


Religious, 
WHI +i N GS OF THE 
CARIBB BEAN. WirLiAMS, SJ. 


net, Vd 

WONDER STORY, THE. Tac- 
GART. Illustrated Board covers, 
net, $0.35; per 100, $31.50. Also 
an "edition in French and Polish 
at same prices. 


VI. JUVENILES 


FATHER apis: BOOKS. 
Each, 1.00. 
SUNSHINE AND FRECKLES. 


LBP POUNT IEU 
BOBBY IN MOVIELAND. 


-< o — A —— —— -— — 


FACING DANGER. 

HIS LUCKIEST YEAR. A 
Sequel to “Lucky Bob." 

LUCKY BOB 

PERCY WYNN; OR, MAKING 
A BOY OF HIM 

TOM PEE: ‘OR, MAK- 
ING A STRA 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT; OR, 
SON. Bb PROBLEM WAS 

HARRY DEE; OR, WORKING 
IT OUT. 


ETHELRED PRESTON; OR, 
THE AD ENTURES OF A 
NEW COMER. 

THE BEST FOOT FORWARD; 
AND OTHER STORIES. 

“BUT THY LOVE AND THY 
GRACE.” 


CUPID OF CAMPION. 

THAT FOOTBALL GAME, 
AND WHAT CAME OF IT. 

THE FAIRY OF THE 
SNOWS. 

THAT OFFICE BOY. 

HIS FIRST AND LAST APF- 
PEARANCE. 

MOSTLY BOYS. SHORT 
STORIES. 


In Doa s BOOKS. 
net . 

STRANDED: ON LONG BAR. 

IN THE WILDS OF THE 


CANYON. 
erty FROM THE BAY 
HELD IN THE EVER- 
GLADES. 


AT THE FOOT OF THE 
SANDHILLS. 
BE UE BY THE BEECH 


THE SHERIFF OF THE 
BEECH FORK. 

MEUM CAMP BY COPPER 
THE RACE FOR COPPER 
THE MARKS OF THE BEAR 
CLAWS. 


THE OLD MILL ON THE 
WITHROSE. 

THE SUGAR CAMP AND 
AFTER. 


ADVEN TURE WITH THE 
APACHES. Ferry. net, $0.60. 

ALTHEA. NIRDLINGER. net, $0.85. 

AS GOLD IN THE FURNACE. 
Corus, S.J. net, $0.85. 


AS 2. AS GOLD. MANNIX. 
net, 

AT THE FOOT OF THE SAND. 
$1007 SPALDING, S.J. net, 


AWAKENING OF EDITH, THE. 
Illustrated. SPECKING. net, $1.50. 


BU EU ES THE. WicHT. set, 


0.6 

BEST FOOT PETARD, THE. 
Finn, S.J. , $1.0 

BETWEEN FRIENDS. ` AUMERLE, 
net, $0.85. 

BISTOURI. MELANDRI net, $0.60. 

BLISSYLVANIA ots OFFICE. 
TAGGART. net, $0. 

BOBBY IN MOVIELAND. FINN, 
J. net, $1.00. 

BOB Q'LINK. WAGGAMAN. net, 


$0. 
BROWNIE AND I. AvMERLE. 
BUNI oND BILL. MULHOLLAND. 


«BUT THY LOVE AND THY 
GRACE." Finn, S.J. net, $1.00. 

BY BRANSCOME RIVER. Tac- 
GART. net, $0.60. 

CAMP BY COPPER RIVER. 
SPALDING, S.J. net, $1.00. 

CAPTAIN TED. WAGGAMAN. net, 


$1.25. 
CAVE BY THE BEECH FORK. 
SPALDING, S.J. net, $1.00. 
CHILDREN OF CUPA. MANNIX. 
net 
CHILDREN OF THE LOG 
CABIN. DELAMARE. net, $0.85. 
CLARE LORAINE. “Lez.” net, 


CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. Finn, 


S.J. net, $1.00. 
Oye ete ISLAND. Boyton, S.J. 
Ts REVISITED, MANNIX. 


CUPID OF CAMELION, FINN, 
S.J. net, $1. 
PAPPI DAÑ. P aei: net, 


$0. 

DANA S BEST ENEMY. HorrAND, 
S.J. met, $1.25. 

DEAR FRIENDS.  NiRDLINGER. 
net, $0.85. 

PE GIRL, THE. TAGGART. 
net 

DIMPLING'S v E Mvur- 
HOLLAND. net, $0. 

ETHELRED PRESTON. Finy, 
S.J. net, $1.00. 


¥-DAY 9i AN. Crow- 
FACING DANGER. Frm, SJ. 

A 2 . e 
PAIRY OF THE SNOWS. Fizz, 

ag net, $1.00. 

FIN ING. F TONY. Waeea- 

MAN. a .25. 

FIVE } pind IN A NEST. Dera- 

FOR THE HIE ROSE. Hiwx- 
ps 

FRED'S "TITLE DAUGHTER. 

SMITH. net .60. 

FREDDY CARR’S ADVEN- 
ee ' GARROLD, S.J. net, 
FREDDY CARR AND HIS 

FRIENDS. Garnoxp, S.J. net, 
cdr DEN LILY, THE. Hrwxsonx. 

net .60. 

GREAT CAPTAIN, THE. Hixx- 

SON. net, + 9:80; 

HALDEMAN CHILDREN, THE. 

Mannix. net, $0. 60. 

ARN T FLATS. WHITMIRE. 
HARR "DEE. Fiun, SJ. net, 
HÄRRY RUSSELL. Corss, S.J. 

net, $0.85. 

HEIR F Hr rie AN. O'Mar- 
HELD IN "THE EVERGLADES: 
ALDING, S.J. t, $1.00. 
Hig" "XIRST AND LAST AP- 
ARAN NCE. Finn, S.J. net, 
al Buc LUCKIEST YEAR. Finx, 

ODAHT * McDoxatb. z, $1.25 

STAGE x WAR, A. Bower- 

STEEL, 0.60. 

HOW TH OM WORKED THEIR 
IN i QUEST Or “ADVENTURE. 
IN QUEST OF THE GOLDEN 

CHEST. Barron. i to. 85. 
IN THE WILDS THE 

ci aad Serene. s. J. ne, 
JACK. aes a Religious, H.C. J. 


JACK. LANTERN. WAGGAMAN. 


NHORS OF ST. bibis. 
yson. nei, $0.85. 


KLONDI 
ev we, Mn o Pee 


LAST LAE. THE. Me@Gase, 
S.J. net, $1. 50. 

LITTLE APOSTLE ON 
CRUTCHES. Dstamanz. 20%, 

LITTLE GIRL FROM BACK 
EAST. BRoszzT$ set 

LITTLE LADY OF THE HALL 
RYEMAN. net, E 

LITTLE MARSHALLS AT THE 
LS Nixow-Rovuisz. uet, 

LITTLE MISSY. WAGGAMAM. net, 
21 BLUE AND ROY. 

TaGcART, ^et, $1 

LORD BOUNTIFUL. Finn, S.J. 

LÜCKY B BOB. Fixx, S Jj. aet, 

MADCAP SET 4 AT BT. ANNE’S. 
Baunowe. 

MAD D KNIGHT 4 "HR z M MER 


MAKING C OF MORTLAKE. Co- 


MARKS "OF THE BEAR CLAWS. 
SpPavDiNG, S A : 
a JA S PECKING. net, 


$1.5 
MARY. ROSE AT BOARDING 
SCHOOL. Winmnzries. set, $1.00. 
MARY ROSE EE HO IE 
WinRIES. net, PR 
Y ROSE OPHOMORE. 
IRRIES. net Se 
MARY TRAC S o FORTUNE. 
SapnLIER. net, $0.60. 
MILLY A AVELING. Smu. set, 


.85. 
MIR RALDA. OXNSON. net, $0.60 
MOSTLY BOYS. Fixx, SJ. net, 


MeSTERIOUS DOORWAY. Sa» 
LIER. set, $0.60. 

MYSTERY E CLEVERLY. 

MYSTERY OF S SOSNBY HALL, 
SADLIER. $0.85. 

NAN NOBODY. WAGGAMAN, net, 


NED S RIEDER bdr net oi 


NEW SCHOL AT 
A jS. ONE. net, On " 
OLD CHARLMO SEED 


BED. gSorrm. net, $0.60, 


OLD MILL ON THE WITH. 
ROSE. SprAumxG, S.J. net, 


On THE OLD CAMPING 
on DIE ND. Mawwix. wet, $0.85. 
HE R RUN. Finy, SJ. net, 
on THE SANDS oe CONEY. 
ZAMELA'S S IEckdr 
net, $1.50. 
e CHO AND PANCHITA. 
ANNIX $0.60. 
PAULINE ARCHER. SADLIER, 
PERCY. WYNN. Finn, S.J. net, 
PERIL, OF DIONYSIO. MANNIX. 
PETRONILLA. DONNELLY. net, 
PICKLE AD PEPPER. Dorsey. 


net, $1. 
PILGRIM FROM IRELAND. 
ARNOT. net, $0.60. : 
THE. 


PLAYWATER Fo 
WAGGAMAN. set, $1.2 

POLLY DAY'S IAN: Ros- 
ERTS. net, $0.85. 

Poss Ne BUCKENHAM. 
QUEEN'S FADE, THE. H1nx- 


edan, 


net, 


^et, 
DUEENS PROMISE, THE. 
WAGGAMAN. net, $1. 25. 


QUEST OF MARY SELWYN. 
CLEMENTIA. wet, $1.50. 
RACE FOR COPPER ISLAND. 
Sparpinc, S.J. wet, $1.00. 
REARDON RAH! Hottanp, S.J. 
net, $1.25. 

RECRUIT TOMMY COLLINS. 
BONESTEEL net, $0.60. 

ST. CUTHBERT'S. Copus, S.J. 
ne 

rd JOE. Waccaman. 


SEA RU ROCK. 
net, 

SEVEN TETUR pela ie yeas 
Nixow-RouLET. net, $0. 

a erect he LIFTED. i S.J. 
n 


SHERIFF OF THE BEECH 
$1 bi ss SPALDING, S.J. net, 


net, 


SANDEAU. 
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orum WAGGAMAN. set, 
Ses. LS FROM THE BAY 
E. SPÁLDIN 6, S. J. net, 


$i 00. 
STRANDED ON LONG BAR. 
SPALDING, S.J. net, $1.00. 
STRONG ARM OF AVALON. 
WAGGAMAN. net, $1.25. 
SUGAR CAMP AND AFTER. 
SPALDING, S.J. , $1.0 
SUMMER Ar WOODVILLE. 
SADLIER. 0.60. 
SUNSHINE "OND FRECKLES. 
S.J. net, $1.00. 
TALISMAN, THE. SapLrER. net, 


$0.85 

TAMING OF POLLY. Dorsey. 
THAT FOOTBALL GAME. 
Finn, S.J. met, $1.00. 

THAT "i E BOY. Fiwn, S.J. 
net, .00. 

THREE GIRLS AND ESPE- 
er ae ONE. TAGGART. net, 
T UN EE NEIGE, 


TOM” LOSELY; BOY. Corpus, 


5. 
TOM mns Finn, S.J. 


$1.00. 
TOMS LUCK-POT. WAGGAMAN. 
net, $0.60 


TOORALLADDY. Watsx. 


TRANSPLANTING OF TESSIE. 
WAGGAMAN. net, $1.25. 


IRURE OF NUGGET 


net, 


TAGGART. neh 
TWO LITTLE GIRLS. Macx 
net, $0.60 


UNCLE FRANK'S MARY. 
CLEMENTIA. net, $1.50. 

UPS AND DOWNS OF MAR. 
JORIE. Waccaman. net, $0.60. 

M rU MAKER. SMITH. ne, 


WHERE MONKEYS SWING. 
BovTON. net, 

WINNETOU, r APACHE 
KNIGHT. TAGGART. net, $0.85. 


ur Boyton, SJ. net, 
YOUNG COLOR GUARD. Bow 
STEEL. net, $0.60. 


pT © 


VII. NOVELS 


IARE C. CLARKE'S vcn 
VELS. Each, net, $2.00. 


SELMA. 

IT HAE ML. IN ROME. 

VILLA BY THE SEA, THE. 

CHILDRE É N OF THE 
DOW. 


SHA 
VIOLA HUDSON. 
ANNA NUGENT. 


CARINA. 
AUTOGRAPH FICTION 
LIBRARY. Each, net, $1.50. 
AVERAGE CABINS. 
iro HN UBER ON THE LA- 


OON. 
THE POTTER'S HOUSE. 
TRESSIDER'S SISTER. 
URSULA FINCH 
THE ELSTONES. 
EUNICE. 


LADY TRENT'S DAUGHTER. 
CHILDREN OF EVE. 
THE DEEP HEART. 
WHOSE NONE IS LEGION. 
FINE CLA 
PRISONERS YEARS. 
ONES pst HOUSE. 
NLY ANNE. 


THE SECRET CITADEL. 

BY THE BLUE RIVER. 
ALBERTA: ADVENTURESS. 

L’ERMITE. net, $2.00. 
AVEROGE CABINS. 


ANNA NUN UGENT. CLARKE. net, 


BACK. TO ES p ORED: 
CHAMPOL. » $2. 

BALLADS OF CT LDHOOD. 

Poems.  EARLS, = J. net, $1.50. 

n 3085, AND FREE. Connor. net, 


BO NEZ Se , $1.25. 
BUN NY'S HOU MA e. 


, $2.00. 
BUT’ THY LOVE AND d 
GRACE. Finn. net, $1.0 
BY THE BLUE RIVER. 
CLARKE. net, $1.50. 
CARINA. CLARKE. net, $2.00. 
Ga PTE, THE. TAGGART. net, 


CARROLL. DARE. WAGGAMAN. 
C [LDREN OF THE SHADOW. 


2.00. 
CIRCU S I RIDER'S” DAUGHTER. 
Bracket. net, $0.85. 


CLARKE. 


CHILDREN OF EVE. Crarme 


net, 
CON NOR. DARCY'S res 
GL BERTHOLDS. 

DEEP HEART, THE. cee 


Dines = THE DREAMER. Hinr 
SON. net, Be 
DION | AN] THE SIBYLS. 


ELDER MISS S NSBOROUGH, 
TAGGART. net, $0.85. 
ELSTONES, THE. CLARKE. net, 


$1.50 
EUNICE. CLARKE. net, $1.50. 
FABIOLA. Wiseman. net, $0.85. 
FABIOLA’S SISTERS. CLARKE. 


$0.85. 
FALSE GODS. WiLL ScArLerT. 

net, $2.00. 
FAUSTULA. AyscoucH. net, 


FINE CLAY. CLARKE. net, $1.50. 
FOR BETTER FOR WORSE. 


Scort, S.J. net, $1.75. 
FORGIVE AND FORGET. 


GRAPES OF "'rHORNS. WAGGA- 


net, $0.8 
HEIRES OF ChONENSTEIN. 
HaAnN-Hauw. 
HER PEL ND raye ' Hort. 


$0.8 
HER R JOURNEY’S END. Cooxr. 


IDOLS. OR THE SECRET OF 
THE pA CHAUSSE D'AN- 
TIN. ve Navery. net, $0.85. 

IS GOD' S COUNTRY. Bovrow. 


0. 
IN Tone eGob TIME. Ross. 
net, $0.85. 
IN SPITE OF ALL. Sranrrorrsz. 


net, 
IT HAPPENED, a ROME. 
CLARKE. net, 
KELLY. Scorr. XA net ae a: 
SIND HEARTS AND CO 
NETS. Harrison. S08 
LADY TRENTS DAUGHTER. 
CLARKE. , $1.50. 
HIGHT oF HIS COUNTE- 
ANCE. Harr. met, $0.85. 
LIGHT d Nn roe ice 


HE. Cra $1.50. 
IRE UNTO / A MERCHANT.” 
Gray. net, $0.85. 
LOVE OF BROTHERS. HINE- 
son. net, $0.85. 
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MARCELLA G E A E. MoL- 
HOLLAND. net, 
MOT OUITA Aun net, 


2 
MIRAGE. Specxine. net, $1.50. 
MISS ERIN. Francis. net, $0.85. 
MISSY. SpeEckInc. net, $i. 25. 
MONK'S PARDON, T 
Navery. net, $0.85. 
My LADY BEATRICE. Cooke. 


NO P HANDICAP. TAGGART. net, 
not A JUDGMENT. Keon. net, 
ONLY ANNE. CLARKE. net, 
OTHER MISS LISLE. Marten. 


net, $0.85. 

OU TLAW OF CAMARGUE. 
DE LAMOTHE. net, 85. 
PASSING SHADOWS. YORKE. 


0.85. 
POTTER'S HO PA SE, THE. 
LARKE. net, 


$1. 

PRISONERS’ VERD. 
net, $1.50. 

PROPHET'S WIFE. Browne. 
net, $0.85. 

REST HOUSE, THE. CLARKE. 
net, ° . 

ROSE OF THE WORLD. Mar- 
TIN. net 


D .8 . 
ROUND TABLE OF AMER- 
ICAN CATHOLIC NOVEL- 


ISTS. net, $0.50. 
ROUND TABLE OF FRENCH 
"ET NOVELISTS. set, 
ROUND TABLE OF IRISH 


AND ENGLISH CATHOLIC 
NOVELISTS. net, $0.50. 


CLARKE. 


RUBY CROSS, THE. WALLAGCA 
net, $0.85. i 


RULER OF THE KINGDOM. 
Kron. net, $1.65. 


SECRET CIT i p EL, THE 
CLARKE. net, $1.5 


SR RRE OF THE CREEN 
ASE $0.8 


$2 

SHADOW p EVERSEEICH, 
LANSDOWNE. .85. 

SO AS BY FIRE. Connor. net, 


$0.85. 
SON OF SIRO, THE. Corvus, 
S.J. met, $2.00. 


TEMPEST OF 2n Hs HEART. 


Gray. net, $0. 
TESE vol COURAGE. Ross. 


$0.8 
THESSIDER'S SISTER. CLARKE, 


TURN OF THE TIDE, THE, 
UNBIDDEN' GUEST, T H E. 
Cooke. net, $0.85. 
UNDER THE CEDARS AND 
THE ST oo Canon SHEEHAN, 


URSULA 1 FINCH. CLARKE. net, 


$1.50. 

VILLA BY THE SEA, THE, 
CLARKE. net, $2.00. 
vo HUDSON. CLAREE. net, 


$2. 
WARGRAVE TRUST, THE 
Reip. net, $1.65. 

WAR MOTHERS. Poems. 
GarescHf, S.J. , $0.60. 
wax THAT LED” BEYOND, 

. Harrison. net, $0.85. 
WHOSE NAME IS LEGION. 
CLARKE. net, $1.50. 


eat _ 
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